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operating component of the Depart-
ment and any person named therein re-
quests a retraction or correction, the
agency head shall issue a retraction or
correction in the same manner to all of
the media outlets that received the
original information (or as many of
them as is feasible).
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§30.1 Purpose, authority, and scope.

(a) Purpose. This part prescribes the
standards and procedures for the De-
partment’s use in the administrative
collection, offset, compromise, and sus-
pension or termination of collection
activity for claims for funds or prop-
erty, as defined by 31 U.S.C. 3701(b) and
this part. Covered activities include
the collection of debts in any amount;
the compromise and suspension or ter-
mination of collection activity of debts
that do not exceed $100,000, or such
higher amount as the Attorney General
may prescribe, exclusive of interest,
penalties, and administrative costs;
and the referral of debts to the Depart-
ment of the Treasury (Treasury), the
Treasury-designated debt collection
centers, or the Department of Justice
(Justice) for collection by further ad-
ministrative action or litigation, as ap-
plicable.

(b) Authority. The
issuing the regulations in this part
under the authority contained in 31
U.S.C. 3711(d). The standards and proce-
dures prescribed in this part are au-
thorized under the Federal Claims Col-
lection Act, as amended, Public Law
No. 89-508, 80 Stat. 308 (July 19, 1966),
the Debt Collection Act of 1982, Public
Law No. 97-365, 96 Stat. 1749 (October
25, 1982), the Debt Collection Improve-
ment Act of 1996, Public Law No. 104-
134, 110 Stat. 1321, 1358 (April 26, 1996)
and the Federal Claims Collection
Standards at 31 CFR parts 900 through
904.

(c) Scope. (1) The standards and pro-
cedures prescribed in this part apply to
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all officers and employees of the De-
partment, including officers and em-
ployees of the various Operating Divi-
sions and Regional Offices of the De-
partment, charged with the collection
and disposition of debts owed to the
United States.

(2) The standards and procedures set
forth in this part will be applied except
where specifically excluded herein or
where a statute, regulation or contract
prescribes different standards or proce-
dures.

(3) Regulations governing the use of
certain debt collection procedures cre-
ated under the Debt Collection Im-
provement Act of 1996, including tax
refund offset, administrative wage gar-
nishment, and Federal salary offset,
are contained in parts 31 through 33 of
this chapter.

§30.2. Definitions.

In this part—

Administrative offset means with-
holding funds payable by the United
States to, or held by the United States
for, a person to satisfy a debt.

Agency means a department, agency,
court, court administrative office, or
instrumentality in the executive, judi-
cial, or legislative branch of the Gov-
ernment, including Government cor-
porations.

Appropriate official means the Depart-
ment official who, by statute or delega-
tion of authority, determines the exist-
ence and amount of debt.

Business day means Monday through
Friday. For purposes of computation,
the last day of the period will be in-
cluded unless it is a Federal holiday, in
which case the next business day fol-
lowing the holiday will be considered
the last day of the period.

Claim see the definition for the term
““‘debt.”” The terms “‘claim’ and ‘“‘debt”’
are synonymous and interchangeable.

Creditor agency means an agency to
which a debt is owed, including a debt
collection center acting on behalf of a
creditor agency.

Day means calendar day. For pur-
poses of computation, the last day of
the period will be included unless it is
a Saturday, Sunday, or a Federal holi-
day, in which case the next business
day will be considered the last day of
the period.
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Debt or claim means an amount of
funds or other property determined by
an appropriate official of the Federal
Government to be owed to the United
States from any person, organization,
or entity, except another Federal agen-
cy. For the purpose of administrative
offset, the term includes an amount
owed by an individual to a State, the
District of Columbia, American Samoa,
Guam, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana lIslands, or the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico. Debts include,
but are not limited to, amounts owed
pursuant to: Loans insured or guaran-
teed by the United States; fees; leases;
rents; royalties; services; sales of real
or personal property; Federal salary
overpayments; overpayments to pro-
gram beneficiaries, contractors, pro-
viders, suppliers, and grantees; audit
disallowance determinations; civil pen-
alties and assessments; theft or loss;
interest; fines and forfeitures (except
those arising under the Uniform Code
of Military Justice); and all other simi-
lar sources.

Debt collection center means the De-
partment of the Treasury, or other
Federal agency, subagency, unit, or di-
vision designated by the Secretary of
the Treasury to collect debts owed to
the United States.

Debtor means an individual, organiza-
tion, association, partnership, corpora-
tion, or State or local government or
subdivision indebted to the Govern-
ment, or the person or entity with
legal responsibility for assuming the
debtor’s obligation.

Debts arising under the Social Security
Act are overpayments to, or contribu-
tions, reimbursements, penalties or as-
sessments owed by, any entity, indi-
vidual, or State under the Social Secu-
rity Act. Such amounts include
amounts owed to the Medicare program
under section 1862(b) of the Social Se-
curity Act. Salary overpayments and
other debts that result from the admin-
istration of the provisions of the Social
Security Act are not deemed to ‘“‘arise
under”’ the Social Security Act for pur-
poses of this part.

Delinquent debt means a debt which
the debtor does not pay or otherwise



