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of the United States that may be held
by a State government or financial in-
stitution, the Department must estab-
lish procedures that are acceptable to
the Secretary of Treasury.

(f) The Secretary may enter into con-
tracts for debtor asset and income
search reports. In accordance with 31
U.S.C. 3718(d), such contracts may pro-
vide that the fee a contractor charges
the Department for such services may
be payable from the amounts recov-
ered, unless otherwise prohibited by
statute.

§30.15 Suspension or revocation of eli-
gibility for loans and loan guaran-
tees, licenses, permits, or privileges.

(a)(1) Unless waived by the Secretary,
financial assistance in the form of
loans, loan guarantees, or loan insur-
ance shall not be extended to any per-
son delinquent on a non-tax debt owed
to the United States. This prohibition
does not apply to disaster loans.
Grants, cooperative agreements, and
contracts are not considered to be
loans.

(2) The authority to waive the appli-
cation of this section may be delegated
to the Chief Financial Officer and re-
delegated only to the Deputy Chief Fi-
nancial Officer.

(3) States that manage Federal ac-
tivities, pursuant to approval from the
Secretary, should ensure that appro-
priate steps are taken to safeguard
against issuing licences, permits, or
other privileges to debtors who fail to
pay their debts to the Federal Govern-
ment.

(b) The Secretary will report to
Treasury any surety that fails to honor
its obligations under 31 U.S.C. 9305.

(¢) In non-bankruptcy cases, when
seeking to collect statutory penalties,
forfeitures, or other types of claims,
the Secretary may suspend or revoke
licenses, permits, or other privileges of
a delinquent debtor if the failure to
pay the debt is found to be inexcusable
or willful. Such suspension or revoca-
tion will extend to programs or activi-
ties administered by the States on be-
half of the Federal Government, to the
extent that they affect the Federal
Government’s ability to collect money
or funds owed by debtors.
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(d) Where there is reason to believe
that a bankruptcy petition has been
filed with respect to a debtor, before
taking any action to suspend or revoke
under paragraph (c) of this section, the
Office of the General Counsel should be
contacted for legal advice concerning
the impact of the Bankruptcy Code,
particularly 11 U.S.C. 362 and 525,
which may restrict such action.

§30.16 Liquidation of collateral.

(a)(1) The Secretary will liguidate se-
curity or collateral through the exer-
cise of a power of sale in the security
instrument or a non-judicial fore-
closure, and apply the proceeds to the
applicable debt(s), if the debtor fails to
pay the debt(s) within a reasonable
time after demand and if such action is
in the best interests of the United
States.

(2) Collection from other sources, in-
cluding liquidation of security or col-
lateral, is not a prerequisite to requir-
ing payment by a surety, insurer, or
guarantor unless such action is ex-
pressly required by statute or contract.

(3) The Secretary will give the debtor
reasonable notice of the sale and an ac-
counting of any surplus proceeds and
will comply with other requirements
under law or contract.

(b) Where there is reason to believe
that a bankruptcy petition has been
filed with respect to a debtor, the Of-
fice of the General Counsel should be
contacted for legal advice concerning
the impact of the Bankruptcy Code,
particularly with respect to the appli-
cability of the automatic stay, 11
U.S.C. 362, and the procedures for ob-
taining relief from such stay prior to
proceeding under paragraph (a) of this
section.

§30.17 Collection in installments.

(@) Whenever feasible, the total
amount of a debt shall be collected in
one lump sum payment. If a debtor is
financially unable to pay a debt in one
lump sum, either by funds or adminis-
trative offset, the Secretary may ac-
cept payment in regular installments.
The Secretary will obtain financial
statements from debtors who represent
that they are unable to pay in one
lump sum and independently verify
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such representations as described in
§30.22(a)(1).

(b)(1) When the Secretary agrees to
accept payments in regular install-
ments, a legally enforceable written
agreement should be obtained from the
debtor that specifies all the terms and
conditions of the agreement, and that
includes a provision accelerating the
debt in the event of a default.

(2) The size and frequency of the pay-
ments should reasonably relate to the
size of the debt and the debtor’s ability
to pay. Whenever feasible, the install-
ment agreement will provide for full
payment of the debt, including interest
and charges, in three years or less.

(3) In appropriate cases, the agree-
ment should include a provision identi-
fying security obtained from the debtor
for the deferred payments.

§30.18 Interest, penalties, and admin-
istrative costs.

(a) Generally. Except as provided in
paragraphs (g), (h), and (i) of this sec-
tion, the Department shall charge in-
terest, penalties, and administrative
costs on delinquent debts owed to the
United States. These charges shall con-
tinue to accrue until the debt is paid in
full or otherwise resolved through com-
promise, termination, or waiver of the
charges.

(b) Interest. The Department shall
charge interest on delinquent debts
owed the United States as follows:

(1) Interest shall accrue from the
date of delinquency, or as otherwise
provided by law. For debts not paid by
the date specified in the written de-
mand for payment made under §30.11,
the date of delinquency is the date of
mailing of the notice. The date of de-
linquency for an installment payment
is the due date specified in the pay-
ment agreement.

(2) Unless a different rate is pre-
scribed by statute, contract, or a re-
payment agreement, the rate of inter-
est charged shall be the rate estab-
lished annually by the Secretary of the
Treasury pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3717.
The Department may charge a higher
rate if necessary to protect the rights
of the United States and the Secretary
has determined and documented a
higher rate for delinquent debt is re-
quired to protect the Government’s in-
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terests. Any such higher rate of inter-
est charged will be based on Treasury’s
quarterly rate certification to the U.S.
Public Health Service for delinquencies
in the National Research Services
Awards and the National Health Serv-
ices Corps Scholarship Program. The
Department publishes this rate in the
FEDERAL REGISTER quarterly.

(3) Unless prescribed by statute or
contract, the rate of interest, as ini-
tially charged, shall remain fixed for
the duration of the indebtedness. When
a debtor defaults on a repayment
agreement and seeks to enter into a
new agreement, the Department may
require payment of interest at a new
rate that reflects the Treasury rate in
effect at the time the new agreement is
executed. Interest shall not be com-
pounded, that is, interest shall not be
charged on interest, penalties, or ad-
ministrative costs required by this sec-
tion, unless prescribed by statute or
contract. If, however, the debtor de-
faults on a previous repayment agree-
ment, charges that accrued but were
not collected under the defaulted
agreement shall be added to the prin-
cipal under the new repayment agree-
ment.

(c) Administrative costs. The Depart-
ment shall assess administrative costs
incurred for processing and handling
delinquent debts. The calculation of
administrative costs should be based
on actual costs incurred or a valid esti-
mate of the actual costs. Calculation of
administrative costs shall include all
direct (personnel, supplies, etc.) and in-
direct collection costs, including the
cost of providing a hearing or any
other form of administrative review re-
quested by a debtor, and any costs
charged by a collection agency under
§30.14. These charges will be assessed
monthly, or per payment period,
throughout the period that the debt is
overdue. Such costs may also be in ad-
dition to other administrative costs if
collection is being made for another
Federal agency or unit.

(d) Penalty. Unless otherwise estab-
lished by contract, repayment agree-
ment, or statute, the Secretary will
charge a penalty of six percent a year
on the amount due on a debt that is de-
linquent for more than 90 days. This



