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§630.630 Debarment.

Debarment means an action taken by
a Federal agency to prohibit a recipi-
ent from participating in Federal Gov-
ernment procurement contracts and
covered nonprocurement transactions.
A recipient so prohibited is debarred,
in accordance with the Federal Acqui-
sition Regulation for procurement con-
tracts (48 CFR part 9, subpart 9.4) and
the common rule, Government-wide
Debarment and Suspension (Non-
procurement), that implements Execu-
tive Order 12549 and Executive Order
12689.

§630.635 Drug-free workplace.

Drug-free workplace means a site for
the performance of work done in con-
nection with a specific award at which
employees of the recipient are prohib-
ited from engaging in the unlawful
manufacture, distribution, dispensing,
possession, or use of a controlled sub-
stance.

§630.640 Employee.

(a) Employee means the employee of a
recipient directly engaged in the per-
formance of work under the award, in-
cluding—

(1) All direct charge employees;

(2) All indirect charge employees, un-
less their impact or involvement in the
performance of work under the award
is insignificant to the performance of
the award; and

(3) Temporary personnel and consult-
ants who are directly engaged in the
performance of work under the award
and who are on the recipient’s payroll.

(b) This definition does not include
workers not on the payroll of the re-
cipient (e.g., volunteers, even if used to
meet a matching requirement; consult-
ants or independent contractors not on
the payroll; or employees of subrecipi-

ents or subcontractors in covered
workplaces).
§630.645 Federal agency or agency.

Federal agency or agency means any
United States executive department,
military department, government cor-
poration, government controlled cor-
poration, any other establishment in
the executive branch (including the Ex-

§630.670

ecutive Office of the President), or any
independent regulatory agency.

§630.650 Grant.

Grant means an award of financial as-
sistance that, consistent with 31 U.S.C.
6304, is used to enter into a relation-
ship—

(a) The principal purpose of which is
to transfer a thing of value to the re-
cipient to carry out a public purpose of
support or stimulation authorized by a
law of the United States, rather than
to acquire property or services for the
Federal Government’s direct benefit or
use; and

(b) In which substantial involvement
is not expected between the Federal
agency and the recipient when carrying
out the activity contemplated by the
award.

§630.655 Individual.
Individual means a natural person.

§630.660 Recipient.

Recipient means any individual, cor-
poration, partnership, association, unit
of government (except a Federal agen-
cy) or legal entity, however organized,
that receives an award directly from a
Federal agency.

§630.665 State.

State means any of the States of the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
or any territory or possession of the
United States.

§630.670 Suspension.

Suspension means an action taken by
a Federal agency that immediately
prohibits a recipient from partici-
pating in Federal Government procure-
ment contracts and covered non-
procurement transactions for a tem-
porary period, pending completion of
an investigation and any judicial or ad-
ministrative proceedings that may
ensue. A recipient so prohibited is sus-
pended, in accordance with the Federal
Acquisition Regulation for procure-
ment contracts (48 CFR part 9, subpart
9.4) and the common rule, Government-
wide Debarment and Suspension (Non-
procurement), that implements Execu-
tive Order 12549 and Executive Order
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12689. Suspension of a recipient is a dis-
tinct and separate action from suspen-
sion of an award or suspension of pay-
ments under an award.

PART 640—COMPLIANCE WITH THE
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICY ACT

Sec.
640.1 Purpose.
640.2 Committee on Environmental Matters.
640.3 Actions requiring an environmental
assessment and categorical exclusions.
640.4 Responsibilities and procedures for
preparation of an environmental assess-
ment.

640.5 Responsibilities and procedures for
preparation of an environmental impact
statement.

AUTHORITY: NEPA; the Environmental
Quality Improvement Act of 1970, as amend-
ed (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.); sec. 309 of the Clean
Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7609); E.O.
11514, “‘Protection and Enhancement of Envi-
ronmental Quality’” (March 5, 1970, as
amended by E.O. 11991, May 24, 1977); and
CEQ regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500
through 1508.

SOURCE: 45 FR 40, Jan. 2, 1980, unless other-
wise noted.

§640.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this regulation is to
adopt NSF procedures to supplement
regulations at 40 CFR parts 1500
through 1508 (hereafter referred to as
“CEQ regulations’).

§640.2 Committee on Environmental
Matters.

(a) There is established an NSF Com-
mittee on Environmental Matters
(hereafter referred to as the Com-
mittee) to consist of one representative
from each directorate. The General
Counsel, or his or her designee, shall
serve as Chairman. At the discretion of
the Chairman and with the concur-
rence of the Committee, additional
members may be appointed.

(b) All incoming correspondence from
CEQ and other agencies concerning
matters related to NEPA, including
draft and final environmental impact
statements, shall be brought to the at-
tention of the Chairman. The Chair-
man will prepare or, at his or her dis-
cretion, coordinate replies to such cor-
respondence.

45 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-07 Edition)

(c) The Committee shall meet regu-
larly to discuss NSF policies and prac-
tices regarding NEPA, and make rec-
ommendations on the need for or ade-
quacy of environmental impact assess-
ments or statements.

(d) With respect to actions of NSF,
the Committee will:

(1) Maintain a list of actions for
which environmental impact state-
ments are being prepared.

(2) Revise this list at regular inter-
vals, based on input from the direc-
torates, and send revisions to CEQ.

(3) Make the list available for public
inspection on request.

(4) Maintain a list of environmental
impact assessments.

(5) Maintain a file of draft and final
environmental impact statements.

(e) The Committee and/or the Chair-
man will perform such additional func-
tions as are set forth elsewhere in this
part and in other NSF issuances.

[45 FR 40, Jan. 2, 1980, as amended at 49 FR
37596, Sept. 25, 1984; 59 FR 37438, July 22, 1994]

§640.3 Actions requiring an environ-
mental assessment and categorical
exclusions.

(a) The types of actions to be classi-
fied as ‘““‘major Federal actions’ subject
to NEPA procedures are discussed gen-
erally in the CEQ regulations. Para-
graph (b) of this section describes var-
ious classes of NSF actions that nor-
mally require the preparation of an en-
vironmental assessment or an EIS, and
those classes that are categorically ex-
cluded. (Categorical exclusion is de-
fined at 40 CFR 1508.4.) The word ‘‘nor-
mally”’ is stressed; there may be indi-
vidual cases in which specific factors
require contrary action. NSF direc-
torates and offices are responsible for
identifying situations in which an envi-
ronmental assessment or an EIS should
be prepared even if not normally re-
quired by paragraph (b) of this para-
graph.

(b) Most NSF awards support indi-
vidual scientific research projects and
are not ‘‘major Federal actions signifi-
cantly affecting the quality of the
human environment’” except in the
sense that the long term effect of the
accumulation of human knowledge is
likely to affect the quality of the
human environment. However, such
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