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12689. Suspension of a recipient is a dis-
tinct and separate action from suspen-
sion of an award or suspension of pay-
ments under an award.
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§640.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this regulation is to
adopt NSF procedures to supplement
regulations at 40 CFR parts 1500
through 1508 (hereafter referred to as
“CEQ regulations’).

§640.2 Committee on Environmental
Matters.

(a) There is established an NSF Com-
mittee on Environmental Matters
(hereafter referred to as the Com-
mittee) to consist of one representative
from each directorate. The General
Counsel, or his or her designee, shall
serve as Chairman. At the discretion of
the Chairman and with the concur-
rence of the Committee, additional
members may be appointed.

(b) All incoming correspondence from
CEQ and other agencies concerning
matters related to NEPA, including
draft and final environmental impact
statements, shall be brought to the at-
tention of the Chairman. The Chair-
man will prepare or, at his or her dis-
cretion, coordinate replies to such cor-
respondence.
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(c) The Committee shall meet regu-
larly to discuss NSF policies and prac-
tices regarding NEPA, and make rec-
ommendations on the need for or ade-
quacy of environmental impact assess-
ments or statements.

(d) With respect to actions of NSF,
the Committee will:

(1) Maintain a list of actions for
which environmental impact state-
ments are being prepared.

(2) Revise this list at regular inter-
vals, based on input from the direc-
torates, and send revisions to CEQ.

(3) Make the list available for public
inspection on request.

(4) Maintain a list of environmental
impact assessments.

(5) Maintain a file of draft and final
environmental impact statements.

(e) The Committee and/or the Chair-
man will perform such additional func-
tions as are set forth elsewhere in this
part and in other NSF issuances.

[45 FR 40, Jan. 2, 1980, as amended at 49 FR
37596, Sept. 25, 1984; 59 FR 37438, July 22, 1994]

§640.3 Actions requiring an environ-
mental assessment and categorical
exclusions.

(a) The types of actions to be classi-
fied as ‘““‘major Federal actions’ subject
to NEPA procedures are discussed gen-
erally in the CEQ regulations. Para-
graph (b) of this section describes var-
ious classes of NSF actions that nor-
mally require the preparation of an en-
vironmental assessment or an EIS, and
those classes that are categorically ex-
cluded. (Categorical exclusion is de-
fined at 40 CFR 1508.4.) The word ‘‘nor-
mally”’ is stressed; there may be indi-
vidual cases in which specific factors
require contrary action. NSF direc-
torates and offices are responsible for
identifying situations in which an envi-
ronmental assessment or an EIS should
be prepared even if not normally re-
quired by paragraph (b) of this para-
graph.

(b) Most NSF awards support indi-
vidual scientific research projects and
are not ‘‘major Federal actions signifi-
cantly affecting the quality of the
human environment’” except in the
sense that the long term effect of the
accumulation of human knowledge is
likely to affect the quality of the
human environment. However, such
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