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(iv) Stations within 80 kilometers (50 
statute miles) with 25 kW or more av-
erage ERP in the primary plane of po-
larization in the azimuthal direction of 
the Monitoring Station; 

(4) Advance coordination for stations 
operating above 1000 MHz is rec-
ommended only where the proposed 
station is in the vicinity of a moni-
toring station designated as a satellite 
monitoring facility in § 0.121(c) of the 
Commission’s Rules and also meets the 
criteria outlined in paragraphs (b) (2) 
and (3) of this section. 

(5) The Commission will not screen 
applications to determine whether ad-
vance consultation has taken place. 
However, applicants are advised that 
such consultation can avoid objections 
from the Federal Communications 
Commission or modification of any au-
thorization which will cause harmful 
interference. 

[43 FR 32782, July 28, 1978, as amended at 44 
FR 77167, Dec. 31, 1979; 47 FR 9221, Mar. 4, 
1982; 50 FR 39003, Sept. 26, 1985; 52 FR 25867, 
July 9, 1987; 52 FR 36879, Oct. 1, 1987; 52 FR 
37789, Oct. 9, 1987; 56 FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991; 
61 FR 8477, Mar. 5, 1996; 62 FR 55532, Oct. 27, 
1997; 63 FR 70048, Dec. 18, 1998; 70 FR 31373, 
June 1, 2005] 

§ 73.1120 Station location. 

Each AM, FM, TV and Class A TV 
broadcast station will be licensed to 
the principal community or other po-
litical subdivision which it primarily 
serves. This principal community (city, 
town or other political subdivision) 
will be considered to be the geo-
graphical station location. 

[65 FR 30003, May 10, 2000] 

§ 73.1125 Station main studio location. 

(a) Except for those stations de-
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section, 
each AM, FM, and TV broadcast sta-
tion shall maintain a main studio at 
one of the following locations: 

(1) Within the station’s community 
of license; 

(2) At any location within the prin-
cipal community contour of any AM, 
FM, or TV broadcast station licensed 
to the station’s community of license; 
or 

(3) Within twenty-five miles from the 
reference coordinates of the center of 

its community of license as described 
in § 73.208(a)(1). 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): The principal com-
munity contour of AM stations that simul-
cast on a frequency in the 535–1605 kHz band 
and on a frequency in the 1605–1705 kHz band 
shall be the 5 mV/m contour of the lower 
band operation during the term of the simul-
taneous operating authority. Upon termi-
nation of the 535–1605 kHz band portion of 
the dual frequency operation, the principal 
community contour shall become the 5 mV/ 
m of the remaining operation in the 1605–1705 
kHz band. 

(b) The following stations are not re-
quired to maintain their main studio 
at the locations described in paragraph 
(a) of this section. 

(1) AM stations licensed as syn-
chronous amplifier transmitters (‘‘AM 
boosters’’) or, 

(2) AM, FM, or TV stations, when 
good cause exists for locating the main 
studio at a location other than that de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section, 
and when so doing would be consistent 
with the operation of the station in the 
public interest. 

(c) Each Class A television station 
shall maintain a main studio at a loca-
tion within the station’s predicted 
Grade B contour, as defined in § 73.683 
and calculated using the method speci-
fied in § 73.684. With respect to a group 
of commonly controlled stations, Class 
A stations whose predicted Grade B 
contours are physically contiguous to 
each other may locate their main stu-
dio within any of these contours. If a 
Class A station is one of a group of 
commonly controlled Class A stations, 
but its predicted Grade B contour is 
not physically contiguous to that of 
another Class A station in the com-
monly owned group, its main studio 
shall be located within its own pre-
dicted Grade B contour. Alternatively, 
a Class A television station shall main-
tain a main studio at the site used by 
the station as of November 29, 1999. 

(d) Relocation of the main studio 
may be made: 

(1) From one point to another within 
the locations described in paragraph (a) 
or (c) of this section, or from a point 
outside the locations specified in para-
graph (a) or (c) to one within those lo-
cations, without specific FCC author-
ity, but notification to the FCC in 
Washington shall be made promptly. 
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(2) Written authority to locate a 
main studio outside the locations spec-
ified in paragraph (a) or (c) of this sec-
tion for the first time must be obtained 
from the Audio Division, Media Bureau 
for AM and FM stations, or the Video 
Division for TV and Class A television 
stations before the studio may be 
moved to that location. Where the 
main studio is already authorized at a 
location outside those specified in 
paragraph (a) or (c) of this section, and 
the licensee or permittee desires to 
specify a new location also located out-
side those locations, written authority 
must also be received from the Com-
mission prior to the relocation of the 
main studio. Authority for these 
changes may be requested by filing a 
letter with an explanation of the pro-
posed changes with the appropriate di-
vision. Licensees or permittees should 
also be aware that the filing of such a 
letter request does not imply approval 
of the relocation request, because each 
request is addressed on a case-by-case 
basis. A filing fee is required for com-
mercial AM, FM, TV or Class A TV li-
censees or permittees filing a letter re-
quest under the section (see § 1.1104 of 
this chapter). 

(e) Each AM, FM, TV and Class A TV 
broadcast station shall maintain a 
local telephone number in its commu-
nity of license or a toll-free number. 

[63 FR 49497, Sept. 16, 1998, as amended at 65 
FR 30003, May 10, 2000; 66 FR 21690, May 1, 
2001; 67 FR 13232, Mar. 21, 2002] 

§ 73.1150 Transferring a station. 
(a) In transferring a broadcast sta-

tion, the licensee may retain no right 
of reversion of the license, no right to 
reassignment of the license in the fu-
ture, and may not reserve the right to 
use the facilities of the station for any 
period whatsoever. 

(b) No license, renewal of license, as-
signment of license or transfer of con-
trol of a corporate licensee will be 
granted or authorized if there is a con-
tract, arrangement or understanding, 
express or implied, pursuant to which, 
as consideration or partial consider-
ation for the assignment or transfer, 
such rights, as stated in paragraph (a) 
of this section, are retained. 

(c) Licensees and/or permittees au-
thorized to operate in the 535–1605 kHz 

and in the 1605–1705 kHz band pursuant 
to the Report and Order in MM Docket 
No. 87–267 will not be permitted to as-
sign or transfer control of the license 
or permit for a single frequency during 
the period that joint operation is au-
thorized. 

(d) Authorizations awarded pursuant 
to the noncommercial educational 
point system in subpart K are subject 
to the holding period in § 73.7005. Appli-
cations for an assignment or transfer 
filed prior to the end of the holding pe-
riod must demonstrate the factors enu-
merated therein. 

[44 FR 58720, Oct. 11, 1979, as amended at 56 
FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991; 65 FR 36378, June 8, 
2000] 

§ 73.1201 Station identification. 
(a) When regularly required. Broadcast 

station identification announcements 
shall be made: 

(1) At the beginning and ending of 
each time of operation, and 

(2) Hourly, as close to the hour as 
feasible, at a natural break in program 
offerings. Television and Class A tele-
vision broadcast stations may make 
these announcements visually or au-
rally. 

(b) Content. (1) Official station identi-
fication shall consist of the station’s 
call letters immediately followed by 
the community or communities speci-
fied in its license as the station’s loca-
tion; Provided, That the name of the li-
censee, the station’s frequency, the 
station’s channel number, as stated on 
the station’s license, and/or the sta-
tion’s network affiliation may be in-
serted between the call letters and sta-
tion location. DTV stations, or DAB 
Stations, choosing to include the sta-
tion’s channel number in the station 
identification must use the station’s 
major channel number and may distin-
guish multicast program streams. For 
example, a DTV station with major 
channel number 26 may use 26.1 to 
identify an HDTV program service and 
26.2 to identify an SDTV program serv-
ice. A radio station operating in DAB 
hybrid mode or extended hybrid mode 
shall identify its digital signal, includ-
ing any free multicast audio program-
ming streams, in a manner that appro-
priately alerts its audience to the fact 
that it is listening to a digital audio 
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