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Federal Communications Commission § 73.23 

signal strength of at least 1 mV/m from 
an authorized FM station. 

[47 FR 8587, Mar. 1, 1982, as amended at 47 FR 
13164, Mar. 29, 1982; 47 FR 13812, Apr. 1, 1982; 
50 FR 18821, May 2, 1985; 50 FR 47054, Nov. 14, 
1985; 56 FR 64856, Dec. 12, 1991; 62 FR 51058, 
Sept. 30, 1997; 66 FR 20755, Apr. 25, 2001] 

§ 73.21 Classes of AM broadcast chan-
nels and stations. 

(a) Clear channel. A clear channel is 
one on which stations are assigned to 
serve wide areas. These stations are 
protected from objectionable inter-
ference within their primary service 
areas and, depending on the class of 
station, their secondary service areas. 
Stations operating on these channels 
are classified as follows: 

(1) Class A station. A Class A station 
is an unlimited time station that oper-
ates on a clear channel and is designed 
to render primary and secondary serv-
ice over an extended area and at rel-
atively long distances from its trans-
mitter. Its primary service area is pro-
tected from objectionable interference 
from other stations on the same and 
adjacent channels, and its secondary 
service area is protected from inter-
ference from other stations on the 
same channel. (See § 73.182). The oper-
ating power shall not be less than 10 
kW nor more than 50 kW. (Also see 
§ 73.25(a)). 

(2) Class B station. A Class B station 
is an unlimited time station which is 
designed to render service only over a 
primary service area. Class B stations 
are authorized to operate with a min-
imum power of 0.25 kW (or, if less than 
0.25 kW, an equivalent RMS antenna 
field of at least 141 mV/m at 1 km) and 
a maximum power of 50 kW, or 10 kW 
for stations that are authorized to op-
erate in the 1605–1705 kHz band. 

(3) Class D station. A Class D station 
operates either daytime, limited time 
or unlimited time with nighttime 
power less than 0.25 kW and an equiva-
lent RMS antenna field of less 
than141 mV/m at one km. Class D sta-
tions shall operate with daytime pow-
ers not less than 0.25 kW nor more than 
50 kW. Nighttime operations of Class D 
stations are not afforded protection 
and must protect all Class A and Class 
B operations during nighttime hours. 
New Class D stations that had not been 

previously licensed as Class B will not 
be authorized. 

(b) Regional Channel. A regional 
channel is one on which Class B and 
Class D stations may operate and serve 
primarily a principal center of popu-
lation and the rural area contiguous 
thereto. 

NOTE: Until the North American Regional 
Broadcasting Agreement (NARBA) is termi-
nated with respect to the Bahama Islands 
and the Dominican Republic, radiation to-
ward those countries from a Class B station 
may not exceed the level that would be pro-
duced by an omnidirectional antenna with a 
transmitted power of 5 kW, or such lower 
level as will comply with NARBA require-
ments for protection of stations in the Ba-
hama Islands and the Dominican Republic 
against objectionable interference. 

(c) Local channel. A local channel is 
one on which stations operate unlim-
ited time and serve primarily a com-
munity and the suburban and rural 
areas immediately contiguous thereto. 

(1) Class C station. A Class C station is 
a station operating on a local channel 
and is designed to render service only 
over a primary service area that may 
be reduced as a consequence of inter-
ference in accordance with § 73.182. The 
power shall not be less than 0.25 kW, 
nor more than 1 kW. Class C stations 
that are licensed to operate with 0.1 
kW may continue to do so. 

[56 FR 64856, Dec. 12, 1991] 

§ 73.23 AM broadcast station applica-
tions affected by international 
agreements. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, no application for an 
AM station will be accepted for filing if 
authorization of the facilities re-
quested would be inconsistent with 
international commitments of the 
United States under treaties and other 
international agreements, arrange-
ments and understandings. (See list of 
such international instruments in 
§ 73.1650(b)). Any such application that 
is inadvertently accepted for filing will 
be dismissed. 

(b) AM applications that involve con-
flicts only with the North American 
Regional Broadcasting Agreement 
(NARBA), but that are in conformity 
with the remaining treaties and other 
international agreements listed in 
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§ 73.1650(b) and with the other require-
ments of this part 73, will be granted 
subject to such modifications as the 
FCC may subsequently find appro-
priate, taking international consider-
ations into account. 

(c) In the case of any application des-
ignated for hearing on issues other 
than those related to consistency with 
international relationships and as to 
which no final decision has been ren-
dered, whenever action under this sec-
tion becomes appropriate because of in-
consistency with international rela-
tionships, the applicant involved shall, 
notwithstanding the provisions 
§§ 73.3522 and 73.3571, be permitted to 
amend its application to achieve con-
sistency with such relationships. In 
such cases the provisions of § 73.3605(c) 
will apply. 

(d) In some circumstances, special 
international considerations may re-
quire that the FCC, in acting on appli-
cations, follow procedures different 
from those established for general use. 
In such cases, affected applicants will 
be informed of the procedures to be fol-
lowed. 

[56 FR 64856, Dec. 12, 1991] 

§ 73.24 Broadcast facilities; showing 
required. 

An authorization for a new AM 
broadcast station or increase in facili-
ties of an existing station will be 
issued only after a satisfactory show-
ing has been made in regard to the fol-
lowing, among others: 

(a) That the proposed assignment 
will tend to effect a fair, efficient, and 
equitable distribution of radio service 
among the several states and commu-
nities. 

(b) That a proposed new station (or a 
proposed change in the facilities of an 
authorized station) complies with the 
pertinent requirements of § 73.37 of this 
chapter. 

(c) That the applicant is financially 
qualified to construct and operate the 
proposed station. 

(d) That the applicant is legally 
qualified. That the applicant (or the 
person or persons in control of an ap-
plicant corporation or other organiza-
tion) is of good character and possesses 
other qualifications sufficient to pro-
vide a satisfactory public service. 

(e) That the technical equipment pro-
posed, the location of the transmitter, 
and other technical phases of operation 
comply with the regulations governing 
the same, and the requirements of good 
engineering practice. 

(f) That the facilities sought are sub-
ject to assignment as requested under 
existing international agreements and 
the rules and regulations of the Com-
mission. 

(g) That the population within the 1 
V/m contour does not exceed 1.0 per-
cent of the population within the 25 
mV/m contour: Provided, however, That 
where the number of persons within 
the 1 V/m contour is 300 or less the pro-
visions of this paragraph are not appli-
cable. 

(h) That, in the case of an application 
for a Class B or Class D station on a 
clear channel, the proposed station 
would radiate, during two hours fol-
lowing local sunrise and two hours pre-
ceding local sunset, in any direction 
toward the 0.1 mV/m groundwave con-
tour of a co-channel United States 
Class A station, no more than the max-
imum value permitted under the provi-
sions of § 73.187. 

(i) That, for all stations, the daytime 
5 mV/m contour encompasses the en-
tire principal community to be served. 
That, for stations in the 535–1605 kHz 
band, 80% of the principal community 
is encompassed by the nighttime 5 mV/ 
m contour or the nighttime inter-
ference-free contour, whichever value 
is higher. That, for stations in the 1605– 
1705 kHz band, 50% of the principal 
community is encompassed by the 5 
mV/m contour or the nighttime inter-
ference-free contour, whichever value 
is higher. That, Class D stations with 
nighttime authorizations need not 
demonstrate such coverage during 
nighttime operation. 

(j) That the public interest, conven-
ience, and necessity will be served 
through the operation under the pro-
posed assignment. 

[28 FR 13574, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 38 
FR 5874, Mar. 5, 1973; 49 FR 43960, Nov. 1, 1984; 
50 FR 40014, Oct. 1, 1985; 52 FR 11654, Apr. 10, 
1987; 53 FR 1031, Jan. 15, 1988; 56 FR 64857, 
Dec. 12, 1991] 
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