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Federal Communications Commission § 90.173 

channel assignment(s) with a foreign 
administration is not required. 

Subpart H—Policies Governing the 
Assignment of Frequencies 

§ 90.171 Scope. 
This subpart contains detailed infor-

mation concerning the policies under 
which the Commission assigns fre-
quencies for the use of licensees under 
this part, frequency coordination pro-
cedures, and procedures under which li-
censees may cooperatively share radio 
facilities. 

§ 90.173 Policies governing the assign-
ment of frequencies. 

(a) Except as indicated in paragraph 
(j) of this section, the frequencies 
which ordinarily may be assigned to 
stations in the services governed by 
this part are listed in subparts B, C and 
F of this part. Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided in this part, fre-
quencies assigned to land mobile sta-
tions are available on a shared basis 
only and will not be assigned for the 
exclusive use of any licensee. 

(b) All applicants and licensees shall 
cooperate in the selection and use of 
frequencies in order to reduce inter-
ference and make the most effective 
use of the authorized facilities. Licens-
ees of stations suffering or causing 
harmful interference are expected to 
cooperate and resolve this problem by 
mutually satisfactory arrangements. If 
the licensees are unable to do so, the 
Commission may impose restrictions 
including specifying the transmitter 
power, antenna height, or area or hours 
of operation of the stations concerned. 
Further the use of any frequency at a 
given geographical location may be de-
nied when, in the judgment of the Com-
mission, its use in that location is not 
in the public interest; the use of any 
frequency may be restricted as to spec-
ified geographical areas, maximum 
power, or such other operating condi-
tions, contained in this part or in the 
station authorization. 

(c) Frequencies allocated for Federal 
Government radio stations under Exec-
utive order of the President may be au-
thorized for the use of stations in these 
services upon appropriate showing by 
the applicant that such assignment is 

necessary for inter-communication 
with government stations or required 
for coordination with activities of the 
Federal Government, and where the 
Commission finds, after consultation 
with the appropriate government agen-
cy or agencies, that such assignment is 
necessary. 

(d) The radio facilities authorized 
under this part are intended for use in 
connection with and as an adjunct to 
the primary governmental or business 
activities of the licensee. 

(e) Persons requesting authority to 
operate in the band 25–50 MHz should 
recognize that this band is shared with 
various services in other countries and 
that harmful interference may be 
caused by the propagation of signals in 
this band from distant stations. No 
protection from such harmful inter-
ference generally can be expected. 

(f) Applications for stations in the 
150–174 MHz and 421–512 MHz bands for 
operation on frequencies 15 kHz or less 
removed from existing stations in the 
same geographic area will be granted 
based upon a recommendation from the 
applicable frequency coordinator as 
specified in §§ 90.20(c)(2) and 90.35(b)(2). 

(g) In the states of Alaska and Ha-
waii, and in areas outside the conti-
nental limits of the United States and 
the adjacent waters, the frequencies 
above 150.8 MHz which are listed else-
where in this part as available for as-
signment to base stations or mobile 
stations in the Industrial/Business Pool 
are also available for assignment to 
operational fixed stations in the Indus-
trial/Business Pool on a secondary 
basis. 

(h) In the Public Safety Pool, base 
stations may be authorized to operate 
on a secondary basis on frequencies 
below 450 MHz which are available to 
mobile stations. 

(i) In the 450–470 MHz band, the fre-
quencies are ordinarily assigned in 
pairs, with the mobile station transmit 
frequency 5 MHz above the paired base 
station transmit frequency. In the 470– 
512 MHz band, the frequencies are ordi-
narily assigned in pairs with the mo-
bile station transmit frequency 3 MHz 
above the paired base station transmit 
frequency. In the Industrial/Business 
Pool, in the 150 MHz band, the fre-
quencies subject to § 90.35(c)(6) may be 
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