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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–07 Edition) § 95.1 

Subpart A—General Mobile Radio 
Service (GMRS) 

SOURCE: 48 FR 35237, Aug. 3, 1983, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 95.1 The General Mobile Radio Serv-
ice (GMRS). 

(a) The GMRS is a land mobile radio 
service available to persons for short- 
distance two-way communications to 
facilitate the activities of licensees and 
their immediate family members. Each 
licensee manages a system consisting 
of one or more stations. 

(b) The 218–219 MHz Service is a two- 
way radio service authorized for sys-
tem licensees to provide communica-
tion service to subscribers in a specific 
service area. The rules for this service 
are contained in subpart F of this part. 

[48 FR 35237, Aug. 3, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 7345, Feb. 22, 1985; 53 FR 47714, Nov. 25, 
1988; 57 FR 8275, Mar. 9, 1992; 62 FR 23163, Apr. 
29, 1997; 64 FR 59659, Nov. 3, 1999] 

§ 95.3 License required. 
Before any station transmits on any 

channel authorized in the GMRS from 
any point (a geographical location) 
within or over the territorial limits of 
any area where radio services are regu-
lated by the FCC, the responsible party 
must obtain a license (a written author-
ization from the FCC for a GMRS sys-
tem). 

[53 FR 47714, Nov. 25, 1988] 

§ 95.5 Licensee eligibility. 
(a) An individual (one man or one 

woman) is eligible to obtain, renew, 
and have modified a GMRS system li-
cense if that individual is 18 years of 
age or older and is not a representative 
of a foreign government. 

(b) A non-individual (an entity other 
than an individual) is ineligible to ob-
tain a new GMRS system license or 
make a major modification to an exist-
ing GMRS system license (see § 1.929 of 
this chapter). 

(c) A GMRS system licensed to a non- 
individual before July 31, 1987, is eligi-
ble to renew that license and all subse-
quent licenses based upon it if: 

(1) The non-individual is a partner-
ship and each partner is 18 years of age 
or older; a corporation; an association; 

a state, territorial, or local govern-
ment unit; or a legal entity; 

(2) The non-individual is not a for-
eign government; a representative of a 
foreign government; or a federal gov-
ernment agency; and 

(3) The licensee has not been granted 
a major modification to its GMRS sys-
tem. 

[64 FR 53241, Oct. 1, 1999] 

§ 95.7 Channel sharing. 
(a) Channels or channel pairs (one 462 

MHz frequency listed in § 95.29(a) of this 
part and one 467 MHz frequency listed 
in § 95.29(b) of this part) are available 
to GMRS systems only on a shared 
basis and will not be assigned for the 
exclusive use of any licensee. All sta-
tion operators and GMRS system li-
censees must cooperate in the selection 
and use of channels to reduce inter-
ference and to make the most effective 
use of the facilities. 

(b) Licensees of GMRS systems suf-
fering or causing harmful interference 
are expected to cooperate and resolve 
this problem by mutually satisfactory 
arrangements. If the licensees are un-
able to do so, the FCC may impose re-
strictions including specifying the 
transmitter power, antenna height, or 
area or hours of operation of the sta-
tions concerned. Further, the use of 
any frequency at a given geographical 
location may be denied when, in the 
judgment of the FCC, its use in that lo-
cation is not in the public interest; the 
use of any channel or channel pair may 
be restricted as to specified geo-
graphical areas, maximum power, or 
other operating conditions. 

[48 FR 35237, Aug. 3, 1983, as amended at 53 
FR 47715, Nov. 25, 1988; 63 FR 68974, Dec. 14, 
1998; 64 FR 53241, Oct. 1, 1999] 

§ 95.21 GMRS system description. 
A GMRS system is one or more trans-

mitting units used by station operators 
to communicate messages. A GMRS 
system is comprised of: 

(a) One or more station operators; 
(b) One mobile station consisting of 

one or more mobile units (see § 95.23 of 
this part); 

(c) One or more land stations (op-
tional); 

(d) Paging receivers (optional); and 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 15:15 Nov 14, 2007 Jkt 211201 PO 00000 Frm 00538 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\211201.XXX 211201rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 C

F
R



529 

Federal Communications Commission § 95.29 

(e) Fixed stations (optional). 

[63 FR 68974, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 95.23 Mobile station description. 

(a) A mobile station is one or more 
units which transmit while moving or 
during temporary stops at unspecified 
points. 

(b) A mobile station unit may trans-
mit from any point within or over any 
areas where radio services are regu-
lated by the FCC except where addi-
tional considerations apply. 

(c) A mobile station unit may trans-
mit from an aircraft or ship, with the 
captain’s permission, which is: 

(1) Within or over any area where 
radio services are regulated by the FCC 
except where additional restrictions 
apply; and 

(2) On or over international waters, if 
the unit is transmitting from an air-
craft or ship of United States registry. 

[48 FR 35237, Aug. 3, 1983, as amended at 49 
FR 4003, Feb. 1, 1984; 63 FR 68974, Dec. 14, 
1998] 

§ 95.25 Land station description. 

(a) A land station is a unit which 
transmits from a specific address as de-
termined by the licensee. 

(1) An exact point as shown on the li-
cense; or 

(2) An unspecified point within an op-
erating area (an area within a circle 
centered on a point chosen by the ap-
plicant) as shown on the license, for a 
temporary period (one year or less). 

(b) The point from which every land 
station transmits must be within an 
area where radio services are regulated 
by the FCC. 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) A small control station is any con-

trol station which: 
(1) Has an antenna no more than 6.1 

meters (20 feet) above the ground or 
above the building or tree on which it 
is mounted (see § 95.51); and 

(2) Is: (i) South of Line A or west of 
Line C; or 

(ii) North of Line A or east of Line C, 
and the station transmits with no more 
than 5 watts ERP (effective radiated 
power). 

(e) A small base station is any base 
station that: 

(1) Has an antenna no more than 6.1 
meters (20 feet) above the ground or 
above the building or tree on which it 
is mounted (see § 95.51); and 

(2) Transmits with no more than 5 
watts ERP. 

(f) Each base station and each con-
trol station with an antenna height 
greater than 6.1 meters (20 feet) must 
be separately identified on Form 605. 
See §§ 95.25 (d) and (e) and 95.51 of this 
part. 

[48 FR 35237, Aug. 3, 1983, as amended at 53 
FR 47715, Nov. 25, 1988; 53 FR 51625, Dec. 22, 
1988; 63 FR 68974, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 95.27 Paging receiver description. 

A paging receiver is a unit capable of 
receiving the radio signals from a base 
station for the bearer to hear a page 
(someone’s name or other identifier 
said in order to find, summon or notify 
him/her) spoken by the base station op-
erator. 

§ 95.29 Channels available. 

(a) For a base station, fixed station, 
mobile station, or repeater station (a 
GMRS station that simultaneously re-
transmits the transmission of another 
GMRS station on a different channel or 
channels), the licensee of the GMRS 
system must select the transmitting 
channels or channel pairs (see § 95.7(a) 
of this part) for the stations in the 
GMRS system from the following 462 
MHz channels: 

462.5500, 462.5750, 462.6000, 462.6250, 462.6500, 
462.6750, 462.7000 and 462.7250. 

(b) For a mobile station, control sta-
tion, or fixed station operated in the 
duplex mode, the following 467 MHz 
channels may be used only to transmit 
communications through a repeater 
station and for remotely controlling a 
repeater station. The licensee of the 
GMRS system must select the trans-
mitting channels or channel pairs (see 
§ 95.7(a) of this part) for the stations 
operated in the duplex mode, from the 
following 467 MHz channels: 

467.5500, 467.5750, 467.6000, 467.6250, 467.6500, 
467.6750, 467.7000 and 467.7250. 

(c)–(e) [Reserved] 
(f) Except for a GMRS system li-

censed to a non-individual, a mobile 
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