Surface Transportation Board, DOT

Persons seeking further information con-
cerning abandonment procedures may con-
tact the Surface Transportation Board or
refer to the full abandonment or discontinu-
ance regulations at 49 CFR part 1152. Ques-
tions concerning environmental issues may
be directed to the Board’s Section of Envi-
ronmental Analysis.

An environmental assessment (EA) (or en-
vironmental impact statement (EIS), if nec-
essary) prepared by the Section of Environ-
mental Analysis will be served upon all par-
ties of record and upon any agencies or other
persons who commented during its prepara-
tion. Any other persons who would like to
obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS) may contact
the Section of Environmental Analysis. EAs
in these abandonment proceedings normally
will be made available within 60 days of the
filing of the petition. The deadline for sub-
mission of comments on the EA will gen-
erally be within 30 days of its service.

(d) A petitioner for an abandonment
exemption must serve a copy of the pe-
tition on the persons receiving notices
of exemption under §1152.50(d). The pe-
tition must include the following state-
ment: ‘“Based on information in our
possession, the line (does) (does not)
contain federally granted right-of-way.
Any documentation in petitioner’s pos-
session will be made available prompt-
ly to those requesting it.”’

(e) As Provided in §1152.29(e)(2), rail
carriers that receive authority to aban-
don a line by individual exemption
under 49 U.S.C. 10502 must file with the
Board a notice that abandonment has
been consummated.

[61 FR 67883, Dec. 24, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 34670, June 27, 1997]
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§1177.1 Definitions and classifications
of documents.

(a) A “primary document’ is a mort-
gage (excluding those under the Ship
Mortgage Act of 1920, as amended—46
U.S.C. et seq.), lease, equipment trust
agreement, conditional sales agree-
ment, assignment of a lease or leases
which have not previously been filed,
or other instrument evidencing the
mortgage, lease, conditional sale, or
bailment of one or more vessels oper-
ated subject to Surface Transportation
Board jurisdiction, railroad cars, loco-
motives, or other rolling stock for a
use related to interstate commerce.

(b) A ‘‘secondary document’ is any
assignment of rights or interest, sup-
plement, or amendment to any primary
or other secondary document. These in-
clude releases, discharges, or satisfac-
tions, either total or partial.

§1177.2 To whom documents should be
submitted for recordation.

Documents to be recorded shall be
submitted in person or by mail ad-
dressed to the Secretary, Surface
Transportation Board, Washington, DC
20423. All documents submitted by mail
should clearly state ‘“‘Documents for
Recordation’’ on the envelope.

§1177.3 Requirements for submission.

In order to be accepted for recorda-
tion, an original of any primary or sec-
ondary document must:

(a) Be in writing and executed by the
parties to the document, and acknowl-
edged or verified either in a form:

(1) Authorized by the law of the
state, territory, district or possession
where executed for the acknowledge-
ment or verification of deeds of land; or

(2) Substantially as follows:

INDIVIDUAL FORM OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I, (name of signor), certify that | am the
person described in and who executed the
foregoing instrument and that | acknowledge
that | executed the same as my free act and
deed. | further declare (certify, verify or
state) under penalty of perjury (‘““under the
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