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(2) Ensure that the in-flight security
coordinator notifies all crewmembers
of the threat, any evaluation thereof,
and any measures to be applied; and

(3) Immediately notify the appro-
priate airport operator.

(b) Flight: Inspection. Upon receipt of
a specific and credible threat to the se-
curity of a flight, each aircraft oper-
ator must attempt to determine wheth-
er or not any explosive or incendiary is
present by doing the following:

(1) Conduct a security inspection on
the ground before the next flight or, if
the aircraft is in flight, immediately
after its next landing.

(2) If the aircraft is on the ground,
immediately deplane all passengers
and submit that aircraft to a security
search.

(3) If the aircraft is in flight, imme-
diately advise the pilot in command of
all pertinent information available so
that necessary emergency action can
be taken.

(c) Ground facility. Upon receipt of a
specific and credible threat to a spe-
cific ground facility at the airport, the
aircraft operator must:

(1) Immediately notify the appro-
priate airport operator.

(2) Inform all other aircraft operators
and foreign air carriers at the threat-
ened facility.

(3) Conduct a security inspection.

(d) Notification. Upon receipt of any
bomb threat against the security of a
flight or facility, or upon receiving in-
formation that an act or suspected act
of air piracy has been committed, the
aircraft operator also must notify TSA.
If the aircraft is iIn airspace under
other than U.S. jurisdiction, the air-
craft operator must also notify the ap-
propriate authorities of the State in
whose territory the aircraft is located
and, if the aircraft is in flight, the ap-
propriate authorities of the State in
whose territory the aircraft is to land.
Notification of the appropriate air traf-
fic controlling authority is sufficient
action to meet this requirement.

§1544.305 Security Directives and In-
formation Circulars.

(@) TSA may issue an Information
Circular to notify aircraft operators of
security concerns. When TSA deter-
mines that additional security meas-
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ures are necessary to respond to a
threat assessment or to a specific
threat against civil aviation, TSA
issues a Security Directive setting
forth mandatory measures.

(b) Each aircraft operator required to
have an approved aircraft operator se-
curity program must comply with each
Security Directive issued to the air-
craft operator by TSA, within the time
prescribed in the Security Directive for
compliance.

(c) Each aircraft operator that re-
ceives a Security Directive must—

(1) Within the time prescribed in the
Security Directive, verbally acknowl-
edge receipt of the Security Directive
to TSA.

(2) Within the time prescribed in the
Security Directive, specify the method
by which the measures in the Security
Directive have been implemented (or
will be implemented, if the Security
Directive is not yet effective).

(d) In the event that the aircraft op-
erator is unable to implement the
measures in the Security Directive, the
aircraft operator must submit proposed
alternative measures and the basis for
submitting the alternative measures to
TSA for approval. The aircraft oper-
ator must submit the proposed alter-
native measures within the time pre-
scribed in the Security Directive. The
aircraft operator must implement any
alternative measures approved by TSA.

(e) Each aircraft operator that re-
ceives a Security Directive may com-
ment on the Security Directive by sub-
mitting data, views, or arguments in
writing to TSA. TSA may amend the
Security Directive based on comments
received. Submission of a comment
does not delay the effective date of the
Security Directive.

(f) Each aircraft operator that re-
ceives a Security Directive or Informa-
tion Circular and each person who re-
ceives information from a Security Di-
rective or Information Circular must:

(1) Restrict the availability of the Se-
curity Directive or Information Cir-
cular, and information contained in ei-
ther document, to those persons with
an operational need-to-know.

(2) Refuse to release the Security Di-
rective or Information Circular, and in-
formation contained in either docu-
ment, to persons other than those with

352



Transportation Security Administration, DHS

an operational need-to-know without
the prior written consent of TSA.

Subpart E—Screener Qualifica-
tions When the Aircraft Oper-
ator Performs Screening

§1544.401 Applicability of this sub-
part.

(a) Aircraft operator screening. This
subpart applies when the aircraft oper-
ator is conducting inspections as pro-
vided in §1544.207(c).

(b) Current screeners. As used in this
subpart, ‘‘current screener’’ means
each individual who first performed
screening functions before the date the
aircraft operator must begin use of the
new screener training program pro-
vided by TSA. Until November 19, 2002,
each current screener must comply
with §1544.403. Until November 19, 2002,
each aircraft operator must apply
§1544.403 for each current screener. On
and after November 19, 2002, each such
current screener must comply with
§§1544.405 through 1544.411, and each
aircraft operator must comply with
§§1544.405 through 1544.411 for such indi-
viduals.

(c) New screeners. As used in this sub-
part, ‘‘new screener’” means each indi-
vidual who first performs screening
functions on and after the date the air-
craft operator must begin use of the
new screener training program pro-
vided by TSA. Each aircraft operator
must apply §§1544.405 through 1544.411
for individuals who first perform
screening functions for new screeners.

§1544.403 Current screeners.

This section applies to current
screeners. This section no longer ap-
plies on and after November 19, 2002.

(a) No aircraft operator may use any
person to perform any screening func-
tion, unless that person has:

(1) A high school diploma, a General
Equivalency Diploma, or a combina-
tion of education and experience that
the aircraft operator has determined to
have equipped the person to perform
the duties of the position.

(2) Basic aptitudes and physical abili-
ties including color perception, visual
and aural acuity, physical coordina-
tion, and motor skills to the following
standards:

§1544.403

(i) Screeners operating X-ray equip-
ment must be able to distinguish on
the X-ray monitor the appropriate im-
aging standard specified in the aircraft
operator’s security program. Wherever
the X-ray system displays colors, the
operator must be able to perceive each
color;

(ii) Screeners operating any screen-
ing equipment must be able to distin-
guish each color displayed on every
type of screening equipment and ex-
plain what each color signifies;

(iii) Screeners must be able to hear
and respond to the spoken voice and to
audible alarms generated by screening
equipment in an active checkpoint en-
vironment;

(iv) Screeners performing physical
searches or other related operations
must be able to efficiently and thor-
oughly manipulate and handle such
baggage, containers, and other objects
subject to security processing; and

(v) Screeners who perform pat-downs
or hand-held metal detector searches of
persons must have sufficient dexterity
and capability to thoroughly conduct
those procedures over a person’s entire
body.

(3) The ability to read, speak, and
write English well enough to—

(i) Carry out written and oral in-
structions regarding the proper per-
formance of screening duties;

(ii) Read English language identifica-
tion media, credentials, airline tickets,
and labels on items normally encoun-
tered in the screening process;

(iii) Provide direction to and under-
stand and answer questions from
English-speaking persons undergoing
screening; and

(iv) Write incident reports and state-
ments and log entries into security
records in the English language.

(4) Satisfactorily completed all ini-
tial, recurrent, and appropriate special-
ized training required by the aircraft
operator’s security program, except as
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion.

(b) The aircraft operator may use a
person who has not completed the
training required by paragraph (a)(4) of
this section during the on-the-job por-
tion of training to perform security
functions provided that the person:

(1) Is closely supervised, and
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