
16 

49 CFR Ch. I (10–1–07 Edition) § 190.231 

(2) Subsequently damages a pipeline 
facility and knows or has reason to 
know of the damage but fails to 
promptly report the damage to the op-
erator and to the appropriate authori-
ties; or 

(3) Subsequently damages a haz-
ardous liquid pipeline facility that re-
sults in the release of more than 50 bar-
rels of product; shall, upon conviction, 
be subject for each offense to a fine of 
not more than $5,000, imprisonment for 
a term not to exceed 5 years, or both. 

(f) No person shall be subject to 
criminal penalties under paragraph (a) 
of this section for violation of any reg-
ulation and the violation of any order 
issued under § 190.217, § 190.219 or 
§ 190.229 if both violations are based on 
the same act. 

[45 FR 20413, Mar. 27, 1980, as amended by 
Amdt. 190–2, 54 FR 32344, Aug. 7, 1989; Amdt. 
190–4, 56 FR 63770, Dec. 5, 1991; Amdt. 190–6, 61 
FR 18515, Apr. 26, 1996; 70 FR 11138, Mar. 8, 
2005] 

§ 190.231 Referral for prosecution. 
If an employee of the Pipeline and 

Hazardous Materials Safety Adminis-
tration becomes aware of any actual or 
possible activity subject to criminal 
penalties under § 190.229, the employee 
reports it to the Office of the Chief 
Counsel, Pipeline and Hazardous Mate-
rials Safety Administration, U.S. De-
partment of Transportation, Wash-
ington, DC 20590. The Chief Counsel re-
fers the report to OPS for investiga-
tion. Upon completion of the investiga-
tion and if appropriate, the Chief Coun-
sel refers the report to the Department 
of Justice for criminal prosecution of 
the offender. 

[Amdt. 190–6, 61 FR 18515, Apr. 26, 1996, as 
amended at 70 FR 11137, Mar. 8, 2005] 

SPECIFIC RELIEF 

§ 190.233 Corrective action orders. 
(a) Except as provided by paragraph 

(b) of this section, if the Associate Ad-
ministrator, OPS finds, after reason-
able notice and opportunity for hearing 
in accord with paragraph (c) of this 
section and § 190.211(a), a particular 
pipeline facility to be hazardous to life, 
property, or the environment, the As-
sociate Administrator, OPS shall issue 
an order pursuant to this section re-

quiring the owner or operator of the fa-
cility to take corrective action. Cor-
rective action may include suspended 
or restricted use of the facility, phys-
ical inspection, testing, repair, replace-
ment, or other appropriate action. 

(b) The Associate Administrator, 
OPS may waive the requirement for 
notice and opportunity for hearing 
under paragraph (a) of this section be-
fore issuing an order pursuant to this 
section when the Associate Adminis-
trator, OPS determines that the failure 
to do so would result in the likelihood 
of serious harm to life, property, or the 
environment. However, the Associate 
Administrator, OPS shall provide an 
opportunity for a hearing as soon as is 
practicable after the issuance of a com-
pliance order. The provisions of para-
graph (c)(2) of this section apply to an 
owner or operator’s decision to exercise 
its opportunity for a hearing. The pur-
pose of such a post-order hearing is for 
the Associate Administrator, OPS to 
determine whether a compliance order 
should remain in effect or be rescinded 
or suspended in accord with paragraph 
(g) of this section. 

(c) Notice and hearing: 
(1) Written notice that OPS intends 

to issue an order under this section 
shall be served upon the owner or oper-
ator of an alleged hazardous facility in 
accordance with § 190.5. The notice 
shall allege the existence of a haz-
ardous facility and state the facts and 
circumstances supporting the issuance 
of a corrective action order. The notice 
shall also provide the owner or oper-
ator with the opportunity for a hearing 
and shall identify a time and location 
where a hearing may be held. 

(2) An owner or operator that elects 
to exercise its opportunity for a hear-
ing under this section must notify the 
Associate Administrator, OPS of that 
election in writing within 10 days of 
service of the notice provided under 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, or 
under paragraph (b) of this section 
when applicable. The absence of such 
written notification waives an owner 
or operator’s opportunity for a hearing 
and allows the Associate Adminis-
trator, OPS to issue a corrective action 
order in accordance with paragraphs 
(d) through (h) of this section. 
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