§238.3

and enforcing additional or more strin-
gent requirements not inconsistent
with this part.

(c) Railroads to which this part ap-
plies shall be responsible for compli-
ance with all of the requirements con-
tained in §§238.15, 238.17, 238.19, 238.107,
238.109, and subpart D of this part effec-
tive January 1, 2002.

(1) A railroad may request earlier ap-
plication of the requirements con-
tained in §§238.15, 238.17, 238.19, 238.107,
238.109, and subpart D upon written no-
tification to FRA’s Associate Adminis-
trator for Safety. Such a request shall
indicate the railroad’s readiness and
ability to comply with all of the provi-
sions referenced in paragraph (c) intro-
ductory text of this section.

(2) Except for paragraphs (b) and (c)
of §238.309, a railroad may specifically
request earlier application of the main-
tenance and testing provisions con-
tained in §§238.309 and 238.311 simulta-
neously. In order to request earlier ap-
plication of these two sections, the
railroad shall indicate its readiness and
ability to comply with all of the provi-
sions contained in both of those sec-
tions.

(3) Paragraphs (b) and (c) of §238.309
apply beginning September 9, 1999.

[64 FR 25660, May 12, 1999, as amended at 65
FR 41305, July 3, 2000; 67 FR 19989, Apr. 23,
2002]

§238.3 Applicability.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, this part applies to
all:

(1) Railroads that operate intercity
or commuter passenger train service on
standard gage track which is part of
the general railroad system of trans-
portation; and

(2) Railroads that provide commuter
or other short-haul rail passenger train
service in a metropolitan or suburban
area as described by 49 U.S.C. 20102(1),
including public authorities operating
passenger train service.

(b) Railroads that permit to be used
or hauled on their lines passenger
equipment subject to this part, in vio-
lation of a power brake provision of
this part or a safety appliance provi-
sion of this part, are subject to the
power brake and safety appliance pro-
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visions of this part with respect to
such operations.

(c) This part does not apply to:

(1) Rapid transit operations in an
urban area that are not connected to
the general railroad system of trans-
portation;

(2) A railroad that operates only on
track inside an installation that is not
part of the general railroad system of
transportation;

(3) Tourist, scenic, historic, or excur-
sion operations, whether on or off the
general railroad system of transpor-
tation; or

(4) Circus trains.

§238.5 Definitions.

As used in this part—

AAR means the Association of Amer-
ican Railroads.

APTA means the American Public
Transit Association.

Actuator means a self-contained
brake system component that gen-
erates the force to apply the brake
shoe or brake pad to the wheel or disc.
An actuator typically consists of a cyl-
inder, piston, and piston rod.

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Railroad Admin-
istration or the Administrator’s dele-
gate.

Alerter means a device or system in-
stalled in the locomotive cab to pro-
mote continuous, active locomotive en-
gineer attentiveness by monitoring se-
lect locomotive engineer-induced con-
trol activities. If fluctuation of a mon-
itored locomotive engineer-induced
control activity is not detected within
a predetermined time, a sequence of
audible and visual alarms is activated
S0 as to progressively prompt a re-
sponse by the locomotive engineer.
Failure by the locomotive engineer to
institute a change of state in a mon-
itored control, or acknowledge the
alerter alarm activity through a man-
ual reset provision, results in a penalty
brake application that brings the loco-
motive or train to a stop.

Anti-climbing mechanism means the
parts at the ends of adjoining vehicles
in a train that are designed to engage
when subjected to large buff loads to
prevent the override of one vehicle by
another.
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