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§385.407 What conditions must a
motor carrier satisfy for FMCSA to
issue a safety permit?

(a) Motor carrier safety performance.
(1) The motor carrier must have a
‘‘Satisfactory’ safety rating assigned
by either FMCSA, pursuant to the
Safety Fitness Procedures of this part,
or the State in which the motor carrier
has its principal place of business, if
the State has adopted and implemented
safety fitness procedures that are
equivalent to the procedures in subpart
A of this part; and,

(2) FMCSA will not issue a safety
permit to a motor carrier that:

(i) Does not certify that it has a sat-
isfactory security program as required
in §385.407(b);

(ii) Has a crash rate in the top 30 per-
cent of the national average as indi-
cated in the FMCSA Motor Carrier
Management Information System
(MCMIS); or

(iii) Has a driver, vehicle, hazardous
materials, or total out-of-service rate
in the top 30 percent of the national av-
erage as indicated in the MCMIS.

(b) Satisfactory security program. The
motor carrier must certify that it has
a satisfactory security program, in-
cluding:

(1) A security plan meeting the re-
quirements of part 172, subpart | of this
title, and addressing how the carrier
will ensure the security of the written
route plan required by this part;

(2) A communications plan that al-
lows for contact between the commer-
cial motor vehicle operator and the
motor carrier to meet the periodic con-
tact requirements in §385.415(c)(1); and

(3) Successful completion by all
hazmat employees of the security
training required in §172.704(a)(4) and
(a)(5) of this title.

() Registration with the Research and
Special Programs Administration (RSPA).
The motor carrier must be registered
with RSPA in accordance with part 107,
subpart G of this title.

§385.411

§385.409 When may a temporary safe-
ty permit be issued to a motor car-
rier?

(a) Temporary safety permit. If a motor
carrier does not meet the criteria in
§385.407(a), FMCSA may issue it a tem-
porary safety permit. To obtain a tem-
porary safety permit a motor carrier
must certify on Form MCS-150B that it
is operating in full compliance with
the HMRs; with the FMCSRs, and/or
comparable State regulations, which-
ever is applicable; and with the min-
imum financial responsibility require-
ments in part 387 of this chapter or in
State regulations, whichever is appli-
cable.

(b) FMCSA will not issue a tem-
porary safety permit to a motor carrier
that:

(1) Does not certify that it has a sat-
isfactory security program as required
in §385.407(b);

(2) Has a crash rate in the top 30 per-
cent of the national average as indi-
cated in the FMCSA’s MCMIS; or

(3) Has a driver, vehicle, hazardous
materials, or total out-of-service rate
in the top 30 percent of the national av-
erage as indicated in the MCMIS.

(c) A temporary safety permit shall
be valid for 180 days after the date of
issuance or until the motor carrier is
assigned a new safety rating, which-
ever occurs first.

(1) A motor carrier that receives a
Satisfactory safety rating will be
issued a safety permit (see §385.421).

(2) A motor carrier that receives a
less than Satisfactory safety rating is
ineligible for a safety permit and will
be subject to revocation of its tem-
porary safety permit.

(d) If a motor carrier has not received
a safety rating within the 180-day time
period, FMCSA will extend the effec-
tive date of the temporary safety per-
mit for an additional 60 days, provided
the motor carrier demonstrates that it
is continuing to operate in full compli-
ance with the FMCSRs and HMRs.

§385.411 Must a motor carrier obtain a
safety permit if it has a State per-
mit?

Yes. However, if FMCSA is able to
verify that a motor carrier has a safety
permit issued by a State under a pro-
gram that FMCSA has determined to
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