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Administrator for information, wheth-
er by general or special order or other-
wise, to enable the Administrator to 
decide whether the Registered Im-
porter has complied or is complying 
with 49 U.S.C. Chapters 301 and 325, and 
the regulations issued thereunder. 

(p) Pay all fees either by certified 
check, cashier’s check, money order, 
credit card, or Electronic Funds Trans-
fer System made payable to the Treas-
urer of the United States, in accord-
ance with the invoice of fees incurred 
by the Registered Importer in the pre-
vious month that is provided by the 
Administrator. All such fees are due 
and payable not later than 15 days 
from the date of the invoice. 

(q) Not later than November 1, 2004, 
file with the Administrator all infor-
mation required by § 592.5(a), as amend-
ed. If a Registered Importer has pre-
viously provided any item of informa-
tion to the Administrator in its reg-
istration application, annual state-
ment, or notification of change, it may 
incorporate that item by reference in 
the filing required under this sub-
section, provided that it clearly indi-
cates the date, page, and entry of the 
previously-provided document. 

[69 FR 52095, Aug. 24, 2004, as amended at 70 
FR 57801, Oct. 4, 2005] 

§ 592.7 Suspension, revocation, and re-
instatement of suspended registra-
tions. 

This section specifies the acts and 
omissions that may result in suspen-
sions and revocations of registrations 
issued to Registered Importers by 
NHTSA, the process for such suspen-
sions and revocations, and the provi-
sions applicable to the reinstatement 
of suspended registrations. 

(a) Automatic suspension of a registra-
tion. 49 U.S.C. 30141(c)(4)(B) explicitly 
authorizes NHTSA to automatically 
suspend a registration when a Reg-
istered Importer does not, in a timely 
manner, pay a fee required by part 594 
of this chapter or knowingly files a 
false or misleading certification under 
49 U.S.C. 30146. NHTSA also may auto-
matically suspend a registration under 
other circumstances, as specified in 
paragraphs (3), (4) and (5) of this sec-
tion. 

(1) If the Administrator has not re-
ceived the annual fee from a Registered 
Importer by the close of business on 
October 10 of a year, or, if October 10 
falls on a weekend or holiday, by the 
next business day thereafter, or has 
not received any other fee owed by a 
Registered Importer within 15 calendar 
days from the date of the Administra-
tor’s invoice, the Registered Importer’s 
registration will be automatically sus-
pended at the beginning of the next 
business day. The Administrator will 
promptly notify the Registered Im-
porter in writing of the suspension. 
Such suspension shall remain in effect 
until reinstated pursuant to paragraph 
(c)(1) of this section. 

(2) If the Administrator decides that 
a Registered Importer has knowingly 
filed a false or misleading certification, 
(s)he shall promptly notify the Reg-
istered Importer in writing that its 
registration is automatically sus-
pended. The notification shall inform 
the Registered Importer of the facts 
and conduct upon which the decision is 
based, and the period of suspension 
(which begins as of the date indicated 
in the Administrator’s written notifi-
cation). The notification shall afford 
the Registered Importer an oppor-
tunity to seek reconsideration of the 
decision by presenting data, views, and 
arguments in writing and/or in person, 
within 30 days. Not later than 30 days 
after the submission of data, views, and 
arguments, the Administrator, after 
considering all the information avail-
able, shall notify the Registered Im-
porter in writing of his or her decision 
on reconsideration. Any suspension 
issued under this paragraph shall re-
main in effect until reinstated pursu-
ant to paragraph (c)(2) of this section. 

(3) If mail is undeliverable to the 
Registered Importer at the official 
street address it has provided to the 
Administrator, or if the telephone has 
been disconnected at the telephone 
number specified by the Registered Im-
porter, the Administrator may auto-
matically suspend the Registered Im-
porter’s registration. Such suspension 
shall remain in effect until the reg-
istration is reinstated pursuant to 
paragraph (c)(3) of this section. 

(4) If a Registered Importer, not later 
than November 1, 2004, does not file 
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with the Administrator all information 
required by § 592.5(a), as required by 
§ 592.6(q), the Administrator may auto-
matically suspend the registration. 
The Administrator shall promptly no-
tify the Registered Importer in writing 
of the suspension. Such a suspension 
shall remain in effect until the reg-
istration is reinstated pursuant to 
paragraph (c)(4) of this section. 

(5) If a Registered Importer releases 
one or more motor vehicles on the 
basis of a forged or falsified bond re-
lease letter, and the Administrator has 
not in fact issued such a letter, the Ad-
ministrator may automatically sus-
pend the registration. The Adminis-
trator shall promptly notify the Reg-
istered Importer in writing of the sus-
pension. 

(6) The Administrator, in his or her 
sole discretion, may provide notice of a 
proposed automatic suspension or rev-
ocation for reasons specified in para-
graphs (a)(1) through (a)(5) of this sec-
tion. 

(7) The notification shall afford the 
Registered Importer an opportunity to 
seek reconsideration of the decision by 
presenting data, views, and arguments 
in writing and/or in person, within 30 
days of such notification, before a deci-
sion, as provided in paragraph (b)(2) of 
this section. Not later than 30 days 
after the submission of data, views, and 
arguments, the Administrator, after 
considering all the information avail-
able, shall notify the Registered Im-
porter in writing of his or her decision 
on reconsideration. Any automatic sus-
pension issued under this paragraph 
shall remain in effect until reinstated 
pursuant to paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Non-automatic suspension or revoca-
tion of a registration. (1) 49 U.S.C. 
30141(c)(4)(A) authorizes NHTSA to re-
voke or suspend a registration if a Reg-
istered Importer does not comply with 
a requirement of 49 U.S.C. 30141–30147, 
or any of 49 U.S.C. 30112, 30115, 30117– 
30122, 30125(c), 30127, or 30166, or any 
regulations issued under these sec-
tions. These regulations include, but 
are not limited to, parts 567, 568, 573, 
577, 591, 593, and 594 of this chapter. 

(2) When the Administrator has rea-
son to believe that a Registered Im-
porter has violated one or more of the 

statutes or regulations cited in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section and that 
suspension or revocation would be an 
appropriate sanction under the cir-
cumstances, (s)he shall notify the Reg-
istered Importer in writing of the facts 
giving rise to the allegation of a viola-
tion and the proposed length of a sus-
pension, if applicable, or revocation. 
The notice shall afford the Registered 
Importer an opportunity to present 
data, views, and arguments, in writing 
and/or in person, within 30 days of the 
date of the notice, as to whether the 
violation occurred, why the registra-
tion ought not to be suspended or re-
voked, or whether the suspension 
should be shorter than proposed. If the 
Administrator decides, on the basis of 
the available information, that the 
Registered Importer has violated a 
statute or regulation, the Adminis-
trator may suspend or revoke the reg-
istration. The Administrator shall no-
tify the Registered Importer in writing 
of the decision, including the reasons 
for it. A suspension or revocation is ef-
fective as of the date of the Adminis-
trator’s written notification unless an-
other date is specified therein. The Ad-
ministrator shall state the period of 
any suspension in the notice to the 
Registered Importer. There shall be no 
opportunity to seek reconsideration of 
a decision issued under this paragraph. 

(c) Reinstatement of suspended registra-
tions. (1) When a registration has been 
suspended under paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section, the Administrator will re-
instate the registration when all fees 
owing are paid by wire transfer or cer-
tified check from a bank in the United 
States, together with a sum rep-
resenting 10 percent of the amount of 
the fees that were not timely paid. 

(2) When a registration has been sus-
pended under paragraph (a)(2) or (a)(5) 
of this section, the registration will be 
reinstated after the expiration of the 
period of suspension specified by the 
Administrator, or such earlier date as 
the Administrator may subsequently 
decide is appropriate. 

(3) When a registration has been sus-
pended under paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section, the registration will be rein-
stated when the Administrator decides 
that the Registered Importer has pro-
vided a street address to which mail to 
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it is deliverable and a telephone num-
ber in its name that is in service. 

(4) When a registration has been sus-
pended under paragraph (a)(4) of this 
section, the registration will be rein-
stated when the Administrator decides 
that the Registered Importer has pro-
vided all relevant documentation and 
information required by § 592.6(q). 

(5) When a registration has been sus-
pended under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, the registration will be reinstated 
after the expiration of the period of 
suspension specified by the Adminis-
trator, or such earlier date as the Ad-
ministrator may subsequently decide is 
appropriate. 

(6) When a suspended registration has 
been reinstated, NHTSA shall notify 
the Bureau of Customs and Border Pro-
tection promptly. 

(7) If a Registered Importer imports a 
motor vehicle on or after the date that 
its registration is suspended and before 
the date that the suspension ends, the 
Administrator may extend the suspen-
sion period by one day for each day 
that the Registered Importer has im-
ported a motor vehicle during the time 
that its registration has been sus-
pended. 

(d) Effect of suspension or revocation. 
(1) If a Registered Importer’s registra-
tion is suspended or revoked, as of the 
date of suspension or revocation the 
entity will not be considered a Reg-
istered Importer, will not have the 
rights and authorities appertaining 
thereto, and must cease importing, and 
will not be allowed to import, vehicles 
for resale. The Registered Importer 
will not be refunded any annual or 
other fees it has paid for the fiscal year 
in which its registration is revoked. 
The Administrator shall notify the Bu-
reau of Customs and Border Protection 
of any suspension or revocation of a 
registration not later than the first 
business day after such action is taken. 

(2) With respect to any vehicle for 
which it has not affixed a certification 
label and submitted a certificate of 
conformity to the Administrator under 
§ 592.6(d) at the time it is notified that 
its registration has been suspended or 
revoked, the Registered Importer must 
affix a certification label and submit a 
certificate of conformity within 120 
days from the date of entry. 

(3) When a registration has been re-
voked or suspended, the Registered Im-
porter must export within 30 days of 
the effective date of the suspension or 
revocation all vehicles that it imported 
to which it has not affixed a certifi-
cation label and furnished a certificate 
of conformity to the Administrator 
pursuant to § 592.6(d). 

(4) With respect to any vehicle im-
ported pursuant to § 591.5(f)(2)(ii) of this 
chapter that the Registered Importer 
has agreed to bring into compliance 
with all applicable standards and for 
which it has not certified and furnished 
a certificate of conformity to the Ad-
ministrator, the Registered Importer 
must immediately notify the owner of 
the vehicle in writing that its registra-
tion has been suspended or revoked. 

(e) Continuing obligations. A Reg-
istered Importer whose registration is 
suspended or revoked remains obli-
gated under § 592.6(i) to notify owners 
and to remedy noncompliances or safe-
ty related defects for each vehicle for 
which it has furnished a certificate of 
conformity to the Administrator. 

[69 FR 52098, Aug. 24, 2004] 

§ 592.8 Inspection; release of vehicle 
and bond. 

(a) With respect to any motor vehicle 
for which it must provide a certificate 
of conformity to the Administrator as 
required by § 592.6(d), a Registered Im-
porter shall not obtain title, licensing, 
or registration of the motor vehicle for 
use on the public roads, or release cus-
tody of it for such titling, licensing, or 
registration, except in accordance with 
the provisions of this section. 

(b) When conformance modifications 
to a motor vehicle have been com-
pleted, a Registered Importer shall sub-
mit the certification required by 
§ 592.6(d) to the Administrator. In certi-
fying a vehicle that the Administrator 
has determined to be substantially 
similar to one that has been certified 
by its original manufacturer for sale in 
the United States, the Registered Im-
porter may rely on any certification by 
the original manufacturer with respect 
to identical safety features if it also 
certifies that any modification that it 
undertook did not affect the compli-
ance of such safety features. Each sub-
mission shall be mailed by certified 
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