§300.106

§300.106 Exploratory fisheries.

(a) An exploratory fishery, for pur-
poses of this section, is a fishery that
was previously defined as a new fishery
under §300.105.

(b) A fishery will continue to be clas-
sified as an exploratory fishery until
sufficient information is available to:

(1) Evaluate the distribution, abun-
dance, and demography of the target
species, leading to an estimate of the
fishery’s potential yield.

(2) Review the fishery’s potential im-
pacts on dependent and related species.

(3) Allow the CCAMLR Scientific
Committee to formulate and provide
advice to the Commission on appro-
priate harvest catch levels and fishing
gear.

(c) The operator of any vessel engag-
ing in an exploratory fishery must sub-
mit, by the date specified in the opera-
tor’s harvesting permit, catch, effort,
and related biological, ecological, and
environmental data as required by a
data collection plan for the fishery for-
mulated by the CCAMLR Scientific
Committee.

(d) In addition to the requirements in
§300.112, any individual planning to
enter an exploratory fishery must no-
tify the Assistant Administrator no
later than 4 months in advance of the
annual meeting of CCAMLR. The As-
sistant Administrator will not issue a
permit to enter an exploratory fishery
until after the requirements of §300.112
have been met and the meeting of
CCAMLR, which receives and considers
the notice made to the Assistant Ad-
ministrator, has been concluded.
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§300.107 Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

(a) Vessels. The operator of any vessel
required to have a harvesting permit
under this subpart must:

(1) Accurately maintain on board the
vessel all CCAMLR reports and records
required by its permit.

(2) Make such reports and records
available for inspection upon the re-
quest of an authorized officer or
CCAMLR inspector.

(3) Within the time specified in the
permit, submit a copy of such reports
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and records to NMFS at an address des-
ignated by NMFS.

(4) Install a NMFS approved VMS
unit for use in the CCAMLR Central-
ized satellite-linked vessel monitoring
system (C-VMS) on board U.S. vessels
harvesting Antarctic marine living re-
sources that automatically transmits
the vessel’s position at least every 4
hours to a NMFS-designated land-based
fisheries monitoring center or centers.
The unit must be operated from the
time the vessel leaves any port until
its return to any port. The require-
ments for the installation and oper-
ation of the VMS are set forth at
§300.116.

(b) Dealers. Dealers of AMLRSs re-
quired to have a permit under this sub-
part must:

(1) Accurately maintain all reports
and records required by their permits;

(2) Make such reports and records
available for inspection upon the re-
quest of an authorized officer or
CCAMLR inspector; and

(3) Within the time specified in the
permit, submit a copy of such reports
and records to NMFS at an address des-
ignated by NMFS.

(¢c) Catch documentation—(1) General.
(i) The CCAMLR DCD must accompany
all shipments of Dissostichus species as
required in this paragraph (c).

(ii) No shipment of Dissostichus spe-
cies shall be released for entry into the
United States unless accompanied by a
complete and validated CCAMLR DCD.

(iii) No shipment of Dissostichus spe-
cies identified as originating from a
high seas area designated by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations as Statistical Area 51
or Statistical Area 57 in the eastern
and western Indian Ocean outside and
north of the Convention Area shall be
issued a preapproval.

(2) Harvesting vessels. (i) In addition
to any AMLR harvesting permit or a
High Seas Fishing Compliance Act per-
mit issued pursuant to §300.12, a U.S.
vessel harvesting or attempting to har-
vest Dissostichus species, wherever
found, must possess a DCD issued by
NMFS which is non-transferable. The
master of the harvesting vessel must
ensure that catch information specified
on the DCD is accurately recorded.
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