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§ 300.106 Exploratory fisheries. 
(a) An exploratory fishery, for pur-

poses of this section, is a fishery that 
was previously defined as a new fishery 
under § 300.105. 

(b) A fishery will continue to be clas-
sified as an exploratory fishery until 
sufficient information is available to: 

(1) Evaluate the distribution, abun-
dance, and demography of the target 
species, leading to an estimate of the 
fishery’s potential yield. 

(2) Review the fishery’s potential im-
pacts on dependent and related species. 

(3) Allow the CCAMLR Scientific 
Committee to formulate and provide 
advice to the Commission on appro-
priate harvest catch levels and fishing 
gear. 

(c) The operator of any vessel engag-
ing in an exploratory fishery must sub-
mit, by the date specified in the opera-
tor’s harvesting permit, catch, effort, 
and related biological, ecological, and 
environmental data as required by a 
data collection plan for the fishery for-
mulated by the CCAMLR Scientific 
Committee. 

(d) In addition to the requirements in 
§ 300.112, any individual planning to 
enter an exploratory fishery must no-
tify the Assistant Administrator no 
later than 4 months in advance of the 
annual meeting of CCAMLR. The As-
sistant Administrator will not issue a 
permit to enter an exploratory fishery 
until after the requirements of § 300.112 
have been met and the meeting of 
CCAMLR, which receives and considers 
the notice made to the Assistant Ad-
ministrator, has been concluded. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 72 
FR 48509, Aug. 23, 2007] 

§ 300.107 Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements. 

(a) Vessels. The operator of any vessel 
required to have a harvesting permit 
under this subpart must: 

(1) Accurately maintain on board the 
vessel all CCAMLR reports and records 
required by its permit. 

(2) Make such reports and records 
available for inspection upon the re-
quest of an authorized officer or 
CCAMLR inspector. 

(3) Within the time specified in the 
permit, submit a copy of such reports 

and records to NMFS at an address des-
ignated by NMFS. 

(4) Install a NMFS approved VMS 
unit for use in the CCAMLR Central-
ized satellite-linked vessel monitoring 
system (C–VMS) on board U.S. vessels 
harvesting Antarctic marine living re-
sources that automatically transmits 
the vessel’s position at least every 4 
hours to a NMFS-designated land-based 
fisheries monitoring center or centers. 
The unit must be operated from the 
time the vessel leaves any port until 
its return to any port. The require-
ments for the installation and oper-
ation of the VMS are set forth at 
§ 300.116. 

(b) Dealers. Dealers of AMLRs re-
quired to have a permit under this sub-
part must: 

(1) Accurately maintain all reports 
and records required by their permits; 

(2) Make such reports and records 
available for inspection upon the re-
quest of an authorized officer or 
CCAMLR inspector; and 

(3) Within the time specified in the 
permit, submit a copy of such reports 
and records to NMFS at an address des-
ignated by NMFS. 

(c) Catch documentation—(1) General. 
(i) The CCAMLR DCD must accompany 
all shipments of Dissostichus species as 
required in this paragraph (c). 

(ii) No shipment of Dissostichus spe-
cies shall be released for entry into the 
United States unless accompanied by a 
complete and validated CCAMLR DCD. 

(iii) No shipment of Dissostichus spe-
cies identified as originating from a 
high seas area designated by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations as Statistical Area 51 
or Statistical Area 57 in the eastern 
and western Indian Ocean outside and 
north of the Convention Area shall be 
issued a preapproval. 

(2) Harvesting vessels. (i) In addition 
to any AMLR harvesting permit or a 
High Seas Fishing Compliance Act per-
mit issued pursuant to § 300.12, a U.S. 
vessel harvesting or attempting to har-
vest Dissostichus species, wherever 
found, must possess a DCD issued by 
NMFS which is non-transferable. The 
master of the harvesting vessel must 
ensure that catch information specified 
on the DCD is accurately recorded. 
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(ii) Prior to offloading of Dissostichus 
species, the master of the harvesting 
vessel must: 

(A) electronically convey by the most 
rapid means possible catch information 
to NMFS and record on the DCD a con-
firmation number received from 
NMFS; 

(B) Obtain on the DCD (or copies 
thereof) the signature(s) of the fol-
lowing persons: if catch is offloaded for 
transshipment, the master of the ves-
sel(s) to which the catch is transferred; 
or if catch is offloaded for landing, the 
signature of both the responsible offi-
cial(s) designated by NMFS in the har-
vesting permit, and the dealer(s) that 
receives the catch at the port(s) of 
landing; and 

(C) Sign the DCD (or copies thereof), 
electronically convey by the most 
rapid means possible each copy to 
NMFS, and provide a copy to each re-
cipient of the catch. 

(iii) The master of the harvesting 
vessel must submit the original DCD 
(or all copies thereof with original sig-
natures) to NMFS no later than 30 days 
after the end of the fishing season as 
authorized for that vessel on its har-
vesting permit. 

(3) Transshipment vessels. (i) The mas-
ter of a U.S. vessel issued a permit to 
transship Dissostichus species must, 
upon receipt of Dissostichus species, 
sign each DCD provided by the master 
of the harvesting vessel. 

(ii) Prior to landing Dissostichus spe-
cies, the master of the transshipping 
vessel must: 

(A) Obtain on each DCD (or copies 
thereof) the signature(s) of both the re-
sponsible official(s) designated by 
NMFS in the permit, and the dealer(s) 
that receives the catch at the port(s) of 
landing and 

(B) Sign each DCD (or copies there-
of), and electronically convey by the 
most rapid means possible each copy to 
NMFS and to the flag state(s) of the 
harvesting vessel(s) and provide a copy 
to each dealer receiving Dissostichus 
species. 

(iii) The master of the transshipping 
vessel must submit all DCDs with 
original signatures to NMFS no later 
than 30 days after offloading and retain 
copies for a period of 2 years. 

(4) Receivers upon landing. Any dealer 
who receives Dissostichus species from a 
harvesting vessel or from a trans-
shipment vessel must sign the DCD(s) 
provided by the master of the vessel. 

(5) Import. (i) Any dealer who imports 
Dissostichus species must: 

(A) Any dealer who imports toothfish 
must first obtain the document number 
and export reference number on the 
DCD corresponding to the import ship-
ment and must produce verifiable in-
formation documenting use of C–VMS 
to allow entry into the United States. 

(B) Ensure that the quantity of 
toothfish listed on the DCD (or 
Dissostichus re-export document if prod-
uct is to be re-exported) matches the 
quantity listed on the preapproval ap-
plication within a variance of 10 per-
cent, 

(C) The document and export ref-
erence numbers described in paragraph 
(c)(5)(i)(A) of this section must be en-
tered by the dealer on the preapproval 
application for the shipment and sent 
to the address designated by NMFS so 
that NMFS receives the documentation 
at least 15 working days prior to im-
port. 

(D) Retain a copy of the DCD for his/ 
her records and provide copies to ex-
porters as needed. 

(ii) Dealers must retain at their place 
of business a copy of the DCD for a pe-
riod of 2 years from the date on the 
DCD. 

(iii) Exception. Preapproval is not re-
quired for shipments of fresh 
Dissostichus species. A report of a ship-
ment of fresh Dissostichus species must 
be completed and submitted to NMFS 
within 24 hours following import. 

(6) Re-export. (i) Any dealer who re- 
exports Dissostichus species must com-
plete a Dissostichus re-export document 
by indicating: 

(A) The amount from the original 
DCD(s) that is exported in the par-
ticular export shipment; 

(B) The number of the original 
DCD(s); 

(C) The name of the importer and 
point of import; and 

(D) The exporter’s name, address and 
permit number. 

(ii) The dealer must then sign the re- 
export document and obtain validation 
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by a responsible official(s) designated 
by NMFS. 

(iii) The original validated 
Dissostichus re-export document and 
copies of the original DCD(s) must ac-
company the export shipment. 

(iv) The dealer must retain a copy of 
the re-export document and copies of 
the DCD(s)at his/her place of business 
for a period of 2 years from the date on 
the DCD. 

[65 FR 30016, May 10, 2000, as amended at 68 
FR 23228, May 1, 2003; 72 FR 48509, Aug. 23, 
2007] 

§ 300.108 Vessel and gear identifica-
tion. 

(a) Vessel identification. (1) The oper-
ator of each harvesting vessel assigned 
an IRCS must display that call sign 
amidships on both the port and star-
board sides of the deckhouse or hull, so 
that it is visible from an enforcement 
or inspection vessel, and on an appro-
priate weather deck so that it is visible 
from the air. 

(2) The operator of each harvesting 
vessel not assigned an IRCS, such as a 
small trawler associated with a 
mothership or one of a pair of trawlers, 
must display the IRCS of the associ-
ated vessel, followed by a numerical 
suffix specific for the non-assigned ves-
sel. 

(3) The vessel identification must be 
in a color in contrast to the back-
ground and must be permanently af-
fixed to the harvesting vessel in block 
roman alphabet letters and arabic nu-
merals at least 1 m in height for har-
vesting vessels over 20 m in length, and 
at least 0.5 m in height for all other 
harvesting vessels. 

(b) Navigational lights and shapes. 
Each harvesting vessel must display 
the lights and shapes prescribed by the 
International Regulations for Pre-
venting Collisions at Sea, 1972 (TIAS 
8587, and 1981 amendment TIAS 10672), 
for the activity in which the har-
vesting vessel is engaged (as described 
at 33 CFR part 81). 

(c) Gear identification. (1) The oper-
ator of each harvesting vessel must en-
sure that all deployed fishing gear that 
is not physically and continuously at-
tached to a harvesting vessel is clearly 
marked at the surface with a buoy dis-
playing the vessel identification of the 

harvesting vessel (see paragraph (a) of 
this section) to which the gear belongs, 
a light visible for 2 miles at night in 
good visibility, and a radio buoy. Trawl 
codends passed from one vessel to an-
other are considered continuously at-
tached gear and do not have to be 
marked. 

(2) The operator of each harvesting 
vessel must ensure that deployed 
longlines, strings of traps or pots, and 
gillnets are marked at the surface at 
each terminal end with a buoy dis-
playing the vessel identification of the 
harvesting vessel to which the gear be-
longs (see paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion), a light visible for 2 miles at 
night in good visibility, and a radio 
buoy. 

(3) Unmarked or incorrectly identi-
fied fishing gear may be considered 
abandoned and may be disposed of in 
accordance with applicable Federal 
regulations by any authorized officer 
or CCAMLR inspector. 

(d) Maintenance. The operator of each 
harvesting vessel must: 

(1) Keep the vessel and gear identi-
fication clearly legible and in good re-
pair. 

(2) Ensure that nothing on the har-
vesting vessel obstructs the view of the 
markings from an enforcement or in-
spection vessel or aircraft. 

(3) Ensure that the proper naviga-
tional lights and shapes are displayed 
for the harvesting vessel’s activity and 
are properly functioning. 

§ 300.109 Gear disposal. 
(a) The operator of a harvesting ves-

sel may not dump overboard, jettison 
or otherwise discard any article or sub-
stance that may interfere with other 
fishing vessels or gear, or that may 
catch fish or cause damage to any ma-
rine resource, including marine mam-
mals and birds, except in cases of emer-
gency involving the safety of the ship 
or crew, or as specifically authorized 
by communication from the appro-
priate USCG commander or authorized 
officer. These articles and substances 
include, but are not limited to, fishing 
gear, net scraps, bale straps, plastic 
bags, oil drums, petroleum containers, 
oil, toxic chemicals or any manmade 
items retrieved in a harvesting vessel’s 
gear. 
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