§37.41

Subpart E—General Administration

§37.41 Responsibilities of the Regional
Director.

The Regional Director is authorized
to approve and disapprove exploration
plans; issue special use permits; inspect
and regulate exploratory activities; re-
quire compliance with the permittee’s
approved exploration plan, plan of op-
eration, this part, and other statutes
and regulations under which the refuge
is administered; and perform all other
duties assigned to the Regional Direc-
tor by this part. The Regional Director
may issue written or oral stipulations,
demands and orders to carry out his re-
sponsibilities, and amend and termi-
nate them as he deems appropriate.
Any oral stipulation, demand or order
shall be confirmed in writing within 3
working days from its issuance.

§37.42 Inspection and monitoring.

The Regional Director may designate
field representatives, hereinafter
known as Field Monitors, to monitor
the exploratory activities in the field.
A Field Monitor may exercise such au-
thority of the Regional Director as is
provided by delegation, except that a
Field Monitor may not revoke a per-
mittee’s special use permit, and pro-
vided that any order issued by a Field
Monitor which suspends all of a per-
mittee’s field activities shall, except in
emergencies, require the concurrence
of the Regional Director. The Regional
Director shall have a continuing right
of access to any part of the exploratory
activities at any time for inspection or
monitoring and for any other purpose
that is consistent with this part. A per-
mittee, upon request by the Regional
Director, shall furnish lodging, food,
and reasonable use of its communica-
tion and surface and air transportation
systems, to the Field Monitors and
other representatives of the United
States for the purposes of inspecting
and monitoring the permittee’s explo-
ration activities in the field and for
any other purpose consistent with this
part. Whenever possible, the Regional
Director shall give advance notice of
the need for such services and facili-
ties, including the names of persons to
be accommodated.
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§37.43 Suspension and modification.

If at any time while exploratory ac-
tivities are being carried out under an
approved exploration plan and special
use permit, the Regional Director, on
the basis of information available to
him, determines that continuation of
further activities under the plan or
permit will significantly adversely af-
fect the refuge’s wildlife, its habitat, or
the environment, or significantly re-
strict subsistence uses, or that the per-
mittee has failed to comply with its ap-
proved exploration plan, plan of oper-
ation, special use permit, any reason-
able stipulation, demand or order of
the Regional Director, or any regula-
tion of this part, the Regional Director
may, without any expense or liability
to the Department, suspend activities
under the plan and/or permit for such
time, or make such modifications to
the plan and/or permit, or both suspend
and so modify, as he determines nec-
essary and appropriate. Such suspen-
sions shall state the reasons therefore
and be effective immediately upon re-
ceipt of the notice. Suspensions issued
orally shall be followed by a written
notice confirming the action within 3
days, and all written notices will be
sent by messenger or registered mail,
return receipt requested. A suspension
shall remain in effect until the basis
for the suspension has been corrected
to the satisfaction of the Regional Di-
rector. For good cause, the Regional
Director may also grant at the permit-
tee’s request, a written waiver of any
provision of its special use permit, so
long as such waiver will not be likely
to result in significant adverse effects
on the refuge’s resources. Reconsider-
ation of the Regional Director’s ac-
tions under this section may be ob-
tained by employing the procedures de-
scribed in §37.22(c). A request for recon-
sideration shall not operate to stay the
Regional Director’s actions unless such
stay is granted in writing by the Direc-
tor.

§37.44 Revocation and

ment.

For nonuse, for failure to comply
with §37.14, or for any action of the
permittee not consistent with this
part, the Regional Director may revoke
or a permittee may relinquish a special

relinquish-
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