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(B) Expeditious progress is being
made to list, delist, or reclassify quali-
fied species,
in which case, such finding shall be
promptly published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER together with a description
and evaluation of the reasons and data
on which the finding is based.

(4) If a finding is made under para-
graph (b)(3)(iii) of this section with re-
gard to any petition, the Secretary
shall, within 12 months of such finding,
again make one of the findings de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(3) with regard
to such petition, but no further finding
of substantial information will be re-
quired.

(c) Petitions to revise critical habitat.
(1) To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, within 90 days of receiving a
petition to revise a critical habitat
designation, the Secretary shall make
a finding as to whether the petition
presents substantial scienific informa-
tion indicating that the revision may
be warranted. The Secretary shall
promptly publish such finding in the
FEDERAL REGISTER and so notify the
petitioner.

(2) In making the finding required by
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the
Secretary shall consider whether a pe-
tition contains—

(i) Information indicating that areas
petitioned to be added to critical habi-
tat contain physical and biological fea-
tures essential to, and that may re-
quire special management to provide
for, the conservation of the species in-
volved; or

(ii) Information indicating that areas
designated as critical habitat do not
contain resources essential to, or do
not require special management to pro-
vide for, the conservation of the species
involved.

(3) Within 12 months after receiving a
petition found under paragraph (c)(1) of
this section to present substantial in-
formation indicating that revision of a
critical habitat may be warranted, the
Secretary shall determine how he in-
tends to proceed with the requested re-
vision, and shall promptly publish no-
tice of such intention in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

(d) Petitions to designate critical habi-
tat or adopt special rules. Upon receiving
a petition to designate critical habitat
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or to adopt a special rule to provide for
the conservation of a species, the Sec-
retary shall promptly conduct a review
in accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 553) and appli-
cable Departmental regulations, and
take appropriate action.

§424.15 Notices of review.

(a) If the Secretary finds that one of
the actions described in §424.10 may be
warranted, but that the available evi-
dence is not sufficiently definitive to
justify proposing the action at that
time, a notice of review may be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The
notice will describe the measure under
consideration, briefly explain the rea-
sons for considering the action, and so-
licit comments and additional informa-
tion on the action under consideration.

(b) The Secretary from time to time
also may publish notices of review con-
taining the names of species that are
considered to be candidates for listing
under the Act and indicating whether
sufficient scientific or commercial in-
formation is then available to warrant
proposing to list such species, the
names of species no longer being con-
sidered for listing, or the names of list-
ed species being considered for
delisting or reclassification. However,
none of the substantive or procedural
provisions of the Act apply to a species
that is designated as a candidate for
listing.

(c) Such notices of review will invite
comment from all interested parties
regarding the status of the species
named. At the time of publication of
such a notice, notification in writing
will be sent to State agencies in any af-
fected States, known affected Federal
agencies, and, to the greatest extent
practicable, through the Secretary of
State, to the governments of any for-
eign countries in which the subject spe-
cies normally occur.

§424.16 Proposed rules.

(a) General. Based on the information
received through §§424.13, 424.14, 424.15,
and 424.21, or through other available
avenues, the Secretary may propose re-
vising the lists as described in §424.10.

(b) Contents. A notice of a proposed
rule to carry out one of the actions de-
scribed in §424.10 shall contain the
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complete text of the proposed rule, a
summary of the data on which the pro-
posal is based (including, as appro-
priate, citation of pertinent informa-
tion sources), and shall show the rela-
tionship of such data to the rule pro-
posed. If such a rule designates or re-
vises critical habitat, such summary
shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, include a brief description and
evaluation of those activities (whether
public or private) that, in the opinion
of the Secretary, if undertaken, may
adversely modify such habitat, or may
be affected by such designation. Any
proposed rule to designate or revise
critical habitat shall contain a map of
such habitat. Any such notice pro-
posing the listing, delisting, or reclas-
sification of a species or the designa-
tion or revision of critical habitat shall
also include a summary of factors af-
fecting the species and/or critical habi-
tat.

(c) Procedures—(1) Notifications. In the
case of any proposed rule to list, delist,
or reclassify a species, or to designate
or revise critical habitat, the Secretary
shall—

(i) Publish notice of the proposal in
the FEDERAL REGISTER;

(ii) Give actual notice of the pro-
posed regulation (including the com-
plete text of the regulation) to the
State agency in each State in which
the species is believed to occur, and to
each county or equivalent jurisdiction
therein in which the species is believed
to occur, and invite the comment of
each such agency and jurisdiction;

(iii) Give notice of the proposed regu-
lation to any Federal agencies, local
authorities, or private individuals or
organizations known to be affected by
the rule;

(iv) Insofar as practical, and in co-
operation with the Secretary of State,
give notice of the proposed regulation
to list, delist, or reclassify a species to
each foreign nation in which the spe-
cies is believed to occur or whose citi-
zens harvest the species on the high
seas, and invite the comment of such
nation;

(v) Give notice of the proposed regu-
lation to such professional scientific
organizations as the Secretary deems
appropriate; and

§424.17

(vi) Publish a summary of the pro-
posed regulation in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in each area of the
United States in which the species is
believed to occur.

(2) Period of public comments. At least
60 days shall be allowed for public com-
ment following publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER of a rule proposing the
listing, delisting, or reclassification of
a species, or the designation or revision
of critical habitat. All other proposed
rules shall be subject to a comment pe-
riod of at least 30 days following publi-
cation in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The
Secretary may extend or reopen the pe-
riod for public comment on a proposed
rule upon a finding that there is good
cause to do so. A notice of any such ex-
tension or reopening shall be published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER, and shall
specify the basis for so doing.

(3) Public hearings. The Secretary
shall promptly hold at least one public
hearing if any person so requests with-
in 45 days of publication of a proposed
regulation to list, delist, or reclassify a
species, or to designate or revise crit-
ical habitat. Notice of the location and
time of any such hearing shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER not
less than 15 days before the hearing is
held.

§424.17 Time limits and required ac-
tions.

(a) General. (1) Within 1 year of the
publication of a rule proposing to de-
termine whether a species is an endan-
gered or threatened species, or to des-
ignate or revise critical habitat, the
Secretary shall publish one of the fol-
lowing in the FEDERAL REGISTER:

(i) A final rule to implement such de-
termination or revision,

(ii) A finding that such revision
should not be made,

(iii) A notice withdrawing the pro-
posed rule upon a finding that avail-
able evidence does not justify the ac-
tion proposed by the rule, or

(iv) A notice extending such 1-year
period by an additional period of not
more than 6 months because there is
substantial disagreement among sci-
entists knowledgeable about the spe-
cies concerned regarding the suffi-
ciency or accuracy of the available

857



