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red shrimp in the Gulf is 392,000 1b
(177.8 mt), tail weight.

(e) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, ex-
cluding wreckfish. The quotas apply to
persons who are not subject to the bag
limits. (See §622.39(a)(1) for applica-
bility of the bag limits.) The quotas are
in gutted weight, that is, eviscerated
but otherwise whole.

(1) Snowy grouper. (i) For the fishing
year that commences January 1, 2006—
151,000 1b (68,492 kg).

(ii) For the fishing year that com-
mences January 1, 2007—118,000 1b
(53,624 kg).

(iii) For the fishing year that com-
mences January 1, 2008, and for subse-
quent fishing years—84,000 1b (38,102 kg).

(2) Golden tilefish—295,000 1b (133,810
kg).

(3) Greater
(530,672 kg).

(4) Vermilion
(498,952 kg).

(5) Black sea bass. (i) For the fishing
year that commences June 1, 2006—
477,000 1b (216,364 kg).

(ii) For the fishing year that com-
mences June 1, 2007—423,000 1b (191,870
kg).

(iii) For the fishing year that com-
mences June 1, 2008, and for subsequent
fishing years—309,000 1b (140,160 kg).

(6) Red porgy—127,000 1b (57,606 kg).

(f) Wreckfish. The quota for wreckfish
applies to wreckfish shareholders, or
their employees, contractors, or
agents, and is 2 million 1b (907,185 kg),
round weight. See §622.15 for informa-
tion on the wreckfish shareholder
under the ITQ system.

(g) Pelagic sargassum. The quota for
all persons who harvest pelagic
sargassum in the South Atlantic EEZ
is 5,000 1b (2,268 kg), wet, landed weight.
See §622.35(g)(1) for area limitations on
the harvest of pelagic sargassum.
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67462, Nov. 22, 2006]

amberjack—1,169,931 1b

snapper—1,100,000 1b
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§622.43 Closures.

(a) General. When a quota specified in
§622.42 is reached, or is projected to be
reached, the Assistant Administrator
will file a notification to that effect
with the Office of the Federal Register.
On and after the effective date of such
notification, for the remainder of the
fishing year, the following closure re-
strictions apply:

(1) Gulf reef fish—(@{i) Commercial
quotas. The application of bag limits
described in this paragraph (a)(1)()
notwithstanding, bag limits of Gulf
reef fish may not be possessed on board
a vessel with commercial quantities of
Gulf reef fish, i.e., Gulf reef fish in ex-
cess of applicable bag/possession limits,
on board, as specified in §622.39(a)(5).

(A) If the recreational fishery for the
indicated species is open, the bag and
possession limits specified in §622.39(b)
apply to all harvest or possession in or
from the Gulf EEZ of the indicated spe-
cies, and the sale or purchase of the in-
dicated species taken from the Gulf
EEZ is prohibited. In addition, the bag
and possession limits for red snapper,
when applicable, apply on board a ves-
sel for which a commercial permit for
Gulf reef fish has been issued, as re-
quired under §622.4(a)(2)(v), without re-
gard to where such red snapper were
harvested.

(B) If the recreational fishery for the
indicated species is closed, all harvest
or possession in or from the Gulf EEZ
of the indicated species is prohibited.

(ii) Recreational quota for red snapper.
The bag and possession limit for red
snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ is
Zero.

(2) Gulf and South Atlantic allowable
octocoral. Allowable octocoral may not
be harvested or possessed in the Gulf
EEZ or South Atlantic EEZ and the
sale or purchase of allowable octocoral
in or from the Gulf EEZ or South At-
lantic EEZ is prohibited.

(3) King and Spanish mackerel. The
closure provisions of this paragraph
(a)(3) do not apply to Atlantic migra-
tory group Spanish mackerel, which
are managed under the commercial
trip limits specified in §622.44(b) in lieu
of the closure provisions of this sec-
tion.
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(i) A person aboard a vessel for which
a commercial permit for king or Span-
ish mackerel has been issued, as re-
quired under §622.4(a)(2)(iii) or (iv),
may not fish for king or Spanish mack-
erel in the EEZ or retain king or Span-
ish mackerel in or from the EEZ under
a bag or possession limit specified in
§622.39(c) for the closed species, migra-
tory group, zone, subzone, or gear, ex-
cept as provided for under paragraph
(a)(3)(ii) of this section.

(ii) A person aboard a vessel for
which valid charter vessel/headboat
permits for Gulf coastal migratory pe-
lagic fish or South Atlantic coastal mi-
gratory pelagic fish and a valid com-
mercial vessel permit for king or Span-
ish mackerel have been issued may
continue to retain fish under a bag and
possession limit specified in §622.39(c),
provided the vessel is operating as a
charter vessel or headboat.

(iii) The sale or purchase of king or
Spanish mackerel of the closed species,
migratory group, zone, subzone, or gear
type is prohibited, including such king
or Spanish mackerel taken under the
bag limits.

(4) Royal red shrimp in the Gulf. Royal
red shrimp in or from the Gulf EEZ
may not be retained, and the sale or
purchase of royal red shrimp taken
from the Gulf EEZ is prohibited.

(5) South Atlantic greater amberjack,
snowy grouper, golden tilefish, vermilion
snapper, black sea bass, and red porgy.
The appropriate bag limits specified in
§622.39(d)(1) and the possession limits
specified in §622.39(d)(2) apply to all
harvest or possession of the applicable
species in or from the South Atlantic
EEZ, and the sale or purchase of the
applicable species taken from the EEZ
is prohibited. In addition, the bag and
possession limits for the applicable
species and the prohibition on sale/pur-
chase apply in the South Atlantic on
board a vessel for which a valid Federal
commercial or charter vessel/headboat
permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued, without re-
gard to where such species were har-
vested.

(6) Wreckfish. Wreckfish in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ may not be re-
tained, and the sale or purchase of
wreckfish taken from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ is prohibited.

§622.44

M Pelagic sargassum. Pelagic
sargassum may not be fished for or pos-
sessed in the South Atlantic EEZ and
the sale or purchase of pelagic
sargassum in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ is prohibited.

(b) Exception to prohibition on sale/pur-
chase. (1) The prohibition on sale/pur-
chase during a closure for Gulf reef
fish, king and Spanish mackerel, royal
red shrimp, or specified snapper-group-
er species in paragraphs (a)(l),
(a)(3)(iil), (a)(4), or (a)(5) and (a)(6), re-
spectively, of this section does not
apply to the indicated species that
were harvested, landed ashore, and sold
prior to the effective date of the clo-
sure and were held in cold storage by a
dealer or processor.

(2) The prohibition on sale/purchase
during a closure for allowable
octocoral in paragraph (a)(2) of this
section or for pelagic sargassum in
paragraph (a)(7) of this section does not
apply to allowable octocoral or pelagic
sargassum that was harvested and
landed ashore prior to the effective
date of the closure.

(c) Reopening. When a fishery has
been closed based on a projection of the
quota specified in §622.42 being reached
and subsequent data indicate that the
quota was not reached, the Assistant
Administrator may file a notification
to that effect with the Office of the
Federal Register. Such notification
may reopen the fishery to provide an
opportunity for the quota to be
reached.
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59126, Nov. 2, 1999; 67 FR 43565, June 28, 2002;
68 FR 57378, Oct. 3, 2003; 71 FR 45436, Aug. 9,
2006; 71 FR 55107, Sept. 21, 2006]

§622.44 Commercial trip limits.

Commercial trip limits are limits on
the amount of the applicable species
that may be possessed on board or
landed, purchased, or sold from a vessel
per day. A person who fishes in the
EEZ may not combine a trip limit
specified in this section with any trip
or possession limit applicable to state
waters. A species subject to a trip limit
specified in this section taken in the
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