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to NMFS of GB cod during the fishing
years 1996 to 2001, regardless of gear
fished.

(iii) TAC allocation. For each fishing
year, the Sector’s allocation of that
fishing year’s GB cod TAC, up to a
maximum of 20 percent of the GB cod
TAC, will be determined as follows:

(A) Sum of the total accumulated
landings of GB cod by vessels identified
in the Sector’s Operation Plan speci-
fied under paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, for the fishing years 1996 through
2001, regardless of gear used, as re-
ported in the NMF'S dealer database.

(B) Sum of total accumulated land-
ings of GB cod made by all NE multi-
species vessels for the fishing years
1996 through 2001, as reported in the
NMFS dealer database.

(C) Divide the sum of total landings
of Sector participants calculated in
paragraph (d)(1)(iii)(A) of this section
by the sum of total landings by all ves-
sels calculated in paragraph
(d)(1)(iii)(B) of this section. The result-
ing number represents the percentage
of the total GB cod TAC allocated to
the GB Cod Hook Sector for the fishing
year in question.

(iv) Requirements. A vessel fishing
under the GB Cod Hook Sector may not
fish with gear other than jigs, demersal
longline, or handgear.

(2) GB Cod Fizred Gear Sector. Eligible
NE multispecies DAS vessels, as speci-
fied in paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion, may participate in the GB Cod
Fixed Gear Sector within the area de-
fined as the GB Cod Hook Sector Area,
as specified under paragraph (d)(1)(i) of
this section, under the GB Cod Fixed
Gear Sector’s Operations Plan, pro-
vided the Operations Plan is approved
by the Regional Administrator in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, and provided that each partici-
pating vessel and vessel operator and/
or vessel owner complies with the re-
quirements of the Operations Plan, the
requirements and conditions specified
in the Letter of Authorization issued
pursuant to paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, and all other requirements speci-
fied in this section.

(1) Eligibility. All vessels issued a lim-
ited access NE multispecies DAS per-
mit are eligible to participate in the
GB Cod Fixed Gear Sector, provided
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they have documented landings
through valid dealer reports submitted
to NMFS of GB cod during the fishing
years 1996 to 2001, regardless of gear
fished.

(ii) TAC allocation. For each fishing
year, the Sector’s allocation of that
fishing year’s GB cod TAC, up to a
maximum of 20 percent of the GB cod
TAC, will be determined as follows:

(A) Sum of the total accumulated
landings of GB cod by vessels identified
in the Sector’s Operations Plan speci-
fied under paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, for the fishing years 1996 through
2001, regardless of gear used, as re-
ported in the NMF'S dealer database.

(B) Sum of total accumulated land-
ings of GB cod made by all NE multi-
species vessels for the fishing years
1996 through 2001, as reported in the
NMFS dealer database.

(C) Divide the sum of total landings
of Sector participants calculated in
paragraph (d)(2)(ii)(A) of this section
by the sum of total landings by all ves-
sels calculated in paragraph
(d)(2)(i1)(B) of this section. The result-
ing number represents the percentage
of the total GB cod TAC allocated to
the GB Cod Fixed Gear Sector for the
fishing year in question.

(iii) Requirements. A vessel fishing
under the GB Cod Fixed Gear Sector
may not fish with gear other than jigs,
non-automated demersal longline,
hand gear, or sink gillnets.

[69 FR 22981, Apr. 27, 2004, as amended at 70
FR 31342, June 1, 2005; 70 FR 76429, Dec. 27,
2005; 71 FR 62195, Oct. 23, 2006]

§648.88 Multispecies open access per-
mit restrictions.

(a) Handgear permit. A vessel issued a
valid open access NE multispecies
Handgear permit is subject to the fol-
lowing restrictions:

(1) The vessel may possess and land
up to 75 1b (34 kg) of cod and up to the
landing and possession limit restric-
tions for other NE multispecies speci-
fied in §648.86, provided the vessel com-
plies with the restrictions specified
under paragraph (a)(2) of this section.
Should the GOM cod trip limit speci-
fied under §648.86(b)(1) be adjusted in
the future, the cod trip limit specified
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under this paragraph (a)(1) will be ad-
justed proportionally (rounded up to
the nearest 25 1b (11.3 kg)).

(2) Restrictions: (i) The vessel may not
use or possess on board gear other than
handgear while in possession of, fishing
for, or landing NE multispecies, and
must have at least one standard tote
on board;

(ii) The vessel may not fish for, pos-
sess, or land regulated species from
March 1 through March 20 of each year;
and

(iii) The vessel, if fishing with tub-
trawl gear, may not fish with more
than a maximum of 250 hooks.

(b) Charter/party permit. A vessel that
has been issued a valid open access NE
multispecies charter/party permit is
subject to the additional restrictions
on gear, recreational minimum fish
sizes, possession limits, and prohibi-
tions on sale specified in §648.89, and
any other applicable provisions of this
part.

(c) Scallop NE multispecies possession
limit permit. With the exception of ves-
sels fishing in the Sea Scallop Access
Areas as specified in §648.59(b) through
(d), a vessel that has been issued a
valid open access scallop NE multispe-
cies possession limit permit may pos-
sess and land up to 300 1b (136.1 kg) of
regulated NE multispecies when fishing
under a scallop DAS allocated under
§648.53, provided the vessel does not
fish for, possess, or land haddock from
January 1 through June 30, as specified
under §648.86(a)(2)(i), and provided that
the amount of regulated NE multispe-
cies on board the vessel does not exceed
any of the pertinent trip limits speci-
fied under §648.86, and provided the ves-
sel has at least one standard tote on
board. A vessel fishing in the Sea Scal-
lop Access Areas as specified in
§648.59(b) through (d) is subject to the
possession limits specified in
§648.60(a)(5)(ii).

(d) Non-regulated NE multispecies per-
mit. A vessel issued a valid open access
non-regulated NE multispecies permit
may possess and land one Atlantic hal-
ibut and unlimited amounts of the
other non-regulated NE multispecies.
The vessel is subject to restrictions on
gear, area, and time of fishing specified
in §648.80 and any other applicable pro-
visions of this part.

§648.89

(e) Scallop NE multispecies possession
limit permit. With the exception of ves-
sels fishing in the Sea Scallop Access
Areas as specified in §648.59(b) through
(d), a vessel that has been issued a
valid open access scallop NE multispe-
cies possession limit permit may pos-
sess and land up to 300 1b (136.1 kg) of
regulated NE multispecies when fishing
under a scallop DAS allocated under
§648.53, provided the vessel does not
fish for, possess, or land haddock from
January 1 through June 30, as specified
under (a)(2)(i), and provided that the
amount of regulated NE multispecies
on board the vessel does not exceed any
of the pertinent trip limits specified
under §648.86, and provided the vessel
has at least one standard tote on board.
A vessel fishing in the Sea Scallop Ac-
cess Areas as specified in §648.59(b)
through (d) is subject to the possession
limits specified in §648.60(a)(5)(iii).

[69 FR 22983, Apr. 27, 2004, as amended at 69
FR 63481, Nov. 2, 2004; 71 FR 62195, Oct. 23,
2006]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 72 FR 44981, Aug.
10, 2007, §648.88 was amended by suspending
paragraph (c¢) and adding paragraph (e), ef-
fective Aug. 10, 2007, through Feb. 6, 2008.

§648.89 Recreational and
party vessel restrictions.

charter/

(a) Recreational gear restrictions. Per-
sons aboard charter or party vessels
permitted under this part and not fish-
ing under the DAS program, and rec-
reational fishing vessels in the EEZ,
are prohibited from fishing with more
than two hooks per line, and one line
per angler, and must stow all other
fishing gear on board the vessel as
specified under §648.23(b).

(b) Recreational minimum fish sizes—(1)
Minimum fish sizes. Unless further re-
stricted under paragraph (b)(3) of this
section, persons aboard charter or
party vessels permitted under this part
and not fishing under the NE multispe-
cies DAS program, and recreational
fishing vessels in or possessing fish
from the EEZ, may not possess fish
smaller than the minimum fish sizes,
measured in total length (TL), as fol-
lows:
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