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Fishery Conservation and Management § 654.22 

area during this period will be consid-
ered unclaimed or abandoned property 
and may be disposed of in any manner 
considered appropriate by the Assist-
ant Administrator or an authorized of-
ficer. An owner of such trap, float, or 
rope remains subject to appropriate 
civil penalties. 

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67 
FR 61993, Oct. 3, 2002; 69 FR 18803, Apr. 9, 
2004] 

§ 654.21 Harvest limitations. 

(a) Claw size. No person may remove 
from a stone crab in or from the man-
agement area, or possess in the man-
agement area, a claw with a propodus 
measuring less than 2.75 inches (7.0 
cm), measured in a straight line from 
the elbow to the tip of the lower im-
movable finger. The propodus is the 
largest section of the claw assembly 
that has both a movable and immov-
able finger and is located farthest from 
the body when the entire appendage is 
extended. (See Appendix A, Figure 1, of 
this part.) 

(b) Egg-bearing stone crabs. An egg- 
bearing stone crab in or from the man-
agement area must be returned imme-
diately to the water unharmed—with-
out removal of a claw. An egg-bearing 
stone crab may not be stripped of its 
eggs or otherwise molested. 

(c) Holding stone crabs. A live stone 
crab in or from the management area 
may be held aboard a vessel until such 
time as a legal-sized claw is removed, 
provided it is held in a container that 
is shaded from direct sunlight and it is 
wet with sea water as necessary to 
keep it in a damp condition. Containers 
holding stone crabs must be stacked in 
a manner that does not compress the 
crabs. A stone crab body from which a 
legal-sized claw has been removed must 
be returned to the sea before the vessel 
reaches shore or a port or dock. 

§ 654.22 Gear restrictions. 

(a) Trap construction requirements. No 
person fishing for stone crab may 
transport on the water or fish with any 
trap which does not meet the following 
requirements: 

(1) Each trap must be constructed of 
wood, plastic, or wire. 

(2) A trap may be no larger in dimen-
sion than 24 by 24 by 24 inches (61 by 61 
by 61 cm) or 8.0 ft3 (0.23 m3). 

(3) The throats (entrances) to all 
wood and plastic traps must be located 
on the top horizontal section of the 
trap. If the throat is longer in one di-
mension, the throat size in the longer 
dimension must not exceed 51⁄2 inches 
(14.0 cm) and in the shorter dimension 
must not exceed 31⁄2 inches (9.0 cm). If 
the throat is round, the throat size 
must not exceed 5 inches (12.7 cm) in 
diameter. 

(4) In any wire trap used to harvest 
stone crabs, each throat must be hori-
zontally oriented. The width of the 
opening where the throat meets the 
vertical wall of the trap and the open-
ing of the throat at its farthest point 
from the vertical wall, inside the trap, 
must be greater than the height of any 
such opening. No such throat may ex-
tend farther than 6 inches (15.2 cm) 
into the inside of any trap, measured 
from where the throat opening meets 
the vertical wall of the trap to the 
throat opening at its farthest point 
from the vertical wall, inside the trap. 

(5) A wire trap must have at least 
three unobstructed escape rings in-
stalled, each with a minimum inside 
diameter of 23⁄8 inches (6.0 cm). One 
such escape ring must be located on a 
vertical outer surface adjacent to each 
crab retaining chamber. 

(6) A plastic or wire trap must have a 
degradable panel. 

(i) A plastic trap will be considered 
to have degradable panel if it contains 
at least one sidewall with a rectan-
gular opening no smaller in either di-
mension than that of the throat. This 
opening may be obstructed only with a 
cypress or untreated pine slat or slats 
no thicker than 3⁄4 inch (1.9 cm) such 
that when the slat degrades, the open-
ing in the sidewall of the trap will no 
longer be obstructed. 

(ii) A wire trap will be considered to 
have a degradable panel if one of the 
following methods is used in construc-
tion of the trap: 

(A) The trap lid tie-down strap is se-
cured to the trap at one end by a single 
loop of untreated jute twine, a corrod-
ible loop composed of non-coated steel 
wire measuring 24 gauge or thinner, or 
an untreated pine dowel no larger than 
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