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modified pursuant to subpart D of 15
CFR part 904 or the vessel is sold.

(9) Transferability of a commercial ves-
sel permit, trap certificate, or annual trap
tags. A commercial vessel permit, trap
certificate, or annual trap tags issued
under this section are not transferable
or assignable, except that an owner of
a permitted vessel may request that
the RA transfer the permit, trap cer-
tificate, and annual trap tags to an-
other vessel owned by the same entity.
To effect such a transfer, the owner
must return the existing permit, trap
certificate and annual trap tags to the
RA along with an application for a
commercial vessel permit for the re-
placement vessel. A commercial vessel
permit, trap certificate or annual trap
tags can not be leased.

(10) Renewal of a commercial vessel per-
mit. A commercial vessel permit re-
quired by this section is issued on an
annual basis. An owner whose permit is
expiring will be mailed a notification
by the RA approximately 2 months
prior to expiration of the current per-
mit. The notification will include a
preprinted renewal application. A ves-
sel owner who does not receive a notifi-
cation of status of renewal of a permit
by 45 days prior to expiration of the
current permit must contact the RA. A
permit that is not renewed or that is
revoked will not be reissued. A permit
is considered to be not renewed when
an application for renewal is not re-
ceived by the RA within 1 year of the
expiration date of the permit.

(11) Display of a commercial vessel per-
mit. A commercial vessel permit issued
under this section must be carried on
board the vessel. The operator of a ves-
sel must present the permit for inspec-
tion upon the request of an authorized
officer.

(12) Sanctions and denials of a commer-
cial vessel permit. A commercial vessel
permit issued pursuant to this section
may be revoked, suspended, or modi-
fied, and a permit application may be
denied, in accordance with the proce-
dures governing enforcement-related
permit sanctions and denials found at
subpart D of 156 CFR part 904.

(13) Alteration of a commercial vessel
permit. A commercial vessel permit
that is altered, erased, or mutilated is
invalid.
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(14) Replacement of a commercial vessel
permit. A replacement permit may be
issued. An application for a replace-
ment permit is not considered a new
application.

(15) Fees. A fee is charged for each ap-
plication for initial issuance or re-
newal of a permit, for each request for
replacement of such permit, and for
each trap tag as required under this
section. The amount of each fee is cal-
culated in accordance with the proce-
dures of the NOAA Finance Handbook,
available from the RA, for determining
the administrative costs of each spe-
cial product or service. The fee may
not exceed such costs and is specified
with each application form. The appro-
priate fee must accompany each appli-
cation, request for replacement, or re-
quest for trap tags.

(b) Issuance of a trap certificate and
annual trap tags. The RA will issue a
trap certificate and annual trap tags to
each person who has been issued a Fed-
eral commercial vessel permit for
stone crab. The number of trap tags
issued will be determined, based upon
the documentation of landings sub-
mitted consistent with §654.4(a)(1), (2)
and (3), by dividing that person’s high-
est landings of stone crab claws during
any one of the fishing seasons for 1995/
1996, 1996/1997, or 1997/1998 by 5 1b (2.27
kg).

[67 FR 61991, Oct. 3, 2002]

§654.5 Recordkeeping and reporting.
[Reserved]

§654.6 Vessel and gear identification.

An owner or operator of a vessel for
which a valid Federal commercial ves-
sel permit for stone crab has been
issued must comply with the vessel and
gear identification requirements of
this section. An owner or operator of a
vessel in the management area who is
in compliance with the stone crab trap
limitation program and vessel and gear
marking requirements implemented by
the FFWCC is exempt from the require-
ments of this section.

(a) Vessel identification. An owner or
operator of a vessel for which a valid
Federal commercial vessel permit for
stone crab has been issued must—

(1) Display the wvessel’s official num-
ber—(i) On the port and starboard sides
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of the deckhouse or hull and, for ves-
sels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appro-
priate weather deck, so as to be clearly
visible from an enforcement vessel or
aircraft.

(ii) In block arabic numerals perma-
nently affixed to or painted on the ves-
sel in contrasting color to the back-
ground.

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in
height for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m)
long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in
height for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m)
long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in
height for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or
less.

(2) Display the color code assigned by
the RA—(i) On the port and starboard
sides of the deckhouse or hull and, for
vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an ap-
propriate weather deck, so as to be
clearly visible from an enforcement
vessel or aircraft.

(ii) In the form of a circle perma-
nently affixed to or painted on the ves-
sel.

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in di-
ameter for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m)
long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in di-
ameter for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m)
long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in
diameter for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or
less.

(3) Keep the official number and the
color code clearly legible and in good
repair and ensure that no part of the
fishing vessel, its rigging, fishing gear,
or any other material on board ob-
structs the view of the official number
or the color code from an enforcement
vessel or aircraft.

(b) Gear identification—(1) Traps. A
stone crab trap used by or possessed on
board a vessel with a Federal commer-
cial vessel permit for stone crab must
have a valid annual trap tag issued by
the RA attached.

(2) Trap buoys. A buoy must be at-
tached to each stone crab trap or at
each end of a string of traps. Each buoy
must display the official number and
the color code assigned by the RA so as
to be easily distinguished, located, and
identified.

(3) Presumption of trap ownership. A
stone crab trap will be presumed to be
the property of the most recently docu-
mented owner. This presumption will
not apply to traps that are lost if the

§654.7

owner reports the loss within 15 days to
the RA.

(4) Unmarked traps or buoys. An un-
marked stone crab trap or a buoy de-
ployed in the EEZ where such trap or
buoy is required to be marked is illegal
and may be disposed of in any appro-
priate manner by the Assistant Admin-
istrator or an authorized officer.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67
FR 61993, Oct. 3, 2002]

§654.7 Prohibitions.

In addition to the general prohibi-
tions specified in §620.7 of this chapter,
it is unlawful for any person to do any
of the following:

(a) Falsify or fail to display and
maintain vessel and gear identifica-
tion, as required by §654.6.

(b) Possess a stone crab in the man-
agement area during the period speci-
fied in §654.20(a).

(c) Possess a stone crab trap in the
management area during the period
specified in §654.20(c).

(d) Remove from a stone crab in or
from the management area, or possess
in the management area, a claw that is
less than the minimum size limit speci-
fied in §654.21(a).

(e) Fail to return immediately to the
water unharmed an egg-bearing stone
crab, or strip eggs from or otherwise
molest an egg-bearing stone crab; as
specified in §654.21(b).

(f) Hold a stone crab in or from the
management area aboard a vessel other
than as specified in §654.21(c).

(g) Use or possess in the management
area a stone crab trap that does not
comply with the trap construction re-
quirements as specified in §654.22(a).

(h) Pull or tend a stone crab trap in
the management area other than dur-
ing daylight hours, as specified in
§6564.22(b).

(i) Willfully tend, open, pull, or oth-
erwise molest another fisherman’s
trap, buoy, or line in the management
area, as specified in §654.22(c).

(j) Trawl in a closed area or during a
closed season, as specified in §§654.23 or
654.24, or as may be implemented under
§654.25(b).

(k) Place a stone crab trap in a closed
area or during a closed season, as speci-
fied in §654.24, or as may be imple-
mented under §654.25(b).
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