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tickets are used to collect information simi-
lar to the information required in state fish
receiving tickets or landing receipts, but do
not replace or change any state require-
ments.

Electronic Monitoring System (EMS) means a
data collection tool that uses a software op-
erating system connected to an assortment
of electronic components, including video re-
corders, to create a collection of data on ves-
sel activities.

* * *

* *

Pacific whiting shoreside or shore-based fish-
ery means Pacific whiting shoreside vessels
and Pacific whiting shoreside first receivers.

Pacific whiting shoreside first receivers means
persons who receive, purchase, or take cus-
tody, control, or possession of Pacific whit-
ing onshore directly from a Pacific whiting
shoreside vessel.

Pacific whiting shoreside vessel means any
vessel that fishes using midwater trawl gear
to take, retain, possess and land 4,000 1b
(1,814 kg) or more of Pacific whiting per fish-
ing trip from the Pacific whiting shore-based
sector allocation for delivery to a Pacific
whiting shoreside first receiver during the
primary season.

* * *

* *

§660.303 Reporting and record-
keeping.
(a) This subpart recognizes that

catch and effort data necessary for im-
plementing the PCGFMP are collected
by the States of Washington, Oregon,
and California under existing state
data collection requirements. Tele-
phone surveys of the domestic industry
may be conducted by NMFS to deter-
mine amounts of whiting that may be
available for reallocation under 50 CFR
660.323(c). No Federal reports are re-
quired of fishers or processors, so long
as the data collection and reporting
systems operated by state agencies
continue to provide NMFS with statis-
tical information adequate for manage-
ment.

(b) Any person who is required to do
so by the applicable state law must
make and/or file, retain, or make avail-
able any and all reports (i.e., logbooks,
fish tickets, etc.) of groundfish har-
vests and landings containing all data,
and in the exact manner, required by
the applicable state law.

(c) Any person landing groundfish
must retain on board the vessel from
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which groundfish is landed, and provide
to an authorized officer upon request,
copies of any and all reports of ground-
fish landings containing all data, and
in the exact manner, required by the
applicable state law throughout the cu-
mulative limit period during which a
landing occurred and for 15 days there-
after. For participants in the primary
sablefish season (detailed at
§660.372(b)), the cumulative limit pe-
riod to which this requirement applies
is April 1 through October 31.

(d) Reporting requirements for wvessels
fishing in conservation areas—(1) Dec-
laration reports for trawl vessels intend-
ing to fish in a conservation area. The
operator of any vessel registered to a
limited entry permit with a trawl en-
dorsement; any vessel using trawl gear,
including exempted gear used to take
pink shrimp, ridgeback prawns, Cali-
fornia halibut and sea cucumber; or
any tribal vessel using trawl gear must
provide NMFS with a declaration re-
port, as specified at §660.303(d)(5) of
this section to identify the intent to
fish within the CCA, as defined at
§660.304, or any trawl RCA, as defined
in the groundfish annual or biennial
management measures that are pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(2) Declaration reports for non-trawl
vessels intending to fish in a conserva-
tion area. The operator of any vessel
registered to a limited entry permit
with a longline or pot endorsement
must provide NMFS OLE with a dec-
laration report, as specified at para-
graph (d)(5) of this section, to identify
the intent to fish within the CCA, as
defined at §660.390, or any non-trawl
RCA, as defined in the groundfish an-
nual management measures that are
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(3) When a declaration report for fish-
ing in a conservation area is required, as
specified in paragraphs (d)(1) and (d)(2)
of this section, it must be submitted
before the vessel leaves port:

(i) On a trip in which the vessel will
be used to fish in a conservation area
for the first time during the calendar
year;

(ii) On a trip in which the vessel will
be used to fish in a conservation area
with a gear type that is different from
the gear declaration provided on a
valid declaration report as defined at
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paragraph 660.303(d)(6) of this section;
or

(iii) On a trip in which the vessel will
be used to fish in a conservation area
for the first time after a declaration re-
port to cancel fishing in a conservation
area was received by NMFS.

(4) Declaration report to cancel fishing
in a conservation area. The operator of
any vessel that provided NMFS with a
declaration report for fishing in a con-
servation area, as required at para-
graphs (d)(1) or (d)(2) of this section,
must submit a declaration report to
NMFS OLE to cancel the current dec-
laration report before the vessel leaves
port on a trip in which the vessel is
used to fish with a gear that is not in
the same gear category set out in para-
graph §660.303(d)(5)(1) declared by the
vessel in the current declaration.

(5) Declaration reports will include: the
vessel name and/or identification num-
ber, and gear declaration (as defined in
§660.303(d)(5)(i)). Upon receipt of a dec-
laration report, NMFS will provide a
confirmation code or receipt. Reten-
tion of the confirmation code or re-
ceipt to verify that the declaration re-
quirement was met is the responsi-
bility of the vessel owner or operator.

(i) One of the following gear types
must be declared:

(A) Limited entry fixed gear,

(B) Limited entry midwater trawl,

(C) Limited entry bottom trawl,

(D) Trawl gear including exempted
gear used to take pink shrimp,
ridgeback prawns, California halibut
south of Pt. Arena, CA, and sea cucum-
ber.

(E) Tribal trawl,

(F) Other gear including: gear used to
take spot and ridgeback prawns, crab
or lobster, Pacific halibut, salmon,
California halibut, California
sheephead, highly migratory species,
species managed under the Coastal Pe-
lagic Species Fishery Management
Plan, and any species in the gillnet
complex as managed by the State of
California,

(G) Non-trawl gear used to take
groundfish.

(ii) Declaration reports must be sub-
mitted through the VMS or another
method that is approved by NMFS OLE
and announced in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. Other methods may include
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email, facsimile, or telephone. NMFS
OLE will provide, through appropriate
media, instructions to the public on
submitting declaration reports. In-
structions and other information need-
ed to make declarations may be mailed
to the limited entry permit owner’s ad-
dress of record. NMFS will bear no re-
sponsibility if a notification is sent to
the address of record and is not re-
ceived because the permit owner’s ac-
tual address has changed without noti-
fication to NMFS, as required at
§660.335(a)(2). Owners of vessels that
are not registered to limited entry per-
mits and owners of vessels registered
to limited entry permits that did not
receive instructions by mail are re-
sponsible for contacting NMFS OLE
during business hours at least 3 days
before the declaration is required to
obtain information needed to make
declaration reports. NMFS OLE must
be contacted during business hours
(Monday through Friday between 0800
and 1700 Pacific Time).

(6) A declaration report will be valid
until a declaration report to revise the
existing gear declaration or a declara-
tion report to cancel fishing in a con-
servation area is received by NMFS
OLE. During the period that a vessel
has a valid declaration report on file
with NMF'S, it cannot fish with a gear
other than a gear type that is within
the gear category (50 CFR 660.303(d)(5))
declared by the vessel. After a declara-
tion report to cancel fishing in the
RCA is received, that vessel must not
fish in a conservation area until an-
other declaration report for fishing by
that vessel in a conservation area is re-
ceived by NMFS.

[68 FR 62381, Nov. 4, 2003, as amended at 69
FR 11124, Mar. 9, 2004; 69 FR 31755, June 7,
2004; 69 FR 42348, July 15, 2004; 71 FR 10620,
Mar. 2, 2006]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 72 FR 50910,
Sept. 5, 2007, §660.303 was amended by revis-
ing paragraph (a) and adding paragraph (e),
effective Oct. 5, 2007. For the convenience of
the user, the added and revised text is set
forth as follows:

§660.303 Reporting and recordkeeping.

(a) This subpart recognizes that catch and
effort data necessary for implementing the
PCGFMP are collected by the States of
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Washington, Oregon, and California under

existing state data collection requirements.
* * *

* *

(e) Participants in the Pacific whiting shore-
side fishery. Reporting requirements defined
in the following section are in addition to re-
porting requirements under applicable state
law and requirements described at
§660.303(b).

(1) Reporting requirements for any Pacific
whiting shoreside first receiver—(i) Responsi-
bility for compliance. The Pacific whiting
shoreside first receiver is responsible for
compliance with all reporting requirements
described in this paragraph.

(ii) General requirements. All records or re-
ports required by this paragraph must: be
maintained in English, be accurate, be leg-
ible, be based on local time, and be sub-
mitted in a timely manner as required in
paragraph (e)(1)(iv) of this section.

(iiil) Required information. All Pacific whit-
ing shoreside first receivers must provide the
following types of information: date of land-
ing, Pacific whiting shoreside vessel that
made the delivery, gear type used, first re-
ceiver, round weights of species landed listed
by species or species group including species
with no value, number of salmon by species,
number of Pacific halibut, and any other in-
formation deemed necessary by the Regional
Administrator as specified on the appro-
priate electronic fish ticket form.

(iv) Electronic fish ticket submissions. The
Pacific whiting shoreside first receiver must:

(A) Sort all fish, prior to first weighing, by
species or

species groups as specified at §660.370
(h)(6)(iii).

(B) Include as part of each electronic fish
ticket submission, the actual scale weight
for each groundfish species as specified by
requirements at §660.373 (j)(2)(i) and the Pa-
cific whiting shoreside vessel identification
number.

(C) Use for the purpose of submitting elec-
tronic fish tickets, and maintain in good
working order, computer equipment as speci-
fied at §660.373 (j)(2)(i1)(A);

(D) Install, use, and update as necessary,
any NMFS-approved software described at
§660.373 (j)(2)(11)(B);

(E) Submit a completed electronic fish
ticket for every landing that includes 4,000 1b
(1,814 kg) or more of Pacific whiting (round
weight equivalent) no later than 24 hours
after the date the fish are received, unless a
waiver of this requirement has been granted
under provisions specified at paragraph (e)(1)
(vii) of this section.

(v) Revising a submitted electronic fish ticket
submission. In the event that a data error is
found, electronic fish ticket submissions
may be revised by resubmitting the revised
form. Electronic fish tickets are to be used
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for the submission of final data. Preliminary
data, including estimates of fish weights or
species composition, shall not be submitted
on electronic fish tickets.

(vi) Retention of records. [Reserved]

(vii) Waivers for submission of electronic fish
tickets upon written request. On a case-by-case
basis, a temporary written waiver of the re-
quirement to submit electronic fish tickets
may be granted by the Assistant Regional
Administrator or designee if he/she deter-
mines that circumstances beyond the control
of a Pacific whiting shoreside first receiver
would result in inadequate data submissions
using the electronic fish ticket system. The
duration of the waiver will be determined on
a case-by-case basis.

(viii) Reporting requirements when a tem-
porary waiver has been granted. Pacific whit-
ing shoreside first receivers that have been
granted a temporary waiver from the re-
quirement to submit electronic fish tickets
must submit on paper the same data as is re-
quired on electronic fish tickets within 24
hours of the date received during the period
that the waiver is in effect. Paper fish tick-
ets must be sent by facsimile to NMFS,
Northwest Region, Sustainable Fisheries Di-
vision, 206-526-6736 or by delivering it in per-
son to 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA
98115. The requirements for submissions of
paper tickets in this paragraph are separate
from, and in addition to existing state re-
quirements for landing receipts or fish re-
ceiving tickets.

(2) [Reserved]

§660.305 Vessel identification.

(a) Display. The operator of a vessel
that is over 25 ft (7.6 m) in length and
is engaged in commercial fishing for
groundfish must display the vessel’s of-
ficial number on the port and starboard
sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on
a weather deck so as to be visible from
above. The number must contrast with
the background and be in block Arabic
numerals at least 18 inches (45.7 cm)
high for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) long
and at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) high for
vessels between 25 and 65 ft (7.6 and 19.8
m) in length. The length of a vessel for
purposes of this section is the length
set forth in USCG records or in state
records, if no USCG record exists.

(b) Maintenance of numbers. The oper-
ator of a vessel engaged in commercial
fishing for groundfish must keep the
identifying markings required by para-
graph (a) of this section clearly legible
and in good repair, and must ensure
that no part of the vessel, its rigging,
or its fishing gear obstructs the view of



