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expected to be) overfished or subject to 
overfishing, fishing in times or areas 
where fishing is otherwise prohibited 
or severely restricted, or fishing for 
species that would involve unavoidable 
bycatch of species that are overfished 
or subject to overfishing; or NMFS con-
cludes the information can reasonably 
be obtained at a less cost to the re-
source. 

(3) Window period for other applica-
tions. If the Regional Administrator or 
designee agrees that compensation 
should be considered, and that more 
than a minor amount would be used as 
compensation, then a window period 
will be announced in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER during which additional partici-
pants will have an opportunity to 
apply. This notification would be made 
at the same time as announcement of 
receipt of the application and request 
for comments required under 
§ 660.745(b). If there are more qualified 
applicants than needed for a particular 
time and area, NMFS will choose 
among the qualified vessels, either ran-
domly, in order of receipt of the com-
pleted application, or by other impar-
tial selection methods. If the permit 
applicant is a state, university, or Fed-
eral entity other than NMFS, and 
NMFS approves the selection method, 
the permit applicant may choose 
among the qualified vessels, either ran-
domly, in order of receipt of the vessel 
application, or by other impartial se-
lection methods. 

(4) Terms and conditions. The EFP will 
specify the amounts that may be taken 
as scientific samples and as compensa-
tion, the time period during which the 
compensation fishing must occur, man-
agement measures that NMFS will 
waive for a vessel fishing under the 
EFP, and other terms and conditions 
appropriate to the fishery and the col-
lection of resource information. NMFS 
may require compensation fishing to 
occur on the same trip that the re-
source information is collected. 

(5) Accounting for the catch. Samples 
taken under this EFP, as well as any 
compensation fish, count toward the 
current year’s catch or landings. 

[64 FR 49101, Sept. 10, 1999, as amended at 67 
FR 65906, Oct. 29, 2002; 68 FR 52523, Sept. 4, 
2003; 69 FR 42351, July 15, 2004] 

§ 660.365 Overfished species rebuilding 
plans. 

For each overfished groundfish stock 
with an approved rebuilding plan, this 
section contains the standards to be 
used to establish annual or biennial 
OYs, specifically the target date for re-
building the stock to its MSY level and 
the harvest control rule to be used to 
rebuild the stock. The harvest control 
rule is expressed as a ‘‘Spawning Po-
tential Ratio’’ or ‘‘SPR’’ harvest rate. 

(a) Bocaccio. The target year for re-
building the southern bocaccio stock to 
BMSY is 2026. The harvest control rule 
to be used to rebuild the southern bo-
caccio stock is an annual SPR harvest 
rate of 77.7 percent. 

(b) Canary rockfish. The target year 
for rebuilding the canary rockfish 
stock to BMSY is 2063. The harvest con-
trol rule to be used to rebuild the ca-
nary rockfish stock is an annual SPR 
harvest rate of 88.7 percent. 

(c) Cowcod. The target year for re-
building the cowcod stock south of 
Point Conception to BMSY is 2039. The 
harvest control rule to be used to re-
build the cowcod stock is an annual 
SPR harvest rate of 90.0 percent. 

(d) Darkblotched rockfish. The target 
year for rebuilding the darkblotched 
rockfish stock to BMSY is 2011. The har-
vest control rule to be used to rebuild 
the darkblotched rockfish stock is an 
annual SPR harvest rate of 64.1 percent 
in 2007 and 60.7 percent beginning in 
2008. 

(e) Pacific ocean perch (POP). The tar-
get year for rebuilding the POP stock 
to BMSY is 2017. The harvest control 
rule to be used to rebuild the POP 
stock is an annual SPR harvest rate of 
86.4 percent. 

(f) Widow rockfish. The target year for 
rebuilding the widow rockfish stock to 
BMSY is 2015. The harvest control rule 
to be used to rebuild the widow rock-
fish stock is an annual SPR harvest 
rate of 95.0 percent. 

(g) Yelloweye rockfish. The target year 
for rebuilding the yelloweye rockfish 
stock to BMSY is 2084. The harvest con-
trol rule to be used to rebuild the 
yelloweye rockfish stock is an annual 
SPR harvest rate is 55.4 in 2007 and 60.8 
in 2008. Yelloweye rockfish is subject to 
a ramp-down strategy where the har-
vest level will be reduced from current 
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levels until 2011. Beginning in 2011, 
yelloweye rockfish will be subject to a 
constant harvest rate strategy with a 
constant SPR harvest rate of 71.9 per-
cent. 

[71 FR 78655, Dec. 29, 2006] 

§ 660.370 Specifications and manage-
ment measures. 

(a) General. NMFS will establish and 
adjust specifications and management 
measures biennially or annually and 
during the fishing year. Management of 
the Pacific Coast groundfish fishery 
will be conducted consistent with the 
standards and procedures in the 
PCGFMP and other applicable law. The 
PCGFMP is available from the Re-
gional Administrator or the Council. 
Regulations under this subpart may be 
promulgated, removed, or revised dur-
ing the fishing year. Any such action 
will be made according to the frame-
work standards and procedures in the 
PCGFMP and other applicable law, and 
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. 

(b) Biennial actions. The Pacific Coast 
Groundfish fishery is managed on a bi-
ennial, calendar year basis. Harvest 
specifications and management meas-
ures will be announced biennially, with 
the harvest specifications for each spe-
cies or species group set for two se-
quential calendar years. In general, 
management measures are designed to 
achieve, but not exceed, the specifica-
tions, particularly optimum yields 
(harvest guidelines and quotas), com-
mercial harvest guidelines and quotas, 
limited entry and open access alloca-
tions, or other approved fishery alloca-
tions, and to protect overfished and de-
pleted stocks. Management measures 
will be designed to take into account 
the co-occurrence ratios of target spe-
cies with overfished species, and will 
select measures that will minimize by-
catch to the extent practicable. 

(c) Routine management measures. In 
addition to the catch restrictions in 
§§ 660.371 through 660.373, other catch 
restrictions that are likely to be ad-
justed on a biennial or more frequent 
basis may be imposed and announced 
by a single notification in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER if good cause exists under the 
APA to waive notice and comment, and 
if they have been designated as routine 

through the two-meeting process de-
scribed in the PCGFMP. Routine man-
agement measures that may be revised 
during the fishing year via this process 
are implemented in paragraph (h) of 
this section and in §§ 660.371 through 
660.373, §§ 660.381 through 660.385 and Ta-
bles 3–5 of this subpart. Most trip, bag, 
and size limits, and area closures in the 
groundfish fishery have been des-
ignated ‘‘routine,’’ which means they 
may be changed rapidly after a single 
Council meeting. Council meetings are 
held in the months of March, April, 
June, September, and November. 
Inseason changes to routine manage-
ment measures are announced in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER pursuant to the re-
quirements of the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act (APA). Changes to trip lim-
its are effective at the times stated in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER. Once a change 
is effective, it is illegal to take and re-
tain, possess, or land more fish than al-
lowed under the new trip limit. This 
means that, unless otherwise an-
nounced in the FEDERAL REGISTER, off-
loading must begin before the time a 
fishery closes or a more restrictive trip 
limit takes effect. The following catch 
restrictions have been designated as 
routine: 

(1) Commercial limited entry and open 
access fisheries—(i) Trip landing and fre-
quency limits, size limits, all gear. Trip 
landing and frequency limits have been 
designated as routine for the following 
species or species groups: widow rock-
fish, canary rockfish, yellowtail rock-
fish, Pacific ocean perch, yelloweye 
rockfish, black rockfish, blue rockfish, 
splitnose rockfish, chilipepper rock-
fish, bocaccio, cowcod, minor nearshore 
rockfish or shallow and deeper minor 
nearshore rockfish, shelf or minor shelf 
rockfish, and minor slope rockfish; 
DTS complex which is composed of 
Dover sole, sablefish, shortspine 
thornyheads, and longspine 
thornyheads; petrale sole, rex sole, 
arrowtooth flounder, Pacific sanddabs, 
and the flatfish complex, which is com-
posed of those species plus any other 
flatfish species listed at § 660.302; Pa-
cific whiting; lingcod; Pacific cod; 
spiny dogfish; and ‘‘other fish’’ as a 
complex consisting of all groundfish 
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