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§ 679.9 Penalties. 
See § 600.735 of this chapter. 

Subpart B—Management 
Measures 

§ 679.20 General limitations. 
This section applies to vessels en-

gaged in directed fishing for groundfish 
in the GOA and BSAI. 

(a) Harvest limits—(1) OY. The OY for 
BSAI and GOA target species and the 
‘‘other species’’ category is a range 
that can be harvested consistently 
with this part, plus the amounts of 
‘‘nonspecified species’’ taken inciden-
tally to the harvest of target species 
and the ‘‘other species’’ category. The 
species categories are defined in Table 
1 of the specifications as provided in 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(i) BSAI. The OY for groundfish in 
the BSAI regulated by this section and 
by part 600 of this chapter is 1.4 to 2.0 
million mt. 

(ii) GOA. The OY for groundfish in 
the GOA regulated by this section and 
by part 600 of this chapter is 116,000 to 
800,000 mt. 

(2) TAC. NMFS, after consultation 
with the Council, will specify and ap-
portion the annual TAC and reserves 
for each calendar year among the GOA 
and BSAI target species and the ‘‘other 
species’’ categories. TACs in the target 
species category may be split or com-
bined for purposes of establishing new 
TACs with apportionments thereof 
under paragraph (c) of this section. The 
sum of the TACs so specified must be 
within the OY range specified in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section. 

(3) Annual TAC determination. The an-
nual determinations of TAC for each 
target species and the ‘‘other species’’ 
category, and the reapportionment of 
reserves may be adjusted, based upon a 
review of the following: 

(i) Biological condition of groundfish 
stocks. Resource assessment documents 
prepared annually for the Council that 
provide information on historical catch 
trend; updated estimates of the MSY of 
the groundfish complex and its compo-
nent species groups; assessments of the 
stock condition of each target species 
and the ‘‘other species’’ category; as-
sessments of the multispecies and eco-

system impacts of harvesting the 
groundfish complex at current levels, 
given the assessed condition of stocks, 
including consideration of rebuilding 
depressed stocks; and alternative har-
vesting strategies and related effects 
on the component species group. 

(ii) Socioeconomic considerations. So-
cioeconomic considerations that are 
consistent with the goals of the fishery 
management plans for the groundfish 
fisheries of the BSAI and the GOA, in-
cluding the need to promote efficiency 
in the utilization of fishery resources, 
including minimizing costs; the need to 
manage for the optimum marketable 
size of a species; the impact of ground-
fish harvests on prohibited species and 
the domestic target fisheries that uti-
lize these species; the desire to enhance 
depleted stocks; the seasonal access to 
the groundfish fishery by domestic 
fishing vessels; the commercial impor-
tance of a fishery to local commu-
nities; the importance of a fishery to 
subsistence users; and the need to pro-
mote utilization of certain species. 

(4) Sablefish TAC—(i) Eastern GOA reg-
ulatory area. Vessels in the Eastern 
GOA regulatory area of the GOA using 
trawl gear will be allocated 5 percent of 
the sablefish TAC for bycatch in other 
trawl fisheries. 

(ii) Central and western GOA regu-
latory areas—(A) Hook-and-line gear. 
Vessels in the Central and western 
GOA regulatory areas using hook-and- 
line gear will be allocated 80 percent of 
the sablefish TAC in each of the Cen-
tral and Western GOA regulatory 
areas. 

(B) Trawl gear. Vessels using trawl 
gear will be allocated 20 percent of the 
sablefish TAC in these areas. 

(iii) Bering Sea subarea—(A) Hook- 
and-line or pot gear. Vessels in the Ber-
ing Sea subarea using hook-and-line or 
pot gear will be allocated 50 percent of 
each TAC for sablefish. 

(B) Trawl gear. Vessels in the Bering 
Sea subarea using trawl gear will be al-
located 50 percent of each TAC for sa-
blefish. 

(iv) Aleutian Islands subarea—(A) 
Hook-and-line or pot gear. Vessels in the 
Aleutian Islands subarea using hook- 
and-line or pot gear will be allocated 75 
percent of each TAC for sablefish. 
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