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§ 91.24 Contest procedures. 
(a) The day before the judging begins, 

the judges will be briefed on all aspects 
of the judging procedures and other de-
tails of the competition, and will pre-
view all eligible artwork entered. 

(b) Prior to the first round of judg-
ing, and prior to the opening of the 
contest to the public, the judges will 
spend an additional two hours review-
ing the entries. 

(c) In the first round of judging, all 
qualified entries will be shown one at a 
time to the judges by the Contest Coor-
dinator or a contest staff member. The 
judges will vote ‘‘in’’ or ‘‘out’’ on each 
entry; those entries receiving a major-
ity of votes ‘‘in’’ will be eligible for the 
second round of judging. The remaining 
entries will be placed on display as a 
group for public viewing. 

(d) Prior to the second round of judg-
ing, each judge may select not more 
than five entries from those eliminated 
in the first round. Those additional en-
tries selected by the judges will be eli-
gible to be judged in the second round. 

(e) Prior to the second round of judg-
ing, the entries selected by the judges 
under the procedures of paragraphs (c) 
and (d) of this section will be displayed 
in numerical order in the front of the 
auditorium. 

(f) The technical advisors from the 
Department of the Interior and the 
U.S. Postal Service will do a critical 
analysis of the entries that will be 
judged in the second round and advise 
the judges of any serious anatomical 
problems and/or any serious design 
problems for the engraver. 

(g) In the second round of judging, 
each entry selected in the first round, 
plus the additional entries selected by 
judges per paragraph (d) of this section, 
will be shown one at a time to the 
judges by the Contest Coordinator or 
by a contest staff member. Each judge 
will vote by indicating a numerical 
score of one (1), two (2), three (3), four 
(4), or five (5) for each entry. The 
scores will be totaled to provide each 
entry’s score. The five entries receiving 
the five highest scores will be advanced 
to the third round of judging. 

(h) In the third round of judging, the 
judges will vote on the remaining en-
tries using the same method as in 
round two, except that they will indi-

cate a numerical score of three (3), four 
(4), or five (5) for each entry. The Con-
test Coordinator will tabulate the final 
votes and present them to the Director, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, who 
will announce the winning entry as 
well as the entries that placed second 
and third. 

(i) In case of a tie vote for first, sec-
ond, or third place in the third round, 
the judges will vote again on the en-
tries that are tied. The judges will vote 
using the same method as in round 
three. 

(j) The selection of the winning entry 
by the judges will be final. Each con-
testant will be notified of the winning 
artist and the design. The winning art-
ist will receive a pane of Duck Stamps 
signed by the Secretary of the Interior 
at the Federal Duck Stamp Contest the 
following year. The artists placing 
first, second, and third will receive a 
framed commendation from the Direc-
tor of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice. 

[53 FR 16344, May 6, 1988, as amended at 56 
FR 22816, May 16, 1991; 61 FR 25156, May 20, 
1996; 71 FR 39015, July 11, 2006; 72 FR 6488, 
Feb. 12, 2007] 

Subpart D—Post-Contest 
Procedures 

§ 91.31 Return of entries after contest. 

(a) All entries will be returned by 
certified mail to the participating art-
ists within 120 days after the contest, 
unless the artwork is selected to ap-
pear at one or more wildlife art expo-
sitions. If artwork is returned to the 
Service because it is undelivered or un-
claimed (this may happen if an artist 
changes address), the Service will not 
be obligated to trace the location of 
the artist to return the artwork. Any 
artist who changes his or her address is 
responsible for notifying the Service of 
the change. All unclaimed entries will 
be destroyed 1 year after the date of 
the contest. 

(b) Artists in the third round of judg-
ing will be chosen to appear in a na-
tional art tour that will last 1 year. 
The artwork will be returned to the 
artists after that period in accordance 
with the signed participation agree-
ment. 
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