§142.41

subject to the same procedures applica-
ble to all other imported merchandise,
unless specific procedures are set forth
in this subpart.

Subpart D—Line Release

SOURCE: T.D. 92-93, 57 FR 44093, Sept. 24,
1992, unless otherwise noted.

§142.41 Line Release.

Line Release is an automated system
designed to release and tract repetitive
shipments. It is a method of entry or
immediate delivery extended to im-
porters of merchandise which Customs
deems to be repetitive and high vol-
ume. Line Release may be used only at
locations approved by Customs for han-
dling Line Release. At certain high-
risk locations along the land borders of
the United States (the locations to be
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER),
which are approved by Customs for
handling Line Release, the use of Line
Release for particular shipments may
be denied by Customs unless the im-
ported merchandise is transported by
carriers that participate in the Land
Border Carrier Initiative Program (see,
subpart H of part 123 of this chapter).

[T.D. 92-93, 57 FR 44093, as amended by T.D.
99-2, 64 FR 33, Jan. 4, 1999]

§142.42 Application for Line Release
processing.

In order to obtain approval for proc-
essing import transactions through
Line Release, a broker or importer fil-
ing its own entries (entry filer) must
submit an application to the port di-
rector, signed by the entry filer, in a
format described as a Line Release
Data Loading Sheet. The application
must be accompanied by a representa-
tive sample of an actual commercial
invoice for the products sought to be
processed under Line Release. The Line
Release Data Loading Sheet must con-
tain the following information with
each information element appearing on
a separate line.

(a) Port where application is being
made.

(b) Initiating Company Information:
name, address, city, state, contact per-
son, phone number of contact person,
and signature.
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(c) Listing of all ports in which the
initiating company has filed a similar
application for Line Release.

(d) Country of origin codes (ISO codes
from Annex B of HTSUS) for the mer-
chandise.

(e) Shipper or manufacturer informa-
tion: Name, address, city, province/
state, country, postal code, indication
by noting ‘“M”’ or ‘S’ whether this in-
formation relates to a manufacturer
(M) or a shipper (S), and manufacturer
identification number of the shipper or
manufacturer.

(f) Importer information (if importer
is different than filer): Name, address,
city, state and country, zip code, im-
porter number, bond number, and sur-
ety code.

(9) Entry filer information: Name,
importer number, filer code, bond num-
ber, and surety code.

(h) Product information: Product de-
scription, manifest unit of measure,
HTSUS number described to sub-head-
ing level for particular product or
range of HTSUS numbers at sub-head-
ing levels for multiple products for
which Line Release is sought.

(i) Election of whether the Line Re-
lease transaction is to be considered an
entry or an immediate delivery.

§142.43 Line Release application ap-
proval process.

(a) Port review. The port director
shall review each Line Release applica-
tion to determine whether the ship-
ments qualify for Line Release proc-
essing. The port director may contact
the applicant for further information,
if necessary. An application that fails
to elect whether the Line Release
transaction is to be considered an
entry or an immediate delivery will be
returned to the applicant. If all re-
quired information is submitted, the
application will be forwarded to Head-
quarters for final processing.

(b) Assignment of C-4 Codes. A C-4
Code (Common Commodity Classifica-
tion Code), which is a unique code iden-
tifying the shipper or manufacturer,
importer, entry filer, and the product
for each Line Release shipment, shall
be assigned by Headquarters to each
application approved for Line Release.
Headquarters shall annotate each ap-
proved application with a C-4 Code and



