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§ 146.70 Transfer of zone-restricted 
merchandise into Customs terri-
tory. 

(a) General. Zone-restricted merchan-
dise may be transferred to Customs 
territory only for entry for expor-
tation, for entry for transportation and 
exportation, for warehousing pending 
exportation, for destruction (except de-
struction of distilled spirits, wines and 
fermented malt liquors), for transfer 
from one zone to another, or for deliv-
ery to a qualified vessel or aircraft or 
as ground equipment of a qualified air-
craft under section 309 or 317, Tariff 
Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1309, 
1317), unless the Board has ruled that 
the return of the merchandise to Cus-
toms territory for domestic consump-
tion is in the public interest. With 
Board approval (See 15 CFR part 400), 
that merchandise may be entered for 
consumption, for warehousing, for im-
mediate transportation without ap-
praisement, or under any other provi-
sion of the Customs laws, unless the 
Board has specified the form of entry 
to be made. 

(b) For consumption. If the return of 
zone-restricted merchandise to Cus-
toms territory for consumption has 
been ruled by the Board to be in the 
public interest, the entry shall be en-
dorsed by the port director to show the 
authority under which it was made, 
and that the merchandise is subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 98, Sub-
chapter I, Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
of the United States (19 U.S.C. 1202). 

(c) For warehousing. Zone-restricted 
merchandise may be transferred from a 
zone to a Customs bonded warehouse 
for storage pending exportation. The 
Customs Form 7501 shall be endorsed 
by the port director to show that the 
merchandise may not be withdrawn for 
consumption. In the case of zone-re-
stricted merchandise transported in 
bond to another port for warehousing 
and exportation, Customs Form 7512 
shall be endorsed by the port director 
to show that the merchandise is for-
eign trade zone merchandise in zone-re-
stricted status, which shall be entered 
for warehouse with proper endorsement 
on Customs Form 7501, and which may 
not be withdrawn for consumption. 
Zone-restricted merchandise trans-
ferred from a zone to a Customs bonded 

warehouse may not be manipulated, ex-
cept for packing or unpacking inci-
dental to exportation. 

(d) For other purposes. Upon accept-
ance of an entry or withdrawal for 
zone-restricted merchandise for any 
purpose other than that described in a 
Board order, the entry shall be en-
dorsed by the person making entry to 
show that actual exportation of the 
merchandise is required by the fourth 
proviso to section 3 of the Act, as 
amended, or the entry endorsed to re-
quire delivery to a qualified vessel or 
aircraft, under section 309 or 317, Tariff 
Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1309, 
1317). 

[T.D. 86–16, 51 FR 5049, Feb. 11, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51263, Dec. 21, 
1988] 

§ 146.71 Release and removal of mer-
chandise from zone. 

(a) General. Except as provided for in 
§ 146.43, no merchandise will be trans-
ferred from a zone without a Customs 
permit on the appropriate entry or 
withdrawal form or other document as 
required in this part. This port director 
may authorize transfer from a zone 
without physical supervision or exam-
ination by a Customs officer. Upon 
issuance of a permit, the port director 
will authorize delivery of the merchan-
dise only to the operator, who then 
may release the merchandise to the 
importer or carrier. 

(b) Liability for discrepancy. When a 
transfer is not physically supervised by 
a Customs officer, the operator will be 
relieved of responsibility only for the 
merchandise in a zone in the condition 
and quantity as shown on the entry, 
withdrawal, or other appropriate form. 
The operator will be relieved of respon-
sibility only if it receives the signed 
receipt on the document of the im-
porter or the carrier named in that 
document. The responsibility of the op-
erator may be adjusted by any discrep-
ancy report made jointly by the oper-
ator and the bonded cartman, 
lighterman, or carrier, or the importer, 
and signed by the above or an author-
ized representative within 15 days after 
transfer of the merchandise from the 
zone. Any adjustment must be noted on 
the permit copy of the entry, with-
drawal, or other appropriate form or 
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