
437 

Bureau of Customs and Border Protection, DHS, Treasury § 24.14 

and in-transit seals sold by port direc-
tors shall be charged for at the rate of 
10 cents per seal, except for high secu-
rity red in-bond seals which shall be 
charged for at the current manufactur-
er’s list price for the quantity pur-
chased. 

[28 FR 14808, Dec. 31, 1963] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 24.13, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 24.13a Car, compartment, and pack-
age seals; and fastenings; standards; 
acceptance by Customs. 

(a) General standards. The seals and 
fastenings, together, shall 

(1) Be strong and durable; 
(2) Be capable of being affixed easily 

and quickly; 
(3) Be capable of being checked read-

ily and identified by unique marks 
(such as a logotype) and numbers; 

(4) Not permit removal or undoing 
without breaking, or tampering with-
out leaving traces; 

(5) Not permit use more than once; 
and 

(6) Be made as difficult as possible to 
copy or counterfeit. 

(b) Seal specifications. (1) The shape 
and size of the seal shall be such that 
any identifying marks are readily leg-
ible. 

(2) Each eyelet in a seal shall be of a 
size corresponding to that of the fas-
tening used, and shall be positioned so 
that the fastening will be held firmly 
in place when the seal is closed. 

(3) The material used shall be suffi-
ciently strong to prevent accidental 
breakage, early deterioration (due to 
weather conditions, chemical action, 
etc.) or undetectable tampering under 
normal usage. 

(4) The material used shall be se-
lected with reference to the sealing 
system used. 

(c) Fastening specifications. (1) The 
fastening shall be strong and durable 
and resistant to weather and corrosion. 

(2) The length of the fastening used 
shall not enable a sealed aperture to be 
opened or partly opened without the 
seal or fastening being broken or other-
wise showing obvious damage. 

(3) The material used shall be se-
lected with reference to the sealing 
system used. 

(d) Identification marks. (1) If the seal 
is to be purchased and used by U.S. 
Customs, the seal or fastening, as ap-
propriate, shall be marked to show 
that it is a U.S. Customs seal by appli-
cation of the words ‘‘U.S. Customs’’ 
and a unique identification number on 
the seal. 

(2) If the seal is to be used by private 
industry (i.e., a shipper, manufacturer, 
or carrier), it must be clearly and leg-
ibly marked with a unique company 
name (or logotype) and identification 
number. 

(e) Customs acceptance. Seals will be 
considered as acceptable for use and/or 
purchase by U.S. Customs as soon as 
the manufacturer attests that the seals 
have been tested and meet or exceed 
the standards provided in paragraphs 
(a) through (d) of this section, and will 
continue to be considered acceptable 
until such time as it is demonstrated 
that they do not meet the standards. A 
manufacturer may attest to the quali-
fication of a specific seal, or to an en-
tire product line of seals as of a certain 
date. Any addition of a seal to a group 
of seals attested to as a group would 
require specific acceptance of that seal 
by Customs. 

(f) Testing. All testing of seals 
deemed necessary before Customs ac-
ceptance will be done by the manufac-
turer or by a private laboratory, and 
not by Customs. However, Customs re-
serves the right to test, or to have test-
ed, seals that have been accepted by 
Customs. 

(g) Records. The manufacturer’s at-
testation that a seal meets or exceeds 
the standards specified in this section 
and, if deemed necessary by Customs, 
the seal test record shall be sent to the 
Assistant Commissioner, Field Oper-
ations, Headquarters, U.S. Customs 
Service, Washington DC 20229. 

[T.D. 81–185, 46 FR 36842, July 16, 1981, as 
amended by T.D. 91–77, 56 FR 46114, Sept. 10, 
1991] 

§ 24.14 Salable Customs forms. 

(a) Customs forms for sale to the gen-
eral public shall be designated by the 
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