§4.92

§4.92 Towing.

No vessel other than a vessel docu-
mented for the coastwise or Great
Lakes trade, or which would be enti-
tled to be so documented except for its
tonnage (see §4.80), may tow a vessel
other than a vessel in distress between
points in the U.S. embraced within the
coastwise laws, or for any part of such
towing (46 U.S.C. App. 316(a)). The pen-
alties for violation of this provision are
a fine of from $350 to $1100 against the
owner or master of the towing vessel
and a further penalty against the tow-
ing vessel of $60 per ton of the towed
vessel (46 U.S.C. App. 316(a), as ad-
justed by the Federal Civil Penalties
Inflation Adjustment Act of 1990).

[T.D. 93-12, 58 FR 13197, Mar. 10, 1993, as
amended by T.D. 03-11, 68 FR 13820, Mar. 21,
2003]

§4.93 Coastwise transportation by cer-
tain vessels of empty vans, tanks,
and barges, equipment for use with
vans and tanks; empty instruments
of international traffic; stevedoring
equipment and material; proce-
dures.

(a) Vessels of the United States pro-
hibited from engaging in the coastwise
trade and vessels of nations found to
grant reciprocal privileges to vessels of
the United States may transport the
following articles between points em-
braced within the coastwise laws of the
United States:

(1) Empty cargo vans, empty lift
vans, and empty shipping tanks; equip-
ment for use with cargo vans, lift vans,
or shipping tanks; empty barges spe-
cifically designed for carriage aboard a
vessel and equipment, excluding pro-
pulsion equipment, for use with such
barges; and empty instruments of
international traffic exempted from ap-
plication of the Customs laws by the
Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to
the provisions of section 322(a), Tariff
Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1322(a)), if such
articles are owned or leased by the
owner or operator of the transporting
vessel and are transported for his use
in handling his cargo in foreign trade.

(2) Stevedoring equipment and mate-
rial, if such equipment and material is
owned or leased by the owner or oper-
ator of the transporting vessel, or is
owned or leased by the stevedoring
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company contracting for the lading or
unlading of that vessel, and is trans-
ported without charge for use in the
handling of cargo in foreign trade. 125
(b)(1) The following nations have
been found to extend privileges recip-
rocal to those provided in paragraph (a)
of this section for empty cargo vans,
empty lift vans, and empty shipping
tanks to vessels of the United States:

Antigua and Barbuda France

Australia Guatemala
Austria Germany, Federal
Bahamas, The Republic of
Bahrain Greece
Belgium Iceland
Bermuda India

Brazil Iran

Canada Ireland

Chile Israel

China* Italy
Colombia Ivory Coast
Cyprus Japan
Denmark Kuwait
Ecuador Liberia
Finland Luxembourg

125 ¢ex % * Provided further, That upon such

terms and conditions as the Secretary of the
Treasury by regulation may prescribe, and,
if the transporting vessel is of foreign reg-
istry, upon a finding by the Secretary of the
Treasury, pursuant to information obtained
and furnished by the Secretary of State, that
the government of the nation of registry ex-
tends reciprocal privileges to vessels of the
United States, this section shall not apply to
the transportation by vessels of the United
States not qualified to engage in the coast-
wise trade, or by vessels of foreign registry,
of (a) empty cargo vans, empty lift vans, and
empty shipping tanks, (b) equipment for use
with cargo vans, 1ift vans, or shipping tanks,
(c) empty barges specifically designed for
carriage aboard a vessel, and (d) any empty
instrument for international traffic exempt-
ed from application of the customs laws by
the Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to
the provisions of section 322(a), Tariff Act of
1930 (19 U.S.C. 1322(a)), if the articles de-
scribed in clauses (a) through (d) are owned
or leased by the owner or operator of the
transporting vessel and are transported for
his use in handling his cargo in foreign
trade; and (e) stevedoring equipment and
material, if such equipment and material is
owned or leased by the owner or operator of
the transported vessel, or is owned or leased
by the stevedoring company contracting for
the lading or unlading of that vessel, and is
transported without charge for use in the
handling of cargo in foreign trade.” (46
U.S.C. 883).
126-130 [Reserved]



