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home was, evidence of where he or she
paid personal, property, or income
taxes, or voted; or other convincing
evidence of where his or her permanent
home was.

§404.780 Evidence of “good cause” for
exceeding time limits on accepting
proof of support or application for
a lump-sum death payment.

(@) When evidence of good cause is
needed. We may ask for evidence that
you had good cause (as defined in
§404.370(f)) for not giving us sooner
proof of the support you received from
the insured as his or her parent. We
may also ask for evidence that you had
good cause (as defined in §404.621(b)) for
not applying sooner for the lump-sum
death payment. You may be asked for
evidence of good cause for these delays
if—

(1) You are the insured person’s par-
ent giving us proof of support more
than 2 years after he or she died, or be-
came disabled; or

(2) You are applying for the lump-
sum death payment more than 2 years
after the insured died.

(b) What evidence of good cause is
needed. We will ask for the following
evidence of good cause:

(1) Your signed statement explaining
why you did not give us the proof of
support or the application for lump-
sum death payment within the speci-
fied 2 year period.

(2) If the statement in paragraph
(b)(1) of the section or other evidence
raises a reasonable doubt whether
there was good cause, other convincing
evidence of this.

[43 FR 24795, June 7, 1978, as amended at 44
FR 34493, June 15, 1979]

Subpart I—Records of Earnings

AUTHORITY: Secs. 205(a), (c)(1), (c)(@)A),
(€)(@), (c)(5), (c)(6), and (p), 702(a)(5), and 1143
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 405(a),
©@), ©@A), (c)@), (€)(5), (c)(6), and (p),
902(a)(5), and 1320b-13).

SOURCE: 44 FR 38454, July 2, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

§404.802
GENERAL PROVISIONS

§404.801 Introduction.

The Social Security Administration
(SSA) keeps a record of the earnings of
all persons who work in employment or
self-employment covered under social
security. We use these earnings records
to determine entitlement to and the
amount of benefits that may be pay-
able based on a person’s earnings under
the retirement, survivors’, disability
and health insurance program. This
subpart tells what is evidence of earn-
ings, how you can find out what the
record of your earnings shows, and how
and under what circumstances the
record of your earnings may be
changed to correct errors.

§404.802 Definitions.

For the purpose of this subpart—

Earnings means wages and self-em-
ployment income earned by a person
based on work covered by social secu-
rity. (See subpart K for the rules about
what constitutes wages and self-em-
ployment income for benefit purposes.)

Period means a taxable year when re-
ferring to self-employment income.
When referring to wages it means a cal-
endar quarter if the wages were re-
ported or should have been reported
quarterly by your employer or a cal-
endar year if the wages were reported
or should have been reported annually
by your employer.

Record of earnings, earnings record, or
record means SSA’s records of the
amounts of wages paid to you and the
amounts of self-employment income
you received, the periods in which the
wages were paid and the self-employ-
ment income was received, and the
quarters of coverage which you earned
based on these earnings.

Survivor means your spouse, divorced
wife, child, or parent, who survives
you. Survivor also includes your sur-
viving divorced wife who may be enti-
tled to benefits as a surviving divorced
mother.

Tax return means, as appropriate, a
tax return of wages or a tax return of
self-employment income (including in-
formation returns and other written
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§404.803

statements filed with the Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue under chap-
ter 2 or 21 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1954, as amended).

Time limit means a period of time 3
years, 3 months, and 15 days after any
year in which you received earnings.
The period may be extended by the Sol-
diers and Sailors Relief Act of 1940 be-
cause of your military service or the
military service of certain relatives
who survive you (50 U.S.C. App. 501 and
following sections). Where the time
limit ends on a Federal nonwork day,
we will extend it to the next Federal
work day.

Wage report means a statement filed
by a State under section 218 of the So-
cial Security Act or related regula-
tions. This statement includes wage
amounts for which a State is billed and
wage amounts for which credits or re-
funds are made to a State according to
an agreement under section 218 of the
Act.

We, us, or our means the Social Secu-
rity Administration (SSA).

Year means a calendar year when re-
ferring to wages and a taxable year
when referring to self-employment in-
come.

You or your means any person for
whom we maintain a record of earn-
ings.

§404.803 Conclusiveness of the record
of your earnings.

(a) Generally. For social security pur-
poses, SSA records are evidence of the
amounts of your earnings and the peri-
ods in which they were received.

(b) Before time limit ends. Before the
time limit ends for a year, SSA records
are evidence, but not conclusive evi-
dence, of the amounts and periods of
your earnings in that year.

(c) After time limit ends. After the
time limit ends for a year—

(1) If SSA records show an entry of
self-employment income or wages for
an employer for a period in that year,
our records are conclusive evidence of
your self-employment income in that
year or the wages paid to you by that
employer and the periods in which they
were received unless one of the excep-
tions in §404.822 applies;

(2) If SSA records show no entry of
wages for an employer for a period in
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that year, our records are conclusive
evidence that no wages were paid to
you by that employer in that period
unless one of the exceptions in §404.822
applies; and

(3) If SSA records show no entry of
self-employment income for that year,
our records are conclusive evidence
that you did not receive self-
employement income in that year un-
less the exception in §404.822(b)(2) (i) or
(i) applies.

OBTAINING EARNINGS INFORMATION

§404.810 How to obtain a statement of
earnings and a benefit estimate
statement.

(a) Right to a statement of earnings and
a benefit estimate. You or your legal rep-
resentative or, after your death, your
survivor or the legal representative of
your estate may obtain a statement of
your earnings as shown on our records
at the time of the request. If you have
a social security number and have
wages or net earnings from self-em-
ployment, you may also request and re-
ceive an earnings statement that will
include an estimate of the monthly
old-age, disability, dependents’, and
survivors’ insurance benefits poten-
tially payable on your earnings record,
together with a description of the bene-
fits payable under the medicare pro-
gram. You may request these state-
ments by writing, calling, or visiting a
social security office.

(b) Contents of request. When you re-
quest a statement of your earnings, we
will ask you to complete a prescribed
form, giving us your name, social secu-
rity number, date of birth, and sex.
You, your authorized representative or,
after your death, your survivor or the
legal representative of your estate will
be asked to sign and date the form. If
you are requesting an estimate of the
monthly benefits potentially payable
on your earnings record, we will also
ask you to give us the amount of your
earnings for the last year, an estimate
of your earnings for the current year,
an estimate of your earnings for future
years before your planned retirement,
and the age at which you plan to re-
tire, so that we can give you a more re-
alistic estimate of the benefits that
may be payable on your record. A re-
quest for a statement of earnings and a
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