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statements filed with the Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue under chap-
ter 2 or 21 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1954, as amended).

Time limit means a period of time 3
years, 3 months, and 15 days after any
year in which you received earnings.
The period may be extended by the Sol-
diers and Sailors Relief Act of 1940 be-
cause of your military service or the
military service of certain relatives
who survive you (50 U.S.C. App. 501 and
following sections). Where the time
limit ends on a Federal nonwork day,
we will extend it to the next Federal
work day.

Wage report means a statement filed
by a State under section 218 of the So-
cial Security Act or related regula-
tions. This statement includes wage
amounts for which a State is billed and
wage amounts for which credits or re-
funds are made to a State according to
an agreement under section 218 of the
Act.

We, us, or our means the Social Secu-
rity Administration (SSA).

Year means a calendar year when re-
ferring to wages and a taxable year
when referring to self-employment in-
come.

You or your means any person for
whom we maintain a record of earn-
ings.

§404.803 Conclusiveness of the record
of your earnings.

(a) Generally. For social security pur-
poses, SSA records are evidence of the
amounts of your earnings and the peri-
ods in which they were received.

(b) Before time limit ends. Before the
time limit ends for a year, SSA records
are evidence, but not conclusive evi-
dence, of the amounts and periods of
your earnings in that year.

(c) After time limit ends. After the
time limit ends for a year—

(1) If SSA records show an entry of
self-employment income or wages for
an employer for a period in that year,
our records are conclusive evidence of
your self-employment income in that
year or the wages paid to you by that
employer and the periods in which they
were received unless one of the excep-
tions in §404.822 applies;

(2) If SSA records show no entry of
wages for an employer for a period in
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that year, our records are conclusive
evidence that no wages were paid to
you by that employer in that period
unless one of the exceptions in §404.822
applies; and

(3) If SSA records show no entry of
self-employment income for that year,
our records are conclusive evidence
that you did not receive self-
employement income in that year un-
less the exception in §404.822(b)(2) (i) or
(i) applies.

OBTAINING EARNINGS INFORMATION

§404.810 How to obtain a statement of
earnings and a benefit estimate
statement.

(a) Right to a statement of earnings and
a benefit estimate. You or your legal rep-
resentative or, after your death, your
survivor or the legal representative of
your estate may obtain a statement of
your earnings as shown on our records
at the time of the request. If you have
a social security number and have
wages or net earnings from self-em-
ployment, you may also request and re-
ceive an earnings statement that will
include an estimate of the monthly
old-age, disability, dependents’, and
survivors’ insurance benefits poten-
tially payable on your earnings record,
together with a description of the bene-
fits payable under the medicare pro-
gram. You may request these state-
ments by writing, calling, or visiting a
social security office.

(b) Contents of request. When you re-
quest a statement of your earnings, we
will ask you to complete a prescribed
form, giving us your name, social secu-
rity number, date of birth, and sex.
You, your authorized representative or,
after your death, your survivor or the
legal representative of your estate will
be asked to sign and date the form. If
you are requesting an estimate of the
monthly benefits potentially payable
on your earnings record, we will also
ask you to give us the amount of your
earnings for the last year, an estimate
of your earnings for the current year,
an estimate of your earnings for future
years before your planned retirement,
and the age at which you plan to re-
tire, so that we can give you a more re-
alistic estimate of the benefits that
may be payable on your record. A re-
quest for a statement of earnings and a
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benefit estimate not made on the pre-
scribed form will be accepted if the re-
quest is in writing, is signed and dated
by the appropriate individual noted
above, and contains all the information
that is requested on the prescribed
form.

[57 FR 54918, Nov. 23, 1992]

§404.811 The statement of earnings
and benefit estimates you re-
quested.

(a) General. After receiving a request
for a statement of earnings and the in-
formation we need to comply with the
request, we will provide you or your
authorized representative a statement
of the earnings we have credited to
your record at the time of your re-
quest. With the statement of earnings,
we will include estimates of the bene-
fits potentially payable on your record,
unless you do not have the required
credits (quarters of coverage) for any
kind of benefit(s). (However, see para-
graph (b)(3) of this section regarding
the possibility of our estimating up to
eight additional credits on your
record.) If we do not provide a state-
ment of earnings and an estimate of all
the benefits potentially payable, or any
other information you requested, we
will explain why.

(b) Contents of statement of earnings
and benefit estimates. The statement of
your earnings and benefit estimates
will contain the following information:

(1) Your social security taxed earn-
ings as shown by our records as of the
date of your request;

(2) An estimate of the social security
and medicare hospital insurance taxes
paid on your earnings (although we do
not maintain such tax information);

(3) The number of credits, i.e., quar-
ters of coverage, not exceeding 40, you
have for both social security and medi-
care hospital insurance purposes, and
the number you need to be eligible for
social security and also for medicare
hospital insurance coverage. If you do
not already have the required credits
(quarters of coverage) to be eligible to
receive social security benefits and
medicare hospital insurance coverage,
we may include up to eight additional
estimated credits (four per year) based
on the earnings you told us you had for
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last year and this year that we have
not yet entered on your record;

(4) A statement as to whether you
meet the credits (quarters of coverage)
requirements, as described in subpart B
of this part, for each type of social se-
curity benefit when we prepare the
benefit estimates, and also whether
you are eligible for medicare hospital
insurance coverage;

(5) Estimates of the monthly retire-
ment (old-age), disability, dependents’
and survivors’ insurance benefits po-
tentially payable on your record if you
meet the credits (quarters of coverage)
requirements. The benefit estimates we
send you will be based partly on your
stated earnings for last year (if not yet
on your record), your estimate of your
earnings for the current year and for
future years before you plan to retire,
and on the age at which you plan to re-
tire. The estimate will include the re-
tirement (old-age) insurance benefits
you could receive at age 62 (or your
current age if you are already over age
62), at full retirement age (currently
age 65 to 67, depending on your year of
birth) or at your current age if you are
already over full retirement age, and at
age 70;

(6) A description of the coverage
under the medicare program;

(7) A reminder of your right to re-
quest a correction of your earnings
record; and

8) A remark that an annually up-
dated statement is available on re-
quest.

[61 FR 18076, Apr. 24, 1996]

§404.812 Statement of earnings and
benefit estimates sent without re-
quest.

(@) Who will be sent a statement. Un-
less one of the conditions in paragraph
(b) of this section applies to you, we
will send you, without request, a state-
ment of earnings and benefit estimates
if:

(1) You have a social security ac-
count number;

(2) You have wages or net earnings
from self-employment on your social
security record;

(3) You have attained age 25 or older,
as explained in paragraph (c)(3) of this
section; and
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