§404.918

(1) The disability hearing officer
sends the case back for additional de-
velopment by the component that pre-
pared the case for the hearing, and that
component issues a favorable deter-
mination, as permitted by §404.916(c);

(2) It is determined that you are en-
gaging in substantial gainful activity
and that you are therefore not dis-
abled; or

(3) The reconsidered determination
prepared by the disability hearing offi-
cer is reviewed under §404.918.

(b) Content. The disability hearing of-
ficer’s reconsidered determination will
give the findings of fact and the rea-
sons for the reconsidered determina-
tion. The reconsidered determination
must be based on evidence offered at
the disability hearing or otherwise in-
cluded in the case file.

(c) Notice. We will mail you and the
other parties a notice of reconsidered
determination in accordance with
§404.922.

(d) Effect. The disability hearing offi-
cer’s reconsidered determination, or, if
it is changed under §404.918, the recon-
sidered determination that is issued by
the Associate Commissioner for Dis-
ability Determinations or his or her
delegate, is binding in accordance with
§404.921, subject to the exceptions spec-
ified in that section.

[51 FR 302, Jan. 3, 1986, as amended at 71 FR
10428, Mar. 1, 2006]

§404.918 Disability hearing—review of
the disability hearing officer’s re-
considered determination before it
is issued.

(a) General. The Associate Commis-
sioner for Disability Determinations or
his or her delegate may select a sample
of disability hearing officers’ reconsid-
ered determinations, before they are
issued, and review any such case to de-
termine its correctness on any grounds
he or she deems appropriate. The Asso-
ciate Commissioner or his or her dele-
gate shall review any case within the
sample if:

(1) There appears to be an abuse of
discretion by the hearing officer;

(2) There is an error of law; or

(3) The action, findings or conclu-
sions of the disability hearing officer
are not supported by substantial evi-
dence.
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NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): If the review indi-
cates that the reconsidered determination
prepared by the disability hearing officer is
correct, it will be dated and issued imme-
diately upon completion of the review. If the
reconsidered determination prepared by the
disability hearing officer is found by the As-
sociate Commissioner or his or her delegate
to be deficient, it will be changed as de-
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) Methods of correcting deficiencies in
the disability hearing officer’s reconsid-
ered determination. If the reconsidered
determination prepared by the dis-
ability hearing officer is found by the
Associate Commissioner for Disability
Determinations or his or her delegate
to be deficient, the Associate Commis-
sioner or his or her delegate will take
appropriate action to assure that the
deficiency is corrected before a recon-
sidered determination is issued. The
action taken by the Associate Commis-
sioner or his or her delegate will take
one of two forms:

(1) The Associate Commissioner or
his or her delegate may return the case
file either to the component respon-
sible for preparing the case for hearing
or to the disability hearing officer, for
appropriate further action; or

(2) The Associate Commissioner or
his or her delegate may issue a written
reconsidered determination which cor-
rects the deficiency.

(c) Further action on your case if it is
sent back by the Associate Commissioner
for Disability Determinations or his or her
delegate either to the component that pre-
pared your case for hearing or to the dis-
ability hearing officer. If the Associate
Commissioner for Disability Deter-
minations or his or her delegate sends
your case back either to the compo-
nent responsible for preparing the case
for hearing or to the disability hearing
officer for appropriate further action,
as provided in paragraph (b)(1) of this
section, any additional proceedings in
your case will be governed by the dis-
ability hearing procedures described in
§404.916(f) or if your case is returned to
the disability hearing officer and an
unfavorable determination is indi-
cated, a supplementary hearing may be
scheduled for you before a reconsidered
determination is reached in your case.

(d) Opportunity to comment before the
Associate Commissioner for Disability De-
terminations or his or her delegate issues
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a reconsidered determination that is unfa-
vorable to you. If the Associate Com-
missioner for Disability Determina-
tions or his or her delegate proposes to
issue a reconsidered determination as
described in paragraph (b)(2) of this
section, and that reconsidered deter-
mination is unfavorable to you, he or
she will send you a copy of the pro-
posed reconsidered determination with
an explanation of the reasons for it,
and will give you an opportunity to
submit written comments before it is
issued. At your request, you will also
be given an opportunity to inspect the
pertinent materials in your case file,
including the reconsidered determina-
tion prepared by the disability hearing
officer, before submitting your com-
ments. You will be given 10 days from
the date you receive the Associate
Commissioner’s notice of proposed ac-
tion to submit your written comments,
unless additional time is necessary to
provide access to the pertinent file ma-
terials or there is good cause for pro-
viding more time, as illustrated by the
examples in §404.911(b). The Associate
Commissioner or his or her delegate
will consider your comments before
taking any further action on your case.

[71 FR 10428, Mar. 1, 2006]

§404.919 Notice of another person’s re-
quest for reconsideration.

If any other person files a request for
reconsideration of the initial deter-
mination in your case, we shall notify
you at your last known address before
we reconsider the initial determina-
tion. We shall also give you an oppor-
tunity to present any evidence you
think helpful to the reconsidered deter-
mination.

[45 FR 52081, Aug. 5, 1980. Redesignated at 51
FR 302, Jan. 3, 1986]

§404.920 Reconsidered determination.

After you or another person requests
a reconsideration, we shall review the
evidence considered in making the ini-
tial determination and any other evi-
dence we receive. We shall make our
determination based on this evidence.

[45 FR 52081, Aug. 5, 1980. Redesignated at 51
FR 302, Jan. 3, 1986]

§404.924

§404.921 Effect of a reconsidered de-
termination.

The reconsidered determination is
binding unless—

(a) You or any other party to the re-
consideration requests a hearing before
an administrative law judge within the
stated time period and a decision is
made;

(b) The expedited appeals process is
used; or

(c) The reconsidered determination is
revised.

[51 FR 302, Jan. 3, 1986]

§404.922 Notice of a reconsidered de-
termination.

We shall mail a written notice of the
reconsidered determination to the par-
ties at their last known address. We
shall state the specific reasons for the
determination and tell you and any
other parties of the right to a hearing.
If it is appropriate, we will also tell
you and any other parties how to use
the expedited appeals process.

[45 FR 52081, Aug. 5, 1980. Redesignated at 51
FR 302, Jan. 3, 1986]

EXPEDITED APPEALS PROCESS

§404.923 Expedited appeals process—
general.

By using the expedited appeals proc-
ess you may go directly to a Federal
district court without first completing
the administrative review process that
is generally required before the court
will hear your case.

§404.924 When the expedited appeals
process may be used.

You may use the expedited appeals
process if all of the following require-
ments are met:

(a) We have made an initial and a re-
considered determination; an adminis-
trative law judge has made a hearing
decision; or Appeals Council review has
been requested, but a final decision has
not been issued.

(b) You are a party to the reconsid-
ered determination or the hearing deci-
sion.

(c) You have submitted a written re-
quest for the expedited appeals process.
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