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20 CFR Ch. VI (4–1–08 Edition) § 725.301 

Subpart C—Filing of Claims 

§ 725.301 Who may file a claim. 

(a) Any person who believes he or she 
may be entitled to benefits under the 
Act may file a claim in accordance 
with this subpart. 

(b) A claimant who has attained the 
age of 18, is mentally competent and 
physically able, may file a claim on his 
or her own behalf. 

(c) If a claimant is unable to file a 
claim on his or her behalf because of a 
legal or physical impairment, the fol-
lowing rules shall apply: 

(1) A claimant between the ages of 16 
and 18 years who is mentally com-
petent and not under the legal custody 
or care of another person, or a com-
mittee or institution, may upon filing 
a statement to the effect, file a claim 
on his or her own behalf. In any other 
case where the claimant is under 18 
years of age, only a person, or the man-
ager or principal officer of an institu-
tion having legal custody or care of the 
claimant may file a claim on his or her 
behalf. 

(2) If a claimant over 18 years of age 
has a legally appointed guardian or 
committee, only the guardian or com-
mittee may file a claim on his or her 
behalf. 

(3) If a claimant over 18 years of age 
is mentally incompetent or physically 
unable to file a claim and is under the 
care of another person, or an institu-
tion, only the person, or the manager 
or principal officer of the institution 
responsible for the care of the claim-
ant, may file a claim on his or her be-
half. 

(4) For good cause shown, the Office 
may accept a claim executed by a per-
son other than one described in para-
graphs (c)(2) or (3) of this section. 

(d) Except as provided in § 725.305, in 
order for a claim to be considered, the 
claimant must be alive at the time the 
claim is filed. 

§ 725.302 Evidence of authority to file 
a claim on behalf of another. 

A person filing a claim on behalf of a 
claimant shall submit evidence of his 
or her authority to so act at the time 
of filing or at a reasonable time there-
after in accordance with the following: 

(a) A legally appointed guardian or 
committee shall provide the Office 
with certification of appointment by a 
proper official of the court. 

(b) Any other person shall provide a 
statement describing his or her rela-
tionship to the claimant, the extent to 
which he or she has care of the claim-
ant, or his or her position as an officer 
of the institution of which the claim-
ant is an inmate. The Office may, at 
any time, require additional evidence 
to establish the authority of any such 
person. 

§ 725.303 Date and place of filing of 
claims. 

(a)(1) Claims for benefits shall be de-
livered, mailed to, or presented at, any 
of the various district offices of the So-
cial Security Administration, or any of 
the various offices of the Department 
of Labor authorized to accept claims, 
or, in the case of a claim filed by or on 
behalf of a claimant residing outside 
the United States, mailed or presented 
to any office maintained by the For-
eign Service of the United States. A 
claim shall be considered filed on the 
day it is received by the office in which 
it is first filed. 

(2) A claim submitted to a Foreign 
Service Office or any other agency or 
subdivision of the U.S. Government 
shall be forwarded to the Office and 
considered filed as of the date it was 
received at the Foreign Service Office 
or other governmental agency or unit. 

(b) A claim submitted by mail shall 
be considered filed as of the date of de-
livery unless a loss or impairment of 
benefit rights would result, in which 
case a claim shall be considered filed as 
of the date of its postmark. In the ab-
sence of a legible postmark, other evi-
dence may be used to establish the 
mailing date. 

§ 725.304 Forms and initial processing. 

(a) Claims shall be filed on forms pre-
scribed and approved by the Office. The 
district office at which the claim is 
filed will assist claimants in com-
pleting their forms. 

(b) If the place at which a claim is 
filed is an office of the Social Security 
Administration, such office shall for-
ward the completed claim form to an 
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Employment Standards Administration, Labor § 725.308 

office of the DCMWC, which is author-
ized to process the claim. 

§ 725.305 When a written statement is 
considered a claim. 

(a) The filing of a statement signed 
by an individual indicating an inten-
tion to claim benefits shall be consid-
ered to be the filing of a claim for the 
purposes of this part under the fol-
lowing circumstances: 

(1) The claimant or a proper person 
on his or her behalf (see § 725.301) exe-
cutes and files a prescribed claim form 
with the Office during the claimant’s 
lifetime within the period specified in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(2) Where the claimant dies within 
the period specified in paragraph (b) of 
this section without filing a prescribed 
claim form, and a person acting on be-
half of the deceased claimant’s estate 
executes and files a prescribed claim 
form within the period specified in 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(b) Upon receipt of a written state-
ment indicating an intention to claim 
benefits, the Office shall notify the 
signer in writing that to be considered 
the claim must be executed by the 
claimant or a proper party on his or 
her behalf on the prescribed form and 
filed with the Office within six months 
from the date of mailing of the notice. 

(c) If before the notice specified in 
paragraph (b) of this section is sent, or 
within six months after such notice is 
sent, the claimant dies without having 
executed and filed a prescribed form, or 
without having had one executed and 
filed in his or her behalf, the Office 
shall upon receipt of notice of the 
claimant’s death advise his or her es-
tate, or those living at his or her last 
known address, in writing that for the 
claim to be considered, a prescribed 
claim form must be executed and filed 
by a person authorized to do so on be-
half of the claimant’s estate within six 
months of the date of the later notice. 

(d) Claims based upon written state-
ments indicating an intention to claim 
benefits not perfected in accordance 
with this section shall not be proc-
essed. 

§ 725.306 Withdrawal of a claim. 
(a) A claimant or an individual au-

thorized to execute a claim on a claim-

ant’s behalf or on behalf of claimant’s 
estate under § 725.305, may withdraw a 
previously filed claim provided that: 

(1) He or she files a written request 
with the appropriate adjudication offi-
cer indicating the reasons for seeking 
withdrawal of the claim; 

(2) The appropriate adjudication offi-
cer approves the request for with-
drawal on the grounds that it is in the 
best interests of the claimant or his or 
her estate, and; 

(3) Any payments made to the claim-
ant in accordance with § 725.522 are re-
imbursed. 

(b) When a claim has been withdrawn 
under paragraph (a) of this section, the 
claim will be considered not to have 
been filed. 

§ 725.307 Cancellation of a request for 
withdrawal. 

At any time prior to approval, a re-
quest for withdrawal may be canceled 
by a written request of the claimant or 
a person authorized to act on the 
claimant’s behalf or on behalf of the 
claimant’s estate. 

§ 725.308 Time limits for filing claims. 
(a) A claim for benefits filed under 

this part by, or on behalf of, a miner 
shall be filed within three years after a 
medical determination of total dis-
ability due to pneumoconiosis which 
has been communicated to the miner 
or a person responsible for the care of 
the miner, or within three years after 
the date of enactment of the Black 
Lung Benefits Reform Act of 1977, 
whichever is later. There is no time 
limit on the filing of a claim by the 
survivor of a miner. 

(b) A miner who is receiving benefits 
under part B of title IV of the Act and 
who is notified by HEW of the right to 
seek medical benefits may file a claim 
for medical benefits under part C of 
title IV of the Act and this part. The 
Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare is required to notify each 
miner receiving benefits under part B 
of this right. Notwithstanding the pro-
visions of paragraph (a) of this section, 
a miner notified of his or her rights 
under this paragraph may file a claim 
under this part on or before December 
31, 1980. Any claim filed after that date 
shall be untimely unless the time for 
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