§725.405

§725.405 Development of medical evi-
dence; scheduling of medical exami-
nations and tests.

(a) Upon receipt of a claim, the dis-
trict director shall ascertain whether
the claim was filed by or on account of
a miner as defined in §725.202, and in
the case of a claim filed on account of
a deceased miner, whether the claim
was filed by an eligible survivor of such
miner as defined in subpart B of this
part.

(b) In the case of a claim filed by or
on behalf of a miner, the district direc-
tor shall, where necessary, schedule
the miner for a medical examination
and testing under §725.406.

(c) In the case of a claim filed by or
on behalf of a survivor of a miner, the
district director shall obtain whatever
medical evidence is necessary and
available for the development and eval-
uation of the claim.

(d) The district director shall, where
appropriate, collect other evidence nec-
essary to establish:

(1) The nature and duration of the
miner’s employment; and

(2) All other matters relevant to the
determination of the claim.

(e) If at any time during the proc-
essing of the claim by the district di-
rector, the evidence establishes that
the claimant is not entitled to benefits
under the Act, the district director
may terminate evidentiary develop-
ment of the claim and proceed as ap-
propriate.

§725.406 Medical
tests.

(a) The Act requires the Department
to provide each miner who applies for
benefits with the opportunity to under-
g0 a complete pulmonary evaluation at
no expense to the miner. A complete
pulmonary evaluation includes a report
of physical examination, a pulmonary
function study, a chest roentgenogram
and, unless medically contraindicated,
a blood gas study.

(b) As soon as possible after a miner
files an application for benefits, the
district director will provide the miner
with a list of medical facilities and
physicians in the state of the miner’s
residence and states contiguous to the
state of the miner’s residence that the
Office has authorized to perform com-

examinations and
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plete pulmonary evaluations. The
miner shall select one of the facilities
or physicians on the list, provided that
the miner may not select any physi-
cian to whom the miner or the miner’s
spouse is related to the fourth degree
of consanguinity, and the miner may
not select any physician who has exam-
ined or provided medical treatment to
the miner within the twelve months
preceding the date of the miner’s appli-
cation. The district director will make
arrangements for the miner to be given
a complete pulmonary evaluation by
that facility or physician. The results
of the complete pulmonary evaluation
shall not be counted as evidence sub-
mitted by the miner under §725.414.

(c) If any medical examination or
test conducted under paragraph (a) of
this section is not administered or re-
ported in substantial compliance with
the provisions of part 718 of this sub-
chapter, or does not provide sufficient
information to allow the district direc-
tor to decide whether the miner is eli-
gible for benefits, the district director
shall schedule the miner for further ex-
amination and testing. Where the defi-
ciencies in the report are the result of
a lack of effort on the part of the
miner, the miner will be afforded one
additional opportunity to produce a
satisfactory result. In order to deter-
mine whether any medical examina-
tion or test was administered and re-
ported in substantial compliance with
the provisions of part 718 of this sub-
chapter, the district director may have
any component of such examination or
test reviewed by a physician selected
by the district director.

(d) After the physician completes the
report authorized by paragraph (a), the
district director will inform the miner
that he may elect to have the results of
the objective testing sent to his treat-
ing physician for use in preparing a
medical opinion. The district director
will also inform the claimant that any
medical opinion submitted by his
treating physician will count as one of
the two medical opinions that the
miner may submit under §725.414 of
this part.

(e) The cost of any medical examina-
tion or test authorized under this sec-
tion, including the cost of travel to and
from the examination, shall be paid by
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