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facilities beyond the quantity nec-
essary to provide all project customers 
requesting water with the per-acre 
water duty established for that project. 

Taxpayer identifying number means ei-
ther your Social Security Number or 
your Employer Identification Number. 

Temporarily non-assessable acres (TNA) 
means lands that the Secretary of the 
Interior has determined to be tempo-
rarily non-irrigable pursuant to the 
standards set out in 25 U.S.C. 389a. 

Total assessable acres means the total 
acres of land served by one of our irri-
gation facilities to which we assess op-
eration and maintenance charges. The 
Total assessable acres within the service 
area of an irrigation facility do not in-
clude those acres of land that are des-
ignated PNA or TNA, nor those acres of 
land granted an Annual Assessment 
Waiver. 

Trust or restricted land or land in trust 
or restricted status (see definitions in 
25 CFR 151.2). 

Urgency means a situation that we 
have determined may adversely impact 
our irrigation facilities, operation, or 
other irrigation activities; affect pub-
lic safety; or damage property or equip-
ment. 

Wastewater means surface runoff and 
subsurface drainage from your farm 
unit from water delivered by us that 
exceeds irrigation requirements. 

Water (see Irrigation water). 
Water delivery is an activity that is 

part of the irrigation service we pro-
vide to our customers when water is 
available. 

Water duty means the amount of 
water, in acre-feet per acre, necessary 
for full-service irrigation. This value is 
established by decree, compact, or 
other legal document, or by specialized 
engineering studies. 

Water user (see Customer). 
We, us, and our means the United 

States Government, the Secretary of 
the Interior, BIA, and all who are au-
thorized to represent us in matters 
covered under this part. 

§ 171.105 Does this part apply to me? 
This part applies to you if you own or 

lease land within an irrigation project 
where we assess fees and collect monies 
to administer, operate, maintain, and 
rehabilitate project facilities. 

§ 171.110 How does BIA administer its 
irrigation facilities? 

(a) We administer our irrigation fa-
cilities by enforcing the applicable 
statutes, regulations, Executive Or-
ders, directives, Indian Affairs Manual, 
the Irrigation Handbook, and other 
written policies, procedures, directives, 
and practices to ensure the safe, reli-
able, and efficient administration, op-
eration, maintenance, and rehabilita-
tion of our facilities. Such enforcement 
can include refusal or termination of 
irrigation services to you. Copies of the 
above listed items may be obtained 
from the irrigation project serving you. 

(b) We will cooperate and consult 
with you, as appropriate, on irrigation 
activities and policies of the particular 
irrigation facility serving you. 

§ 171.115 Can I and other irrigators es-
tablish representative organiza-
tions? 

Yes. You and other irrigators may es-
tablish a representative organization 
under applicable law to represent your 
interests for the particular irrigation 
facilities serving you. 

§ 171.120 What are the authorities and 
responsibilities of a representative 
organization? 

(a) A legally established organization 
representing you may make rules, poli-
cies, and procedures it may find nec-
essary to administer the activities it is 
authorized to perform. 

(b) An organization must not make 
rules, policies, or procedures that con-
flict with our regulations or any of our 
other written policies, procedures, di-
rectives, and manuals. 

(c) If this organization collects oper-
ation and maintenance assessments 
and construction assessments on your 
behalf to be paid to us, it must pay us 
all your past and current operation and 
maintenance and construction assess-
ment charges before we will provide ir-
rigation service to you. 

§ 171.125 Can I appeal BIA decisions? 
(a) You may appeal our decisions in 

accordance with procedures set out in 
25 CFR part 2, unless otherwise prohib-
ited by law. 

(b) If you appeal an irrigation bill, 
you must pay the bill in accordance 
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