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Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior § 46.2 

SOURCE: 62 FR 44081, Aug. 19, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 46.1 Purpose and scope. 

The purpose of the Adult Education 
Program is to: 

(a) Improve educational opportuni-
ties for Indian adults who lack the 
level of literacy skills necessary for ef-
fective citizenship and productive em-
ployment; 

(b) Expand and improve existing pro-
grams for delivering adult education 
services, including delivery of these 
services to educationally disadvan-
taged Indian adults; and 

(c) Encourage the establishment of 
adult education programs that will: 

(1) Enable Indian adults to acquire 
adult basic educational skills nec-
essary for literate functioning; 

(2) Provide Indian adults with suffi-
cient basic education to enable them to 
benefit from job training and retrain-
ing programs and to obtain and retain 
productive employment so that they 
might more fully enjoy the benefits 
and responsibilities of citizenship; and 

(3) Enable Indian adults, who so de-
sire, to continue their education to at 
least the level of completion of adult 
secondary education. 

§ 46.2 Definitions. 

As used in this part: 
Adult means an individual who has 

attained the age of sixteen or is beyond 
the age of compulsory school attend-
ance under State or tribal law and not 
currently enrolled in a formal sec-
ondary or post-secondary educational 
program. 

Adult Basic Education (ABE) means 
instruction designed for an adult who: 

(1) Has minimal competence in read-
ing, writing, and computation; 

(2) Cannot speak, read, or write the 
English language sufficiently to allow 
employment commensurate with the 
adult’s real ability; 

(3) Is not sufficiently competent to 
meet the educational requirements of 
an adult consumer; or 

(4) In grade level measurements that 
would be designated as grades 0 
through 8. 

Adult Education means services or in-
struction below the college level for 
adults who: 

(1) Lack sufficient mastery of basic 
educational skills to enable them to 
function effectively in society, or 

(2) Do not have a certificate of grad-
uation from a school providing sec-
ondary education and have not 
achieved a GED. 

Adult Education Office means the BIA 
or tribal office administering funds ap-
propriated to the BIA, under the TPA, 
for Adult Education programs. 

Adult Secondary Education means in-
struction designed for an adult who: 

(1) Is literate and can function in ev-
eryday life, but is not proficient as a 
competitive consumer or employee; or 

(2) Does not have a certificate of 
graduation (or its equivalent) from a 
school providing secondary education 
and in grade level measurements that 
would be designated as grades 9 
through 12. 

Assistant Secretary means the Assist-
ant Secretary—Indian Affairs, Depart-
ment of the Interior, or his/her des-
ignee. 

Bureau means the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. 

Department of Education (ED) means 
the U.S. Department of Education. 

Director means the Director, Office of 
Indian Education Programs, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. 

Indian means a person who is a mem-
ber of, or is at least a one-fourth degree 
Indian blood descendent of a member 
of, an Indian tribe, and is eligible for 
the special programs and services pro-
vided by the United States through the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs to Indians be-
cause of their status as Indians; 

Indian tribe means any Indian tribe, 
band, nation, rancheria, pueblo, colony 
or community, including any Alaska 
native village or regional or village 
corporation as defined in, or estab-
lished pursuant to, the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act (85 Stat. 668) 
that is Federally recognized by the 
United States Government through the 
Secretary of the Interior for the special 
programs and services provided by the 
Secretary to Indians because of their 
status as Indians. 

Tribal Priority Allocation (TPA) means 
the BIA’s budget formulation process 
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