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(5) Multiple attribution—(i) Applicable 
retained interests. If this section at-
tributes an applicable retained interest 
to more than one individual in a class 
consisting of the transferor and one or 
more applicable family members, the 
interest is attributed within that class 
in the following order— 

(A) If the interest is held in a grantor 
trust, to the individual treated as the 
holder thereof; 

(B) To the transferor; 
(C) To the transferor’s spouse; or 
(D) To each applicable family mem-

ber on a pro rata basis. 
(ii) Subordinate equity interests. If this 

section attributes a subordinate equity 
interest to more than one individual in 
a class consisting of the transferor, ap-
plicable family members, and members 
of the transferor’s family, the interest 
is attributed within that class in the 
following order— 

(A) To the transferee; 
(B) To each member of the trans-

feror’s family on a pro rata basis; 
(C) If the interest is held in a grantor 

trust, to the individual treated as the 
holder thereof; 

(D) To the transferor; 
(E) To the transferor’s spouse; or 
(F) To each applicable family mem-

ber on a pro rata basis. 
(b) Examples. The following examples 

illustrate the provisions of this sec-
tion: 

Example 1. A, an individual, holds 25 per-
cent by value of each class of stock of Y Cor-
poration. Persons unrelated to A hold the re-
maining stock. Y holds 50 percent of the 
stock of Corporation X. Under paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section, Y’s interests in X are 
attributed proportionately to the share-
holders of Y. Accordingly, A is considered to 
hold a 12.5 percent (25 percent × 50 percent) 
interest in X. 

Example 2. Z Bank’s authorized capital con-
sists of 100 shares of common stock and 100 
shares of preferred stock. A holds 60 shares 
of each (common and preferred) and A’s 
child, B, holds 40 shares of common stock. Z 
holds the balance of its own preferred stock, 
30 shares as part of a common trust fund it 
maintains and 10 shares permanently set 
aside to satisfy a deferred obligation. For 
purposes of section 2701, A holds 60 shares of 
common stock and 66 shares of preferred 
stock in Z, 60 shares of each class directly 
and 6 shares of preferred stock indirectly (60 
percent of the 10 shares set aside to fund the 
deferred obligation). 

Example 3. An irrevocable trust holds a 10- 
percent general partnership interest in Part-
nership Q. One-half of the trust income is re-
quired to be distributed to O Charity. The 
other one-half of the income is to be distrib-
uted to D during D’s life and thereafter to E 
for such time as E survives D. D holds one- 
half of the trust’s interest in Q by reason of 
D’s present right to receive one-half of the 
trust’s income, and E holds one-half of the 
trust’s interest in Q by reason of E’s future 
right to receive one-half of the trust’s in-
come. Nevertheless, no family member is 
treated as holding more than one-half of the 
trust’s interest in Q because at no time will 
either D or E actually hold, in the aggregate, 
any right with respect to income or corpus 
greater than one-half. 

Example 4. An irrevocable trust holds a 10- 
percent general partnership interest in part-
nership M. One-half of the trust income is to 
be paid to D for D’s life. The remaining in-
come may, in the trustee’s discretion, be ac-
cumulated or paid to or for the benefit of a 
class that includes D’s child F, in such 
amounts as the trustee determines. On the 
death of the survivor of D and F, the trust 
corpus is required to be distributed to O 
Charity. The trust’s interest in M is held by 
the trust’s beneficiaries to the extent that 
present and future income or corpus may be 
distributed to them. Accordingly, D holds 
one-half of the trust’s interest in M because 
D is entitled to receive one-half of the trust 
income currently. F holds the entire value of 
the interest because F is a member of the 
class eligible to receive the entire trust in-
come for such time as F survives D. See 
paragraph (a)(5) of this section for rules ap-
plicable in the case of multiple attribution. 

Example 5. The facts are the same as in Ex-
ample 4, except that all the income is re-
quired to be paid to O Charity for the trust’s 
initial year. The result is the same as in Ex-
ample 4. 

[T.D. 8395, 57 FR 4263, Feb. 4, 1992] 

§ 25.2701–7 Separate interests. 

The Secretary may, by regulation, 
revenue ruling, notice, or other docu-
ment of general application, prescribe 
rules under which an applicable re-
tained interest is treated as two or 
more separate interests for purposes of 
section 2701. In addition, the Commis-
sioner may, by ruling issued to a tax-
payer upon request, treat any applica-
ble retained interest as two or more 
separate interests as may be necessary 
and appropriate to carry out the pur-
poses of section 2701. 

[T.D. 8395, 57 FR 4264, Feb. 4, 1992] 
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