§612.2157

(2) Any matter required to be dis-
closed by §620.5(k) of this chapter; and

(3) Any additional information the
institution may require to make the
disclosures required by part 620 of this
chapter.

(b) Each employee shall, at such in-
tervals as the Board shall determine
necessary to effectively enforce this
regulation and the institution’s stand-
ards-of-conduct policy adopted pursu-
ant to §612.2165, file a written and
signed statement with the Standards of
Conduct Official that contains those
disclosures required by the regulation
and such policy. At a minimum, these
requirements shall include:

(1) The name of any relative or any
person residing in the employee’s
household, any business partner, or any
entity controlled by the employee or
such persons (alone or in concert) if the
employee knows or has reason to know
that such individual or entity trans-
acts business with the employing insti-
tution or any institution supervised by
the employing institution; and

(2) The name and the nature of the
business of any entity in which the em-
ployee has a material financial interest
or on whose board the employee sits if
the employee knows or has reason to
know that such entity transacts busi-
ness with:

(i) The employing institution or any
institution supervised by the employ-
ing institution; or

(if) A borrower of the employing in-
stitution or any institution supervised
by the employing institution.

(¢) Any employee who becomes or
plans to become involved in any rela-
tionship, transaction, or activity that
is required to be reported under this
section or could constitute a conflict of
interest shall promptly report such in-
volvement in writing to the Standards
of Conduct Official for a determination
of whether the relationship, trans-
action, or activity is, in fact, a conflict
of interest.

(d) A newly hired employee shall re-
port matters required to be reported in
paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of this sec-
tion to the Standards of Conduct Offi-
cial 5 business days after starting em-
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ployment and thereafter shall comply
with the requirements of this section.

[59 FR 24894, May 13, 1994, as amended at 71
FR 5763, Feb. 2, 2006; 71 FR 65386, Nov. 8, 2006]

§612.2157 Joint employees.

No officer of a Farm Credit Bank or
an agricultural credit bank may serve
as an employee of an association in its
district and no employee of a Farm
Credit Bank or an agricultural credit
bank may serve as an officer of an as-
sociation in its district. Farm Credit
Bank or agricultural credit bank em-
ployees other than officers may serve
as employees other than officers of an
association in its district provided each
institution appropriately reflects the
expense of such employees in its finan-
cial statements.

§612.2160 Institution responsibilities.

Each institution shall: (a) Ensure
compliance with this part by its direc-
tors and employees and act promptly
to preserve the integrity of and public
confidence in the institution in any
matter involving a conflict of interest,
whether or not specifically addressed
by this part or the policies and proce-
dures adopted pursuant to §612.2165;

(b) Take appropriate measures to en-
sure that all directors and employees
are informed of the requirements of
this regulation and policies and proce-
dures adopted pursuant to §612.2165;

(c) Adopt and implement policies and
procedures that will preserve the integ-
rity of and public confidence in the in-
stitution and the System pursuant to
§612.2165;

(d) Designate a Standards of Conduct
Official pursuant to §612.2170; and

(e) Maintain all standards-of-conduct
policies and procedures, reports, inves-
tigations, determinations, and evi-
dence of compliance with this part for
a minimum of 6 years.

§612.2165 Policies and procedures.

(a) Each institution’s board of direc-
tors shall issue, consistent with this
part, policies and procedures governing
standards of conduct for directors and
employees.

(b) Board policies and procedures
issued pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
section shall reflect due consideration
of the potential adverse impact of any
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activities permitted under the policies
and shall at a minimum:

(1) Establish such requirements and
prohibitions as are necessary to pro-
mote public confidence in the institu-
tion and the System, preserve the in-
tegrity and independence of the super-
visory process, and prevent the im-
proper use of official property, posi-

tion, or information. In developing
such requirements and prohibitions,
the institution shall address such

issues as the hiring of relatives, polit-
ical activity, devotion of time to duty,
the exchange of gifts and favors among
directors and employees of the employ-
ing, supervising, and supervised insti-
tution, and the circumstances under
which gifts may be accepted by direc-
tors and employees from outside
sources, in light of the foregoing objec-
tives;

(2) Outline authorities and respon-
sibilities of the Standards of Conduct
Official,;

(3) Establish criteria for business re-
lationships and transactions not spe-
cifically prohibited by this part be-
tween employees or directors and bor-
rowers, loan applicants, directors, or
employees of the employing, super-
vised, or supervising institutions, or
persons transacting business with such
institutions, including OFIs or other
lenders having an access or participa-
tion relationship;

(4) Establish criteria under which
employees may accept outside employ-
ment or compensation;

(5) Establish conditions under which
employees may receive loans from Sys-
tem institutions;

(6) Establish conditions under which
employees may acquire an interest in
real or personal property that was
mortgaged to a System institution at
any time within the preceding 12
months;

(7) Establish conditions under which
employees may purchase any real or
personal property of a System institu-
tion acquired by such institution for
its operations. Farm Credit institu-
tions must use open competitive bid-
ding whenever they sell surplus prop-
erty above a stated value (as estab-
lished by the board) to their employ-
ees.
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(8) Provide for a reasonable period of
time for directors and employees to
terminate transactions, relationships,
or activities that are subject to prohi-
bitions that arise at the time of adop-
tion or amendment of the policies.

(9) Require new directors and new
employees involved at the time of elec-
tion or hiring in transactions, relation-
ships, and activities prohibited by
these regulations or internal policies
to terminate such transactions within
the same time period established for
existing directors or employees pursu-
ant to paragraph (b)(8) of this section,
beginning with the commencement of
official duties, or such shorter time pe-
riod as the institution may establish.

(10) Establish procedures providing
for a director’s or employee’s recusal
from official action on any matter in
which he or she is prohibited from par-
ticipating under these regulations or
the institution’s policies.

(11) Establish documentation require-
ments demonstrating compliance with

standards-of-conduct decisions and
board policy;
(12) Establish reporting require-

ments, consistent with this part, to en-
able the institution to comply with
§620.5 of this chapter, monitor conflicts
of interest, and monitor recusal com-
pliance;

(13) Establish appeal procedures
available to any employee to whom
any required approval has been denied;

(14) Prohibit directors and employees
from purchasing or retiring any stock
in advance of the release of material
non-public information concerning the
institution to other stockholders; and

(15) Establish when directors and em-
ployees may purchase and retire their
preferred stock in the institution.

[59 FR 24894, May 13, 1994, as amended at 64
FR 43048, Aug. 9, 1999; 70 FR 53907, Sept. 13,
2005]

§612.2170 Standards of Conduct Offi-
cial.

(a) Each institution’s board shall des-
ignate a Standards of Conduct Official
who shall:

(1) Advise directors, director can-
didates, and employees concerning the
provisions of this part;

(2) Receive reports required by this
part;



