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of the nature of his or her liability as 
cosigner. 

(b) Disclosure requirement. (1) To com-
ply with the cosigner information re-
quirement of paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section, a clear and conspicuous disclo-
sure statement shall be given in writ-
ing to the cosigner prior to becoming 
obligated. The disclosure statement 
will contain only the following state-
ment, or one which is substantially 
equivalent, and shall either be a sepa-
rate document or included in the docu-
ments evidencing the consumer credit 
obligation. 

NOTICE TO COSIGNER 

You are being asked to guarantee this 
debt. Think carefully before you do. If the 
borrower doesn’t pay the debt, you will have 
to. Be sure you can afford to pay if you have 
to, and that you want to accept this respon-
sibility. 

You may have to pay up to the full amount 
of the debt if the borrower does not pay. You 
may also have to pay late fees or collection 
costs, which increase this amount. 

The creditor can collect this debt from you 
without first trying to collect from the bor-
rower. The creditor can use the same collec-
tion methods against you that can be used 
against the borrower, such as suing you, gar-
nishing your wages, etc. If this debt is ever 
in default, that fact may become a part of 
your credit record. 

This notice is not the contract that makes 
you liable for the debt. 

(2) If the notice to cosigner is a sepa-
rate document, nothing other than the 
following items may appear with the 
notice. Items (i) through (v) may not 
be part of the narrative portion of the 
notice to cosigner. 

(i) The name and address of the Fed-
eral credit union; 

(ii) An identification of the debt to 
be consigned (e.g., a loan identification 
number); 

(iii) The amount of the loan; 
(iv) The date of the loan; 
(v) A signature line for a cosigner to 

acknowledge receipt of the notice; and 
(vi) To the extent permitted by state 

law, a cosigner notice required by state 
law may be included in the paragraph 
(b)(1) notice. 

(3) To the extent the notice to co-
signer specified in paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section refers to an action against 
a cosigner that is not permitted by 

state law, the notice to cosigner may 
be modified. 

§ 706.4 Late charges. 
(a) In connection with collecting a 

debt arising out of an extension of 
credit to a consumer, it is an unfair act 
or practice for a Federal credit union, 
directly or indirectly, to levy or collect 
any delinquency charge on a payment, 
which payment is otherwise a full pay-
ment for the applicable period and is 
paid on its due date or within an appli-
cable grace period, when the only de-
linquency is attributable to late fee(s) 
or delinquency charge(s) assessed on 
earlier installment(s). 

(b) For purposes of this section, 
‘‘collecting a debt’’ means any activity 
other than the use of judicial process 
that is intended to bring about or does 
bring about repayment of all or part of 
a consumer debt. 

§ 706.5 State exemptions. 
(a) If, upon application to the NCUA 

by an appropriate state agency, the 
NCUA determines that: 

(1) There is a state requirement or 
prohibition in effect that applies to 
any transaction to which a provision of 
this rule applies; and 

(2) The state requirement or prohibi-
tion affords a level of protection to 
consumers that is substantially equiva-
lent to, or greater than, the protection 
afforded by this rule; then that provi-
sion of this rule will not be in effect in 
the state to the extent specified by the 
NCUA in its determination, for as long 
as the state administers and enforces 
the state requirement or prohibition 
effectively. 

(b) States that received an exemption 
from the Federal Trade Commission’s 
Credit Practices Rule prior to Sep-
tember 17, 1987, are not required to re-
apply to NCUA for an exemption under 
paragraph (a) of this section provided 
that the state forwards a copy of its ex-
emption determination to the appro-
priate Regional Office. NCUA will 
honor the exemption for as long as the 
state administers and enforces the 
state requirement or prohibition effec-
tively. Any state seeking a greater ex-
emption than that granted to it by the 
Federal Trade Commission must apply 
to NCUA for the exemption. 
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