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§29.563 Structural
sions.

If certification with ditching provi-
sions is requested, structural strength
for ditching must meet the require-
ments of this section and §29.801(e).

(a) Forward speed landing conditions.
The rotorcraft must initially contact
the most critical wave for reasonably
probable water conditions at forward
velocities from zero up to 30 knots in
likely pitch, roll, and yaw attitudes.
The rotorcraft limit vertical descent
velocity may not be less than 5 feet per
second relative to the mean water sur-
face. Rotor lift may be used to act
through the center of gravity through-
out the landing impact. This lift may
not exceed two-thirds of the design
maximum weight. A maximum forward
velocity of less than 30 knots may be
used in design if it can be dem-
onstrated that the forward velocity se-
lected would not be exceeded in a nor-
mal one-engine-out touchdown.

(b) Auxiliary or emergency float condi-
tions—(1) Floats fixed or deployed before
initial water contact. In addition to the
landing loads in paragraph (a) of this
section, each auxiliary or emergency
float, or its support and attaching
structure in the airframe or fuselage,
must be designed for the load devel-
oped by a fully immersed float unless it
can be shown that full immersion is
unlikely. If full immersion is unlikely,
the highest likely float buoyancy load
must be applied. The highest likely
buoyancy load must include consider-
ation of a partially immersed float cre-
ating restoring moments to com-
pensate the upsetting moments caused
by side wind, unsymmetrical rotorcraft
loading, water wave action, rotorcraft
inertia, and probable structural dam-
age and leakage considered under
§29.801(d). Maximum roll and pitch an-
gles determined from compliance with
§29.801(d) may be used, if significant, to
determine the extent of immersion of
each float. If the floats are deployed in
flight, appropriate air loads derived
from the flight limitations with the
floats deployed shall be used in sub-
stantiation of the floats and their at-
tachment to the rotorcraft. For this
purpose, the design airspeed for limit
load is the float deployed airspeed op-
erating limit multiplied by 1.11.
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(2) Floats deployed after initial water
contact. Each float must be designed for
full or partial immersion prescribed in
paragraph (b)(1) of this section. In addi-
tion, each float must be designed for
combined vertical and drag loads using
a relative limit speed of 20 knots be-
tween the rotorcraft and the water.
The vertical load may not be less than
the highest likely buoyancy load deter-
mined under paragraph (b)(1) of this
section.

[Amdt. 27-26, 55 FR 8003, Mar. 6, 1990]
FATIGUE EVALUATION

§29.571 Fatigue evaluation of struc-
ture.

(a) General. An evaluation of the
strength of principal elements, detail
design points, and fabrication tech-
niques must show that catastrophic
failure due to fatigue, considering the
effects of environment, intrinsic/dis-
crete flaws, or accidental damage will
be avoided. Parts to be evaluated in-
clude, but are not limited to, rotors,
rotor drive systems between the en-
gines and rotor hubs, controls, fuse-
lage, fixed and movable control sur-
faces, engine and transmission mount-
ings, landing gear, and their related
primary attachments. In addition, the
following apply:

(1) Each evaluation required by this
section must include—

(i) The identification of principal
structural elements, the failure of
which could result in catastrophic fail-
ure of the rotorcraft;

(ii) In-flight measurement in deter-
mining the loads or stresses for items
in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section in
all critical conditions throughout the
range of limitations in §29.309 (includ-
ing altitude effects), except that ma-
neuvering load factors need not exceed
the maximum values expected in oper-
ations; and

(iii) Loading spectra as severe as
those expected in operation based on
loads or stresses determined under
paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section, in-
cluding external load operations, if ap-
plicable, and other high frequency
power cycle operations.

(2) Based on the evaluations required
by this section, inspections, replace-
ment times, combinations thereof, or
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