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Subpart A—General Information
§437.1 Scope and organization of this
part.

(a) This part prescribes requirements
for obtaining an experimental permit.
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It also prescribes post-permitting re-
quirements with which a permittee
must comply to maintain its permit.
Part 413 of this subchapter contains
procedures for applying for an experi-
mental permit.

(b) Subpart A contains general infor-
mation about an experimental permit.
Subpart B contains requirements to ob-
tain an experimental permit. Subpart C
contains the safety requirements with
which a permittee must comply while
conducting permitted activities. Sub-
part D contains terms and conditions
of an experimental permit.

§437.3 Definitions.

Anomaly means a problem that oc-
curs during verification or operation of
a system, subsystem, process, facility,
or support equipment.

Envelope exrpansion means any portion
of a flight where planned operations
will subject a reusable suborbital rock-
et to the effects of altitude, velocity,
acceleration, or burn duration that ex-
ceed a level or duration successfully
verified during an earlier flight.

Ezxclusion area means an area, within
an operating area, that a reusable sub-
orbital rocket’s instantaneous impact
point may not traverse.

Key flight-safety event means a per-
mitted flight activity that has an in-
creased likelihood of causing a launch
accident compared with other portions
of flight.

Operating area means a three-dimen-
sional region where permitted flights
may take place.

Permitted wvehicle means a reusable
suborbital rocket operated by a launch
or reentry operator under an experi-
mental permit.

Reentry impact point means the loca-
tion of a reusable suborbital rocket’s
instantaneous impact point during its
unpowered exoatmospheric suborbital
flight.

§437.5 Eligibility for an experimental
permit.

The FAA will issue an experimental
permit to a person to launch or reenter
a reusable suborbital rocket only for—

(a) Research and development to test
new design concepts, new equipment,
or new operating techniques;
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