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Federal Aviation Administration, DOT § 45.13 

Subpart A—General 

§ 45.1 Applicability. 
This part prescribes the requirements 

for— 
(a) Identification of aircraft, and 

identification of aircraft engines and 
propellers that are manufactured under 
the terms of a type or production cer-
tificate: 

(b) Identification of certain replace-
ment and modified parts produced for 
installation on type certificated prod-
ucts; and 

(c) Nationality and registration 
marking of U.S. registered aircraft. 

[Doc. No. 2047, 29 FR 3223, Mar. 11, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 45–3, 32 FR 188, Jan. 10, 
1967] 

Subpart B—Identification of 
Aircraft and Related Products 

§ 45.11 General. 
(a) Aircraft and aircraft engines. Air-

craft covered under § 21.182 of this chap-
ter must be identified, and each person 
who manufacturers an aircraft engine 
under a type or production certificate 
shall identify that engine, by means of 
a fireproof plate that has the informa-
tion specified in § 45.13 of this part 
marked on it by etching, stamping, en-
graving, or other approved method of 
fireproof marking. The identification 
plate for aircraft must be secured in 
such a manner that it will not likely be 
defaced or removed during normal 
service, or lost or destroyed in an acci-
dent. Except as provided in paragraphs 
(c), (d), and (e) of this section, the air-
craft identification plate must be se-
cured to the aircraft fuselage exterior 
so that it is legible to a person on the 
ground, and must be either adjacent to 
and aft of the rear-most entrance door 
or on the fuselage surface near the tail 
surfaces. For aircraft engines, the iden-
tification plate must be affixed to the 
engine at an accessible location in such 
a manner that it will not likely be de-
faced or removed during normal serv-
ice, or lost or destroyed in an accident. 

(b) Propellers and propeller blades and 
hubs. Each person who manufactures a 
propeller, propeller blade, or propeller 
hub under the terms of a type or pro-
duction certificate shall identify his 

product by means of a plate, stamping, 
engraving, etching, or other approved 
method of fireproof identification that 
is placed on it on a noncritical surface, 
contains the information specified in 
§ 45.13, and will not be likely to be de-
faced or removed during normal service 
or lost or destroyed in an accident. 

(c) For manned free balloons, the 
identification plate prescribed in para-
graph (a) of this section must be se-
cured to the balloon envelope and must 
be located, if practicable, where it is 
legible to the operator when the bal-
loon is inflated. In addition, the basket 
and heater assembly must be perma-
nently and legibly marked with the 
manufacturer’s name, part number (or 
equivalent) and serial number (or 
equivalent). 

(d) On aircraft manufactured before 
March 7, 1988, the identification plate 
required by paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion may be secured at an accessible 
exterior or interior location near an 
entrance, if the model designation and 
builder’s serial number are also dis-
played on the aircraft fuselage exte-
rior. The model designation and build-
er’s serial number must be legible to a 
person on the ground and must be lo-
cated either adjacent to and aft of the 
rear-most entrance door or on the fuse-
lage near the tail surfaces. The model 
designation and builder’s serial number 
must be displayed in such a manner 
that they are not likely to be defaced 
or removed during normal service. 

(e) For powered parachutes and 
weight-shift-control aircraft, the iden-
tification plate prescribed in paragraph 
(a) of this section must be secured to 
the aircraft fuselage exterior so that it 
is legible to a person on the ground. 

[Amdt. 45–3, 32 FR 188, Jan. 10, 1967 as 
amended by Amdt. 45–7, 33 FR 14402, Sept. 25, 
1968; Amdt. 45–12, 45 FR 60183, Sept. 11, 1980; 
45 FR 85597, Dec. 29, 1980; Amdt. 45–17, 52 FR 
34101, Sept. 9, 1987; 52 FR 36566, Sept. 30, 1987; 
Amdt. 45–24, 69 FR 44863, July 27, 2004] 

§ 45.13 Identification data. 
(a) The identification required by 

§ 45.11 (a) and (b) shall include the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) Builder’s name. 
(2) Model designation. 
(3) Builder’s serial number. 
(4) Type certificate number, if any. 
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(5) Production certificate number, if 
any. 

(6) For aircraft engines, the estab-
lished rating. 

(7) On or after January 1, 1984, for 
aircraft engines specified in part 34 of 
this chapter, the date of manufacture 
as defined in § 34.1 of that part, and a 
designation, approved by the Adminis-
trator of the FAA, that indicates com-
pliance with the applicable exhaust 
emission provisions of part 34 and 40 
CFR part 87. Approved designations in-
clude COMPLY, EXEMPT, and NON-US 
as appropriate. 

(i) The designation COMPLY indi-
cates that the engine is in compliance 
with all of the applicable exhaust emis-
sions provisions of part 34. For any en-
gine with a rated thrust in excess of 
26.7 kilonewtons (6000 pounds) which is 
not used or intended for use in com-
mercial operations and which is in 
compliance with the applicable provi-
sions of part 34, but does not comply 
with the hydrocarbon emissions stand-
ard of § 34.21(d), the statement ‘‘May 
not be used as a commercial aircraft 
engine’’ must be noted in the perma-
nent powerplant record that accom-
panies the engine at the time of manu-
facture of the engine. 

(ii) The designation EXEMPT indi-
cates that the engine has been granted 
an exemption pursuant to the applica-
ble provision of § 34.7 (a)(1), (a)(4), (b), 
(c), or (d), and an indication of the type 
of exemption and the reason for the 
grant must be noted in the permanent 
powerplant record that accompanies 
the engine from the time of manufac-
ture of the engine. 

(iii) The designation NON-US indi-
cates that the engine has been granted 
an exemption pursuant to § 34.7(a)(1), 
and the notation ‘‘This aircraft may 
not be operated within the United 
States’’, or an equivalent notation ap-
proved by the Administrator of the 
FAA, must be inserted in the aircraft 
logbook, or alternate equivalent docu-
ment, at the time of installation of the 
engine. 

(8) Any other information the Admin-
istrator finds appropriate. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d)(1) of this section, no person may re-
move, change, or place identification 
information required by paragraph (a) 

of this section, on any aircraft, aircraft 
engine, propeller, propeller blade, or 
propeller hub, without the approval of 
the Administrator. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d)(2) of this section, no person may re-
move or install any identification plate 
required by § 45.11 of this part, without 
the approval of the Administrator. 

(d) Persons performing work under 
the provisions of Part 43 of this chapter 
may, in accordance with methods, 
techniques, and practices acceptable to 
the Administrator— 

(1) Remove, change, or place the 
identification information required by 
paragraph (a) of this section on any 
aircraft, aircraft engine, propeller, pro-
peller blade, or propeller hub; or 

(2) Remove an identification plate re-
quired by § 45.11 when necessary during 
maintenance operations. 

(e) No person may install an identi-
fication plate removed in accordance 
with paragraph (d)(2) of this section on 
any aircraft, aircraft engine, propeller, 
propeller blade, or propeller hub other 
than the one from which it was re-
moved. 

[Amdt. 45–3, 32 FR 188, Jan. 10, 1967, as 
amended by Amdt. 45–10, 44 FR 45379, Aug. 2, 
1979; Amdt. 45–12, 45 FR 60183, Sept. 11, 1980; 
Amdt. 45–20, 55 FR 32861, Aug. 10, 1990; 55 FR 
37287, Sept. 10, 1990] 

§ 45.14 Identification of critical compo-
nents. 

Each person who produces a part for 
which a replacement time, inspection 
interval, or related procedure is speci-
fied in the Airworthiness Limitations 
section of a manufacturer’s mainte-
nance manual or Instructions for Con-
tinued Airworthiness shall perma-
nently and legibly mark that compo-
nent with a part number (or equiva-
lent) and a serial number (or equiva-
lent). 

[Amdt. 45–16, 51 FR 40703, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 45.15 Replacement and modification 
parts. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, each person who 
produces a replacement or modifica-
tion part under a Parts Manufacturer 
Approval issued under § 21.303 of this 
chapter shall permanently and legibly 
mark the part with— 
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