Proclamations Proc. 8163

honor parents, and I encourage American sons and daughters to convey
their love, respect, and appreciation to their parents.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
July, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8162 of July 12, 2007
Death of Lady Bird Johnson

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of Lady Bird Johnson, I hereby order,
by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, that on the day of her interment, the flag of the United
States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and upon all public
buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all
naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Territories and possessions until sun-
set on such day. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for
the same period at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval ves-
sels and stations.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
July, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8163 of July 24, 2007
Anniversary of the Americans With Disabilities Act, 2007

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On the anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), we cele-
brate our progress towards an America where individuals with disabilities
are recognized for their talents and contributions to our society. We also
underscore our commitment to extend the full liberties and freedoms of our
great country to all Americans.

Seventeen years ago, President George H. W. Bush signed the ADA into
law. This legislation became one of the most successful and compassionate
reforms in our Nation’s history, helping to ensure that individuals with dis-
abilities are better able to develop meaningful skills, engage in productive
work, and participate fully in the life of our Nation.
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Proc. 8164 Title 3—The President

My Administration continues our work to build on this landmark legisla-
tion. In 2001, I announced the New Freedom Initiative to promote the full
participation of people with disabilities in all areas of society by improving
educational and employment opportunities, increasing access to assistive
technologies, expanding transportation options, and promoting home-
ownership and integration into daily community life. The New Freedom
Initiative and the ADA provide children with disabilities the tools they
need to succeed in schools and communities. Working men and women
living with disabilities contribute to our strong economy, and the “Ticket
to Work” program and services at One-Stop Career Centers help expand
employment opportunities. The DisabilityInfo.gov website connects indi-
viduals with disabilities and their families to vital information that helps
more Americans share in the promises of our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2007, as a day in
celebration of the 17th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
I call on all Americans to celebrate the vital contributions of individuals
with disabilities as we work towards fulfilling the promise of the ADA to
give all our citizens the opportunity to live with dignity, work produc-
tively, and achieve their dreams.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sec-
ond.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8164 of August 6, 2007
Women’s Equality Day, 2007

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On Women’s Equality Day, we commemorate the adoption of the 19th
Amendment to our Constitution and the strong leadership of extraordinary
women who have made America a more perfect Union by advancing wom-
en’s suffrage.

At the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848, a group of visionaries gathered to
proclaim the ideas that ““all men and women are created equal” and ‘“‘en-
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights.” That gathering
grew into a national movement that led to the ratification of the 19th
Amendment, guaranteeing women the right to vote. This achievement re-
flects the vision and determination of the suffragists who stood for a freer
society and changed our Nation’s history.

Since the passage of the 19th Amendment, pioneers such as Margaret Chase
Smith and Sandra Day O’Connor rose above obstacles and broke down bar-
riers to equality. Today, American women are shaping our Nation and the
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