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North Carolina, Oklahoma, Puerto
Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, and
Texas.

(2) One producer member and alter-
nate from each of the top six blueberry
producing states, based upon the aver-
age of the total tons produced over the
previous three years. Average tonnage
will be based upon production and as-
sessment figures generated by the
Council.

(3) One importer and alternate.

(4) One exporter and alternate shall
be filled by foreign blueberry producers
currently shipping blueberries into the
United States from the largest foreign
blueberry production area, based on a
three-year average.

(5) One first handler member and al-
ternate shall be filled by a United
States based independent or coopera-
tive organization which is a producer/
shipper of domestic blueberries.

(6) One public member and alternate.

(b) Adjustment of membership. At least
once every five years, the Council will
review the geographical distribution of
United States production of blueberries
and the quantity of imports. The re-
view will be conducted through an
audit of state crop production figures
and Council assessment records. If war-
ranted, the Council will recommend to
the Secretary that the membership on
the Council be altered to reflect any
changes in the geographical distribu-
tion of domestic blueberry production
and the quantity of imports. If the
level of imports increases, importer
members and alternates may be added
to the Council.

[656 FR 43963, July 17, 2000, as amended at 66
FR 37119, July 17, 2001; 71 FR 44554, Aug. 7,
2006]

§1218.41 Nominations
ments.

(a) Voting for regional and state rep-
resentatives will be made by mail bal-
lot.

(b) When a state has a state blue-
berry commission or marketing order
in place, the state commission or com-
mittee will nominate members to serve
on the Council. At least two nominees
shall be submitted to the Secretary for
each member and each alternate.

(c) Nomination and election of re-
gional and state representatives where

and appoint-

§1218.42

no commission or order is in place will
be handled by the Council staff. The
Council staff will seek nominations for
members and alternates from the spe-
cific states and/or regions. Nomina-
tions will be returned to the Council
office and placed on a ballot which will
then be sent to producers in the state
and/or region for a vote. The final
nominee for member will have received
the highest number of votes cast. The
person with the second highest number
of votes cast will be the final nominee
for alternate. The persons with the
third and fourth highest number of
votes cast will be designated as addi-
tional nominees for consideration by
the Secretary.

(d) Nominations for the importer, ex-
porter, first handler, and public mem-
ber positions will be made by the Coun-
cil. Two nominees for each member and
each alternate position will be sub-
mitted to the Secretary for consider-
ation.

(e) From the nominations, the Sec-
retary shall select the members and al-
ternate members of the Council.

[71 FR 44555, Aug. 7, 2006]

§1218.42 Term of office.

Council members and alternates will
serve for a term of three years and be
able to serve a maximum of two con-
secutive terms. A Council member may
serve as an alternate during the years
the member is ineligible for a member
position. When the Council is first es-
tablished, the state representatives,
first handler member, and their re-
spected alternates will be assigned ini-
tial terms of three years. Regional rep-
resentatives, the importer member, the
exporter member, public member, and
their alternates will serve an initial
term of two years. Thereafter, each of
these positions will carry a full three-
year term. Council nominations and
appointments will take place in two
out of every three years. Each term of
office will end on December 31, with
new terms of office beginning on Janu-
ary 1.

[66 FR 43963, July 17, 2000, as amended at 66
FR 37119, July 17, 2001]
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