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condition of the soil relative to ease of
tillage, fitness as a seedbed, the imped-
ance to seedling emergence or root
penetration, salinity, and overall soil
productivity.

State Conservationist means the NRCS
employee authorized to direct and su-
pervise NRCS activities within a speci-
fied State, the Pacific Basin, or the
Caribbean Area.

State Technical Commiltee means a
committee established by the Sec-
retary in a State pursuant to 16 U.S.C.
3861.

Stewardship payment means the CSP
base payment component of the pay-
ment as described in §1469.23(a).

Structural practice means a land-based
conservation practice, including vege-
tative practices, that involves estab-
lishing, constructing, or installing a
site-specific measure to conserve, pro-
tect from degradation, or improve soil,
water, air, or related natural resources
in the most cost-effective manner. Ex-
amples include, but are not limited to,
terraces, grassed waterways, tailwater
pits, livestock water developments,
contour grass strips, filterstrips, crit-
ical area plantings, tree planting, wild-
life habitat, and capping of abandoned
wells.

Technical assistance means the activi-
ties as defined in 7 CFR part 1466.

Technical Service Provider means an
individual, private-sector entity, or
public agency certified or approved by
NRCS to provide technical services
through NRCS or directly to program
participants, as defined in 7 CFR part
652.

Tenant means one who rents land
from another in consideration of the
payment of a specified amount of cash
or amount of a commodity; or one
(other than a sharecropper) who rents
land in consideration of the payment of
a share of the crops or proceeds there
from.

Tier means one of the three levels of
participation in CSP.

Water quality means resource con-
cerns or opportunities, including con-
cerns such as excessive nutrients, pes-
ticides, sediment, contaminants,
pathogens and turbidity in surface wa-
ters, and excessive nutrients and pes-
ticides in ground waters, and any other

§1469.5

concerns identified by state water
quality agencies.

Watershed or regional resource con-
servation plan means a plan developed
for a watershed or other geographical
area defined by the stakeholders. The
plan addresses identified resource prob-
lems, contains alternative solutions
that meet the stakeholder objectives
for each resource, and addresses appli-
cable laws and regulations as defined in
the NRCS National Planning Proce-
dures Handbook.

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
means the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion program administered by NRCS
pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 3837-3837f.

§1469.4 Significant resource concerns.

(a) Soil quality and water quality are
nationally significant resource con-
cerns for all land uses.

(b) For each sign-up, the Chief may
determine additional nationally sig-
nificant resource concerns for all land
uses. Such significant resource con-
cerns will reflect pressing conservation
needs and emphasize off-site environ-
mental benefits. In addition, the Chief
may approve other priority resource
concerns for which enhancement pay-
ments will be offered for specific loca-
tions and land uses.

§1469.5 Eligibility requirements.

(a) In general—To be eligible to par-
ticipate in CSP:

(1) Applicants must meet the require-
ments for eligible applicants, including
any additional eligibility criteria and
contract requirements that may be in-
cluded in a CSP sign-up notice pursu-
ant to §1469.6(c);

(2) Land must meet the definition of
eligible land; and

(3) The application must meet the
conservation standards established
pursuant to this section.

(b) Applicants may submit only one ap-
plication for each sign-up. Producers
who are participants in an existing
conservation stewardship contract are
not eligible to submit another applica-
tion.

(c) Eligible applicants. To be eligible
to participate, an applicant must—

(1) Be in compliance with the highly
erodible land and wetland conservation
provisions found in 7 CFR Part 12;
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