§1775.3

Low Income. Median household in-
come (MHI) below 100 percent of the
statewide non-metropolitan median
household income (SNMHI).

Regional. A multi-State area or any
multi-jurisdictional area within a
State.

Rural area. Any area not in a city or
town with a population in excess of
10,000, according to the latest decennial
census of the United States.

RUS. The Rural Utilities Service, an
Agency of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Solid Waste Management. Refers to the
operations, maintenance and the recy-
cling of materials disposed of in land-
fills.

State. Any of the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the Territory of Guam,
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Republic of Palau,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Technical  Assistance. Supervision,
oversight, or training by an organiza-
tion for the practical solution of a
problem or need of an association as
defined in this section.

§1775.3 Availability of forms and regu-
lations.

Information about the forms, in-
structions, regulations, bulletins, OMB
Circulars, Treasury Circulars, stand-
ards, documents and publications cited
in this part is available from any
UDSA/Rural Development Office or the
Rural Utilities Service, United States
Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, DC 20250-1500.

§1775.4 Allocation of funds.

The National Office of the Rural Util-
ities Service will administer grant
funds and will allocate them on a com-
petitive basis.

§1775.5 Limitations.

Grant funds may not be used to:

(a) Duplicate current services or re-
place or substitute support normally
provided by other means, such as those
performed by an association’s consult-
ant in developing a project, including
feasibility, design, and cost estimates.
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(b) Fund political or lobbying activi-
ties.

(c) Purchase real estate or vehicles,
improve or renovate office space, or re-
pair and maintain privately owned
property.

(d) Pay the costs for construction,
improvement, rehabilitation, modifica-
tion, or operation and maintenance of
water, wastewater, and solid waste dis-
posal facilities.

(e) Construct or furnish a building.

(f) Intervene in the Federal regu-
latory or adjudicatory proceedings.

(g) Sue the Federal Government or
any other government entities.

(h) Pay for any other costs that are
not allowable under OMB Circular A-
87, OMB Circular A-110, OMB Circular
A-102 or OMB Circular A-122.

(i) Make contributions or donations
to others.

(j) Fund projects that duplicate tech-
nical assistance given to implement ac-
tion plans under the National Forest-
Dependent Rural Communities Eco-
nomic Diversification Act of 1990 (7
U.S.C. 6613). Applicants cannot receive
both grants made under this part and
grants that the Forest Service makes
to implement the action plans for five
continuous years from the date of
grant approval by the Forest Service.

(1) The Forest Service helps rural
communities that are dependent upon
national forest resources diversify ex-
isting industries and economies. It es-
tablishes rural forestry and economic
diversification action teams that pre-
pare technical assistance plans for
these rural communities to expand
their local economies and reduce their
dependence on national forest re-
sources. The Forest Service provides
assistance to implement the action
plans through grants, loans, coopera-
tive agreements, or contracts.

(2) To avoid duplicate assistance, ap-
plicants must contact the Forest Serv-
ice to find out if any geographical
areas or local areas in a State have re-
ceived grants for technical assistance
to an economically disadvantaged com-
munity. These areas are defined as na-
tional forest-dependent communities
under 7 U.S.C. 6612. Applicants will pro-
vide documentation to the Forest Serv-
ice and Rural Utilities Service that
they have contacted each agency.
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