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developer to RHS in sufficient detail to 
fully and accurately describe the pro-
posed development. Contract docu-
ments must be prepared in accordance 
with § 1924.6 or, in the case of more 
complex construction, § 1924.13. 

(b) Single Family Housing. Proposals 
for development of individual dwelling 
sites must meet the following require-
ments: 

(1) Site development design require-
ments. Exhibit B (available in any RHS 
field office) will be used as a minimum 
by applicants or developers in pre-
paring proposals and supporting docu-
ments for Single Family Housing 
loans, in addition to specific require-
ments made in this subpart. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(c) Multiple Family Housing. Exhibit C 

(available in any RHS office) should be 
used as a guide by the applicant or de-
veloper in preparing a proposal and 
supporting documents for multiple 
family housing projects. 

§ 1924.106 Location. 
(a) General. It is RHS’s policy to pro-

mote compact community development 
and not to approve sites located in 
floodplains, on wetlands, or on impor-
tant farmlands, unless there is no prac-
tical alternative. Furthermore, RHS 
will not finance development on loca-
tions that adversely affect properties 
which are listed or are eligible for list-
ing on the National Register of His-
toric Places, located within the Coastal 
Barrier Resource System, or on a bar-
rier island. (Environmental require-
ments are found in 7 CFR part 1940, 
subpart G.) In order to be eligible for 
RHS participation: 

(1) The site must be located in an eli-
gible area as defined in the program 
regulations under which the develop-
ment is being funded or approved. 

(2) The site must comply with the ap-
plicable environmental laws, regula-
tions, Executive Orders, and subpart G 
of part 1940. 

(b) Single Family Housing. In addition 
to the general requirements in para-
graph (a) of this section, sites must 
provide a desirable, safe, functional, 
convenient, and attractive living envi-
ronment for the residents. 

(c) Multiple Family Housing. Multiple 
family housing projects shall be lo-

cated in accordance with the require-
ments in paragraph (r) of § 1944.215. Lo-
cating sites in less than desirable loca-
tions of the community because they 
are in close proximity to undesirable 
influences such as high activity rail-
road tracks; adjacent to or behind in-
dustrial sites; bordering sites or struc-
tures which are not decent, safe, or 
sanitary; or bordering sites which have 
potential environmental concerns such 
as processing plants, etc., is not ac-
ceptable. Screening such sites does not 
make them acceptable. Sites which are 
not an integral part of a residential 
community and do not have a reason-
able access, either by location or ter-
rain, to essential community facilities 
such as water, sewerage, schools, shop-
ping, employment opportunities, med-
ical facilities, etc., are not acceptable. 

§ 1924.107 Utilities. 
All development under this subpart 

must have adequate, economic, safe, 
energy efficient, dependable utilities 
with sufficient easements for installa-
tion and maintenance. 

(a) Water and wastewater disposal sys-
tems—(1) Single Family Housing. If sites 
are served by central water or sewer 
systems, the systems must meet the 
requirements of paragraphs (a)(2) (i) 
and (ii) of this section. If sites have in-
dividual water or sewer systems, they 
must meet the requirements of the 
state department of health or other 
comparable reviewing and regulatory 
authority and the minimum require-
ments of exhibit B (available in any 
RHS field office), paragraphs V and VI. 
Sites in subdivisions of more than 25 
dwelling units on individual systems, 
or sites that do not meet the require-
ments of exhibit B, paragraphs V and 
VI, must have state director concur-
rence. 

(2) Multiple Family Housing. Proposals 
processed under this paragraph shall be 
served by centrally owned and operated 
water and wastewater disposal systems 
unless this is determined by RHS to be 
economically or environmentally not 
feasible. All central systems, whether 
they are public, community, or private, 
shall meet the design requirements of 
the state department of health or other 
comparable reviewing and regulatory 
authority. The regulatory authority 
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will verify in writing that the water 
and wastewater systems are in compli-
ance with the current provisions of the 
Safe Drinking Water Act and the Clean 
Water Act, respectively. 

(i) Sites which are not presently 
served by a central system, but are 
scheduled for tie-in to the central sys-
tem within 2 years, should have all 
lines installed during the initial con-
struction. Such sites must have an ap-
proved interim water supply or waste-
water disposal system installed capable 
of satisfactory service until the sched-
uled tie-in occurs. 

(ii) In addition to written assurance 
of compliance with state and local re-
quirements, there must be assurance of 
continuous service at reasonable rates 
for central water and wastewater dis-
posal systems. Public ownership is pre-
ferred whenever possible. In cases 
where interim facilities are installed 
pending extension or construction of 
permanent public services, the devel-
oper must assume responsibility for 
the operation and maintenance of the 
interim facility or establish an entity 
for its operation and maintenance 
which is acceptable to the local gov-
erning body. If a system is not or will 
not be publicly owned and operated, it 
must comply with one of the following: 

(A) Be an organization that meets 
the ownership and operating require-
ments for a water or wastewater dis-
posal system that RHS could finance 
under 7 CFR part 1942, subpart A or be 
dedicated to and accepted by such an 
organization. 

(B) Be an organization or individual 
that meets other acceptable methods of 
ownership and operation as outlined in 
HUD Handbook 4075.12, ‘‘Ownership and 
Organization of Central Water and 
Sewerage Systems.’’ RHS should be as-
sured that the organization has the 
right, in its sole discretion, to enforce 
the obligation of the operator of the 
water and sewerage systems to provide 
satisfactory continuous service at rea-
sonable rates. 

(C) Be adequately controlled as to 
rates and services by a public body 
(unit of Government or public services 
commission). 

(iii) Multiple family developments of 
more than 25 units with individual sys-

tem must have national office concur-
rence. 

(A) [Reserved] 
(B) Supporting information for the 

proposed individual water systems, 
covering the following points: 

(1) In areas where difficulty is antici-
pated in developing an acceptable 
water supply, the availability of a 
water supply will be determined before 
closing the loan. 

(2) Documentation must be provided 
that the quality of the supply meets 
the chemical, physical, and bacterio-
logical standards of the regulatory au-
thority having jurisdiction. The max-
imum contaminant levels of U.S. EPA 
shall apply. Individual water systems 
must be tested for quantity and bac-
teriological quality. Where problems 
are anticipated with chemical quality, 
chemical tests may be required. Chem-
ical tests would be limited to analysis 
for the defects common to the area 
such as iron and manganese, hardness, 
nitrates, pH, turbidity, color, or other 
undesirable elements. Polluted or con-
taminated water supplies are unaccept-
able. In all cases, assurance of a pota-
ble water supply before loan closing is 
required. 

(C) Supporting information for indi-
vidual wastewater disposal systems 
with subsurface discharge provided by 
a soil scientist, geologist, soils engi-
neer, or other person recognized by the 
local regulatory authority. This data 
must include the following: 

(1) Assurance of nonpollution of 
ground water. The local regulatory au-
thority having jurisdiction must be 
consulted to ensure that installation of 
individual wastewater systems will not 
pollute ground water sources or create 
other health hazards or otherwise vio-
late State water quality standards. 

(2) Records of percolation tests. Guid-
ance for performing these tests is in-
cluded in the EPA design manual, 
‘‘Onsite Wastewater Treatment and 
Disposal Systems’’ and the minimum 
RHS requirements are in exhibit B, 
paragraph VI. (These may be waived by 
the state director when the state has 
established other acceptable means for 
allowing onsite disposal.) 

(3) Determination of soil types and 
description. The assistance of the SCS 
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or other qualified persons should be ob-
tained for soil type determination and 
a copy of its recommendations in-
cluded in the documentation. 

(4) Description of ground water ele-
vations, showing seasonal variations. 

(5) Confirmation of space allowances. 
An accurate drawing to indicate that 
there is adequate space available to 
satisfactorily locate the individual 
water and wastewater disposal sys-
tems; likewise, documented assurance 
of compliance with all local require-
ments. Structures served by waste-
water disposal systems with subsurface 
discharge require larger sites than 
those structures served by another 
type system. 

(6) Description of exploratory pit ob-
servations, if available. 

(D) Supporting information for indi-
vidual wastewater disposal systems 
with surface discharge covering the fol-
lowing points: 

(1) Effluent standards issued by the 
appropriate regulatory agency that 
controls the discharge of the proposed 
individual systems. Assurance from 
this regulatory agency that the efflu-
ent standards will not be exceeded by 
the individual systems being proposed 
must be included. 

(2) Program of maintenance, parts, 
and service available to the system- 
owner for upkeep of the system. 

(3) A plan for local inspection of the 
system by a responsible agency with 
the authority to ensure compliance 
with health and safety standards. 

(b) Electric service. The power supplier 
will be consulted by the applicant to 
assure that there is adequate service 
available to meet the needs of the pro-
posed site. Underground service is pre-
ferred. 

(c) Gas service. Gas distribution facili-
ties, if provided, will be installed ac-
cording to local requirements where 
adequate and dependable gas service is 
available. 

(d) Other utilities. Other utilities, if 
available, will be installed according to 
local requirements. 

§ 1924.108 Grading and drainage. 
(a) General. Soil and geologic condi-

tions must be suitable for the type of 
construction proposed. In questionable 
or unsurveyed areas, the applicant or 

developer will provide an engineering 
report with supporting data sufficient 
to identify all pertinent subsurface 
conditions which could adversely affect 
the structure and show proposed solu-
tions. Grading will promote drainage of 
surface water away from buildings and 
foundations, minimize earth settle-
ment and erosion, and assure that 
drainage from adjacent properties onto 
the development or from the develop-
ment to adjacent properties does not 
create a health hazard or other unde-
sirable conditions. Grading and drain-
age will comply with exhibit B, para-
graphs III and IV, of this subpart. 

(b) Cuts and fills. Development requir-
ing extensive earthwork, cuts and fills 
of 4 feet or more shall be designed by a 
professional engineer. Where topog-
raphy requires fills or extensive 
earthwork that must support struc-
tures and building foundations, these 
must be controlled fills designed, su-
pervised, and tested by a qualified soils 
engineer. 

(c) Slope protection. All slopes must be 
protected from erosion by planting or 
other means. Slopes may require tem-
porary cover if exposed for long periods 
during construction. 

(d) Storm water systems. The design of 
storm water systems must consider 
convenience and property protection 
both at the individual site level and 
the drainage basin level. Storm water 
systems should be compatible with the 
natural features of the site. In areas 
with inadequate drainage systems, per-
manent or temporary storm water 
storage shall be an integral part of the 
overall development plan. Design of 
these facilities shall consider safety, 
appearance, and economical mainte-
nance operations. 

§§ 1924.109–1924.114 [Reserved] 

§ 1924.115 Single Family Housing site 
evaluation. 

(a) Site review. The site approval offi-
cial will evaluate each site (developed 
or undeveloped) to determine accept-
ance for the program. Information on 
the site will be provided by the ap-
praiser or site approval official on a 
form provided by RHS and available in 
any RHS field office. 
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