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22.308 Project approval. 
22.309 Seeking Federal review. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 301, 80 Stat. 379, 5 U.S.C. 
301 and delegations of authority by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, 38 FR 14944–14948, 7 
CFR 2.23, as amended by 38 FR 24633. 

SOURCE: 38 FR 29020, Oct. 18, 1973, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 22.101 The Rural Development Act of 

1972 (Pub. L. 92–419). 
The Rural Development Act of 1972 

(Pub. L. 92–419), herein called the Act 
consists of six titles designed to facili-
tate the development of rural commu-
nities through a series of authoriza-
tions including grants, loans, and ad-
ministrative provisions. This Act adds 
new statutory rural development co-
ordination responsibilities to certain 
Federal departments and agencies to be 
carried out under the leadership of the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

§ 22.102 Summary of authorities. 
The purpose of this section is to give 

notice that certain authorities have 
been delegated by the Secretary of 
USDA agencies for implementation. 
New Secretarial delegations covering 
the Rural Development Act were effec-
tive May 31, 1973, and were published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER June 7, 1973 (38 
FR 14944–14953). These are as follows: 

(a) Title I (38 FR 14948). Responsi-
bility delegated to the Assistant Sec-
retary for Rural Development. The re-
sponsibility for administering loan and 
grant authorities is redelegated to the 
Farmers Home Administration, except 
the responsibility for administering 
loan authorities with respect to rural 
electrification and telephone facilities 
and service which has been redelegated 
to the Rural Electrification Adminis-
tration. 

(b) Titles II (38 FR 14945–14948), III (38 
FR 14945–14948), and V (38 FR 14945– 
14948. Responsibility delegated to the 
Assistant Secretary for Conservation, 
Research and Education and redele-
gated as follows: 

(1) Titles II (38 FR 14951–14952) and III 
(38 FR 14951–14952) to the Adminis-
trator, Soil Conservation Service. 

(2) Title V (38 FR 14949–14950) to the 
Administrators, Cooperative State Re-

search Service and the Extension Serv-
ice respectively. 

(c) Title IV (38 FR 14945–14948). Re-
sponsibility delegated to the Assistant 
Secretary for Conservation, Research 
and Education and redelegated (38 FR 
14950–14951) to the Chief of the Forest 
Service. 

(d) Title VI, section 603 (38 FR 14948). 
Responsibility delegated to Assistant 
Secretary for Rural Development and 
redelegated (38 FR 14953) to the Admin-
istrator, Rural Development Service. 
The Rural Development Act recognizes 
that many Federal departments and 
agencies of the executive branch of 
government administer programs and 
provide services which are applicable 
to the needs of rural communities. Sec-
tion 603 of the Rural Development Act 
charges the Secretary of Agriculture 
with providing governmentwide leader-
ship for, and with coordinating a na-
tionwide rural development program. 
In such coordination, the Secretary 
shall seek measures that will achieve 
effective integration of relevant Fed-
eral services in rural areas as provided 
by Agriculture agencies and other De-
partments and agencies. This section 
also requires that the Secretary shall 
establish goals and report to the Con-
gress on progress in complying with 
specified purposes of the Act. The Fed-
eral Regional Council will play a major 
role in coordination at the field level. 
An organic Act of the Department (7 
U.S.C. 2201) has been amended to re-
quire the Secretary to add Rural Devel-
opment to those purposes for which he 
is authorized to acquire and diffuse 
useful information. 

§ 22.103 Purpose. 
The purpose of these regulations is to 

establish the policies, procedures, and 
responsibilities required by section 603 
of the Rural Development Act. 

§ 22.104 General policy. 
Federal implementation of the Act 

will be consistent with the President’s 
policy of decentralized decisionmaking 
and administrative responsibility 
which gives fullest possible consider-
ation to State and local rural develop-
ment goals and priorities. As a result 
of section 817(4) of the Agriculture and 
Consumer Protection Act of 1973 (Pub. 
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