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Subpart A—General Introduction 
§ 3402.1 Applicability of regulations. 

(a) The regulations of this part apply 
to competitive grants awarded under 
the provisions of section 1417(b)(6) of 
the National Agricultural Research, 
Extension and Teaching Policy Act of 
1977, as amended, 7 U.S.C. 3152(b)(6). 
The Act designates the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) as the lead 
Federal agency for agricultural re-
search, extension, and teaching in the 
food and agricultural sciences. Section 
1417(b)(6) authorizes the Secretary of 
Agriculture, who has delegated the au-
thority to the Cooperative State Re-
search, Education, and Extension Serv-
ice (CSREES), to make competitive 
grants to land-grant colleges and uni-

versities, colleges and universities hav-
ing significant minority enrollments 
and a demonstrable capacity to carry 
out the teaching of food and agricul-
tural sciences, and to other colleges 
and universities having a demonstrable 
capacity to carry out the teaching of 
food and agricultural sciences, to ad-
minister and conduct graduate and 
postdoctoral fellowship programs to 
help meet the Nation’s needs for devel-
opment of scientific and professional 
expertise in the food and agricultural 
sciences. The Graduate Fellowships are 
intended to encourage outstanding stu-
dents to pursue and complete graduate 
degrees in the areas of food and agri-
cultural sciences designated by 
CSREES through the Office of Higher 
Education Programs (HEP) as national 
needs. The postdoctoral Fellowships 
are intended to provide additional 
mentoring and training to outstanding 
USDA Graduate Fellows who com-
pleted their doctoral degrees no more 
than five (5) years before they begin 
the postdoctoral Fellowships. 

(b) The regulations of this part do 
not apply to grants awarded by the De-
partment of Agriculture under any 
other authority. 

§ 3402.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Citizen or national of the United States 

means— 
(1) A citizen or native resident of a 

State; or, 
(2) A person defined in the Immigra-

tion and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(22), who, though not a citizen of 
the United States, owes permanent al-
legiance to the United States. 

College and university means an edu-
cational institution in any State 
which— 

(1) Admits as regular students only 
persons having a certificate of gradua-
tion from a school providing secondary 
education, or the recognized equivalent 
of such a certificate, 

(2) Is legally authorized within such 
State to provide a program of edu-
cation beyond secondary education, 

(3) Provides an educational program 
for which a bachelor’s degree or any 
other higher degree is awarded, 

(4) Is a public or other nonprofit in-
stitution, and 
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